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Romans 5:1-11  Peace with God 
 

Romans 5:1-11 

1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we 
now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; 
and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been 
poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly 
dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. 

9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s 
wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through 
the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his 
life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have now received reconciliation. 

Introduction 

● In the Scripture we will be reading today, we will see the words, Peace, Joy and Hope. These 
are the things that anyone at any age feels are most necessary. This may be especially true 
these days, with the coronavirus spreading again, and anxiety and uncertainty are rampant. 

 
● What’s surprising is that recently, hope has become the subject of study in sociology, and the 

University of Tokyo's Institute of Social Sciences has begun what is called, "The study of hope 
Project." This is because hopelessness is getting increasingly severe. 

 
● I began thinking that in Japan, more and more people are saying they have no hope or 

cannot hope for the future. This is how my study of hope began. Unfortunately, that concern 
seems to be becoming more and more real. According to a national survey on changes in 
work and lifestyle, the percentage of respondents who answered, "I have hope for my life 
and work" has continued to decline from 55% in 2007 to 37% in the latest 2014 survey. It is 
evident that in Japan, the number of people who have no hope for the future is steadily 
increasing. 

 
● Brothers and sisters, the Bible declares that true joy and hope lie in the love of God, which is 

born of peace with God, and which appears in the death of Christ. We may have been 
struggling to build peace, joy and hope without the help of God. But have there been any 
signs of success? Isn’t this therefore, rather a time to look toward God? 
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Romans 5:1-11 

● From the Scripture we just read, let’s first focus on peace with God, as reconciliation with God 
and building a peaceful relationship with Him is the solid foundation we need for rebuilding 
everything in life. Secondly, let's take a look at what the Bible says in regards to hope. It points 
to a hope in which we can rejoice even in suffering and trials.  

 
● Finally, let's reflect on the love of God, which is the very source of that hope, for the love of 

God, manifest through Christ's death, is what fills our hearts. So the three points of today's 
message are: (1) peace with God; (2) hope that rejoices, even in suffering; and (3) the love of 
God, manifest through the death of Christ. 

 
1. Peace with God 

● What we saw in Romans Chapter 1-4 is the problem of sin. Paul quotes the Old Testament, 
saying, "There is no righteous man, not a single one." Jews and Gentiles alike are all sinners 
who should rightfully be exposed to the wrath of God. This realization, I’m sure, leaves your 
hearts feeling uneasy, being branded a sinner, facing the wrath of God, and being accused 
of incompetence.   

● However God bestowed His grace to all mankind. It isn’t as a result of any deeds, morals,  
or religious acts. God brought salvation through Christ. Faith in Christ promises the blessing  
 no one is discriminated against but recognized as righteous in the eyes of God.  
This is good news! Let’s take a look at Chapter 5, Verse 1. 

 
5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through  
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
● In general, we use the word "peace" in a very limited sense of the word." In particular, we 

often use the word to describe the state of no war between two states. However, peace, as it 
appears in the Bible, has broader and deeper implications. It represents a healthy, perfect, 
ideal state-- the very world we all long for. And only God can create this state, because it is 
the result of the workings of God.  

 
● Originally in the Old Testament, it was called Shalom, which means "peace” or “prosperity," 

depending on the context. But fundamentally, it means that God is with us, and that 
everything is connected to God through a healthy relationship of love and trust. 

 
Shalom (peace) is a state, full of blessing, in which the heart of God is completely carried out. 

Jesus referred to this as the kingdom of God, the kingdom of Heaven, as it is a state where 
God’s love and justice reign. And Jesus is calling us to repent and to believe in the gospel of 
peace. Jesus initiated the peace of God by coming in the form of man, and by dying and 
resurrecting on the cross.  

 
● However, here Paul focuses on peace in his relationship with God, which we call "peace with 

God," because without reconciliation with God, no matter how peaceful your environment or 
human relationships may be, it's all temporary and will eventually collapse.  
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● But what is it like when you are reconciled and have peace with God, the Creator of 
everything, who rules everything by love and righteousness, and protects you? Even if 
everything isn't perfect now, you can look forward to the future. Even if things are incomplete, 
fragile, delicate, and full of defects, wouldn’t we be able to wait patiently? Let’s look at Verse 
2. 

5:2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And 
we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 

● There is joy in looking forward to the future, much like the joy of a mother who is bearing a 
child. Mothers experience unbearable pain and anxiety due to childbirth, but they are filled 
with the joy of waiting to meet their newborn children. Currently, because of the coronavirus 
infection, we are all in a state of uncertainty and frustration. But we all also have peace with 
God. Please rejoice in the hope of God's glory. 

 
2. Hope that rejoices, even in the midst of suffering. 
 
● Therefore, surprisingly, the Bible declares that even suffering can be a source of joy. Patience 

is born through the pains of life. And hope which is further cultivated and produced in 
character will never end in disappointment. It is written that this is hope we could be certain 
of, one that does not put us to shame. Let's take a look. 

3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us 
to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who 
has been given to us. 

● Of course, these words are not just mere philosophy, ideas, or absurd ideals. Paul was a man 
of suffering who wrote based on his many experiences of hardship. Let’s take a look at 2 
Corinthians 4:8-10. 

