
 
Luke 2:10-12  Worship & Fellowship 
“Christ the Savior”  December 25, 2022 
 

 1 

Luke 2:10-12 
Christ the Savior 

 
Introduction 
Merry Christmas! As you know, Christmas is when we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ who came to us as a baby. Therefore, Christmas is unquestionably a festival of joy. 
Just as every family celebrates and rejoices over the birth of a baby. 
 
But why celebrate the birth of Jesus? Why is Christmas a time of such great joy? Many 
people around the world celebrate Christmas. It is probably the biggest birthday party ever! 
First of all, let us listen to the "wonderful news" that was brought first to the shepherds by 
the angels of heaven at the birth of the Lord Jesus. 
 
Luke 2:10-12 
10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people. 
11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in 
a manger.” 
 
I would like to focus on two meanings of the Christmas message announcing the birth of the 
Lord Jesus. First, the birth of Jesus is the power and hope that shapes a new community and 
a beautiful world. Second, let’s focus on the title of the baby Jesus, "Savior, Lord, and 
Christ," and see what joy he brings. May it fill all of us with joy and hope who celebrate 
Christmas. 
 
1. A New Community 
The message from heaven announcing the birth of Jesus was made known in unexpected 
places, to unexpected people, and in unexpected circumstances. I could go on and on, but 
today I will focus on one unexpected thing in particular. 
 
Usually, the birth of a baby is first announced to the parents and family. Surprisingly, 
however, the birth of Jesus was announced to unknown shepherds. They were what might 
be called outsiders in the Jewish society of the time. What does this mean? 
 
The shepherds, of course, were not blood relatives of the baby Jesus. The birth of the baby 
Jesus was first announced to those who were not family members. Not only that, but this 
birth announcement was given to shepherds, who were considered unclean because they 
were very low status, social outsiders, and could not worship on Sabbath because of their 
jobs. 
 
“This portends the considerable ramification of this birth, which cannot be conceived as a 
family affair, and may also anticipate the redefinition of "family" in Jesus' ministry.” (Joel 
Green, The Gospel of Luke, p.132) 
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This means that the Lord Jesus, born as a baby, brought us a new community of love, 
hospitality, support and help gratuitously beyond the so-called "family". Within a family, 
whatever is given is given through free love. Jesus’ birth shows that love, help, and support 
can be shared beyond the family, even with those who might be called outsiders or dirty 
people in society. 
 
In fact, Jesus' ministry was full of expressions of this kind of new community. Jesus 
expressed that his family, or the community of God, was not based on blood ties, as seen in 
the following verses from the Gospel of Mark. 
 

Mark 3:33-35.  Jesus replied, “Who is my  mother? Who are my brothers?” Then he looked 
at those around him and said, “Look, these are my mother and brothers. Anyone who 
does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.” 

 
How many people today feel loneliness, isolation, and a sense of emptiness because they 
desire approval from others and are not receiving it? They want a home and family where 
they feel secure, but they do not receive this from their blood family. Sadly, many families 
are broken. There is conflict and hatred. Children are torn apart because of conflicts they 
cannot understand, and they have nowhere to go. Adolescents are devastated, young 
people and even working adults are withdrawn, and the elderly are facing death alone. 
 
Beloved, we need a community of love that transcends the family—a family of God that is 
gathered to Jesus. We need loving relationships characterized by helping one another that 
transcend social status and position. We need Jesus' peace, forgiveness, and repentance 
among those who are at odds and hate each other. Certainly this will require many 
sacrifices. 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ made the sacrifice to become a man. This sacrifice led him to death on 
the cross in order to create the family of God. The love of Jesus attracts those who are 
lonely and suffering. Therefore, the joy of the Christ of Christmas is shared through the 
expressions of God's love beyond the family. We pray that no one will celebrate Christmas 
in loneliness and isolation. 
 
2. Jesus’ Identity: Savior, Lord, and Christ 
Please note that the angel introduces Jesus with three titles: Savior, Christ (Messiah), and 
Lord. He is clarifying who this newborn baby is, and what blessings we who accept him will 
receive. Here we are encountering an epiphany, a manifestation in which God appears and 
delivers His message. (We needed to hear God's message from this otherworldly heaven!) 
 
In a word, Christmas (the birth of the Lord Jesus) has ushered in a new era in which 
everything is being remade. In those days, the proclamation of the gospel (good news) 
meant celebrating the birthday of Emperor Augustus. Certainly, if a good and worthy man 
were to ascend the throne, his people would be happy and prosperous. In the Old 
Testament, it was prophesied that God Himself would come and be King, and that He would 
inaugurate peace and justice, and accomplish salvation even for those who were outsiders. 
He would begin a new era. 
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Jesus is just such a Savior! He is the Messiah (Christ) and the Lord God. In fact, Emperor 
Augustus at that time was called "savior.” But he cannot bring true salvation. He exploited 
the people while fighting in war, and he prospered himself by amassing wealth. However, 
many people were poor, tired, and without hope. They were struggling. They were looking 
for a Savior! 
 
But since no king could do it, God Himself became the Savior as prophesied in the Bible. 
Jesus, born as a baby, is the Savior who accomplishes this divine role. Jesus saves, helps, and 
blesses those who come to Him. 
 
That is why Jesus is called "Christ the Lord" in the same way that the emperor or the master 
or patron of the people was called "Lord" in those days. But this word "Lord Yahweh" refers 
to God Himself in the Old Testament. It is a fixed name that refers with reverence, awe, and 
worship to the living and true God who created all things in heaven and on earth, who rules 
over all things by his power, who is full of love, mercy, truth, and holiness, and who cannot 
be compared to anything else. He is, of course, full of grace and love, who gives covenants 
and promises. 
 
This Lord God himself came as the Christ (Messiah) with the special divine task of 
accomplishing salvation for us. And yet, this Jesus was born poor in a barn and laid in a 
manger, the feeding trough for horses and cattle. 
 
Moreover, this "manger" was the sign of God the Savior. In verse 7, it says that Mary gave 
birth to a son and wrapped him in a cloth and laid him in a manger because there was no 
room for them in the inn. In verse 12, the angels proclaimed that a Savior was wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger. The Savior was utterly destitute. As they were told, the 
shepherds found the baby lying in the manger. 
 
Biblical scholars have found a profound truth in this manger. Namely, the sacrificial death of 
Jesus. As we continue to read through the Gospel of Luke, we come to chapter 23:53. Here, 
it’s recorded that after Jesus died on the cross, they took his body down, wrapped it in a 
linen shroud, and laid him in a tomb. 
 
God's message at Christmas is surprising and unexpected. God did not come with power and 
glory. Rather, He came as a poor figure, a baby without strength, to be with us. He even 
sacrificed himself and gave his life to be crucified and placed in the tomb to show us his true 
love. 
 
Jesus is truly an unexpected person for us. He came in the flesh to a world full of hurt, pain, 
trouble, and darkness. And he took care of it all. There is no other God like Him in the world. 
Jesus Christ alone is the Savior. 