 
8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 

persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry around 
in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 

 
Everyone at one point or another has experienced pain to the point of near despair. You must 

have faced a situation that made you want to cry out, "Where on earth is hope?" However, 
according to the Bible, peace with God and strong ties with God are the sources of hope, 
even in the midst of  such reality. 

 
● When you were a child, I’m sure you trusted your parents, so you felt safe and assured even if 

problems arose. When you grow up and become an adult, you make good friends, whom if 
you can trust and understand, you will feel that you can somehow manage, even if there are 
some problems along the way. It's because your best friend encourages you, and it 
encourages you just to have them by your side.   

 
In the same way, if you have peace with God, trust him as your Father, form a friendship with 
Him as your best friend, and walk with Him, you can overcome the waves of suffering. You 
never have to despair, even when you pass through the valley of grief. Even situations that 
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seem like nightmares for you can be seen as life training given by the God of love. 
 

● In fact, the power of God is far greater than that of our parents and best friends. God is full of 
rich wisdom, which no excellent philosopher or scientist could even dare reach. Even the 
most successful of businessmen can't compete with God. God has a plan for us that will never 
end in failure. He protects each and every one of us with His eternal love. 

 
● The Hong Kong businessman and his wife that I met during reconstruction assistance activities 

in the 2011 Japan Earthquake, moved to Ishinomaki in 2012 in hopes of dedicating their lives 
to the people affected by the disaster in the Tohoku region. The Ozawa couple, as they are 
called, continue their support activities in Ishinomaki and are pasturing the new Watanabe 
Christian Church after the earthquake. Grace City also sends teams from time to time. 

 
● They were literally sacrificial in their services. There's a story I'll never forget. The wife, Mrs. 

Akemi, lost her sight in one eye when a thin bamboo stem stuck in her eye while she was 
cutting down a bamboo grove. However, she got an artificial eye inserted and is still active in 
Ishinomaki. Even in this great agony of losing one eye, she laughed, saying, "I see Jesus with 
my eyes of my heart," and "I entrust my physical eye to Jesus in Heaven." She dedicated her 
eye to the disaster-stricken area, yet she sees the light of hope in her peace with God. 

 
This kind of hope is the hope of those who walk with Jesus. It is by and through Jesus Christ 
that we can walk with joy, even in the midst of suffering, and with hope that will never be lost. 

 
3. The love of God displayed in Christ's death 
 
● According to Akemi's story that I just told you, her hope comes from God's love displayed 

through Christ's death. And the Bible also testifies to the amazing love of God in Christ's 
death." Let’s take a look at verses 5-8. 

5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly 
dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. 

Many wonder why the death of Christ was necessary for God to show us His love.  
They may think the bloody sacrifice of Christ's death on the cross is no different from just the  
same sacrifices of ancient religions. Others may argue that if God were love, it would be 
enough to declare forgiveness and love for all mankind without the sacrifice of Christ's 
crucifixion. 
 
Actually, the best way to answer these questions and doubts is to be realistic.  
For example, let's say you go in to mediate between people who are fighting each other.  
You show friendship by listening to both sides and helping them to accept each other,  
apologize to each other, and reconcile. The parties involved in the fight may take their anger  
out on you or curse you for having entered the arbitration. A mediator must make sacrifices in  
this way.  
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As a pastor, I was sometimes called up in the middle of the night to mediate in quarrels 
between husband and wife. I try to hear both sides of the story, but I would have an angry 
husband point his finger at me, or the wife cursing at me despite having called me out in the 
middle of the night. 

 
● When there was confrontation between a parent and child, and I got pulled into the 
middle of the dispute, despite that there was no clue to a solution, I, the arbitrator, was 
made into a villain for some reason. I was even once asked, "Did you become a pastor to 
torment us?" I had to suffer pain, sadness, and sometimes even unjustified slander. 

 
According to the Bible,  we were in a relationship of hostility and strife with God because of our 
sinfulness. Brothers and sisters, do you see? Jesus Christ had to come in the midst of this hostility. 
He came to reconcile us with God's love and forgiveness. Jesus could not avoid becoming the 
sacrifice. There was no way He could do it without bearing the hurt and pain either. Jesus 
offered His life on the cross in order to reveal God's unilateral love for us. 
 
● What’s been emphasized many times is that Christ died for the devout and sinful alike. The 

Bible emphasizes how great and sovereign the love of God is that appears through Christ, 
and this love cannot be affected by our attitudes, conduct, or way of life. 

 
● It's the opposite of the nature of our love.We love the people who love us. We accept the 

people who are good to us. But God is different, so be assured. And there is hope in this. If 
you accept the love of God that is displayed in the death of Christ Jesus, you will be able to 
walk with joy, even in the midst of suffering. Lastly, let's take a look at verses 9-11. 

9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s 
wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through 
the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his 
life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have now received reconciliation. 

Let us accept reconciliation with God and live lives that are supported by the love of God.  
 
Peace with God creates patience during suffering, a refined character, and the kind of hope 
that never ends in disappointment. I would like to challenge all of you to change your course  
of life. Let us pray that the Holy Spirit pour the love of God into you. 
 
 

 


