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Ruth 4: 1-17 “The Grace of Redemption” 
” 
 

Introduction 
Cinderella is a fairy tale well known and loved by both children and adults. A poor 
girl, bullied by her stepmother, gets into a pumpkin carriage magically prepared by 
her fairy godmother, rides to the palace ball, meets the handsome prince, and 
they get married. This story of Cinderella contains something all of us deeply wish 
for. 
The book of Ruth that we have been studying this Advent is a true and real 
Cinderella story, so to speak. Today we look at the last chapter of Ruth. Ruth, 
having met Boaz, is showered in the grace of our amazing God. Through that, let’s 
think about the meaning of and blessing we have in the birth and redemption work 
of our Lord Jesus.  

 
Ruth 4: 1- 17 
1 Now Boaz had gone up to the gate and sat down there. And behold, the redeemer, 
of whom Boaz had spoken, came by. So Boaz said, “Turn aside, friend; sit down here.” 
And he turned aside and sat down.  
2 And he took ten men of the elders of the city and said, “Sit down here.” So they sat 
down.  
3 Then he said to the redeemer, “Naomi, who has come back from the country of 
Moab, is selling the parcel of land that belonged to our relative Elimelech.  
4 So I thought I would tell you of it and say, ‘Buy it in the presence of those sitting here 
and in the presence of the elders of my people.’ If you will redeem it, redeem it. But 
if you will not, tell me, that I may know, for there is no one besides you to redeem it, 
and I come after you.” And he said, “I will redeem it.”  
5 Then Boaz said, “The day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you also acquire 
Ruth the Moabite, the widow of the dead, in order to perpetuate the name of the 
dead in his inheritance.”  
6 Then the redeemer said, “I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I impair my own 
inheritance. Take my right of redemption yourself, for I cannot redeem it.” 
7 Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and 
exchanging: to confirm a transaction, the one drew off his sandal and gave it to the 
other, and this was the manner of attesting in Israel.  
8 So when the redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself,” he drew off his sandal.  
9 Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses this day that I 
have bought from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that 
belonged to Chilion and to Mahlon.  
10 Also Ruth the Moabite, the widow of Mahlon, I have bought to be my wife, to 
perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance, that the name of the dead may 
not be cut off from among his brothers and from the gate of his native place. You 
are witnesses this day.”  
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11 Then all the people who were at the gate and the elders said, “We are witnesses. 
May the Lord make the woman, who is coming into your house, like Rachel and 
Leah, who together built up the house of Israel. May you act worthily in Ephrathah 
and be renowned in Bethlehem, 
12 and may your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, 
because of the offspring that the Lord will give you by this young woman.” 
13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and 
the Lord gave her conception, and she bore a son.  
14 Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you this day 
without a redeemer, and may his name be renowned in Israel!  
15 He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your 
daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has given birth 
to him.”  
16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her lap and became his nurse.  
17 And the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has been 
born to Naomi.” They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of 
David. 
 

• Do you see what has happened here? You heard these closing words of the 
story of Ruth! David, the great king of Israel, is Ruth’s great grandson. This young 
widow from Moab, an enemy country to Israel, becomes King David’s great 
grandmother. Through David’s veins runs the so-called “unclean” blood of a 
foreigner. 

• And Jesus is born as David’s successor, as King of the whole world. We see Jesus’ 
genealogy in Matthew chapter 1, and sure enough we see Ruth and David 
clearly mentioned. 

o Matt 1:5-6 “and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father 
of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of 
David the king.”  

• From this, let’s look at 3 points. First, the need for a Redeemer. As Ruth needed 
Boaz, we need the Redeemer, the Lord Jesus. Second, let’s look at what kind of 
redeemer he is, and how he blesses. Our Redeemer is one of truly humble love. 

• And third, I’d like to talk about our response; how should we respond to this 
Redeemer? Let’s head into Christmas focusing in on our faith in our Redeemer. 
Our need for a Redeemer, the grace of redemption, and our faith in the 
Redeemer.  
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1. The Need for a Redeemer 
• As we saw in chapter 3 last week, Boaz was a relative of Ruth’s mother-in-law 

Naomi’s husband Elimelech. Boaz is the “goel” (Hebrew word for 
“Redeemer”) who had the right to buy back the property that was 
Elimelech’s and take Ruth as his wife. This Hebrew word translated 
“Redeemer” means person who buys back, or who buys someone out of 
bondage.   

• Boaz promised Ruth, who came to him for help, that he would buy back the 
land and take her as his wife. However, there was another relative who was 
closer to Elimelech than Boaz, so it was under the condition that that relative 
did not buy back the land. So Boaz went to the square at the gate of the 
city. He waited for the relative to arrive and also invited ten elders of the 
town as witnesses. 

• In ancient society, the square near the gate was a market for business and 
sales. It was also where court trials took place. Boaz is trying to handle this 
issue in a proper way and deal with it correctly. The conversation between 
Boaz and Ruth in chapter 3 was just a private promise made in the dark of 
night. However, Boaz never reneges on this private promise and immediately 
follows through with it, not leaving Ruth to worry. 

• Ruth needed a redeemer who was faithful, truthful, honest, and did not use 
double-talk. She was a foreigner and could be seen as a nuisance in 
Bethlehem. On top of that, she was poor, living from day to day from 
gleaning in the fields. She would not have been able to survive without a 
loving redeemer who was faithful and honest, who didn’t look down on a 
poor foreign widow. 

• Boaz first politely explains to the closer relative who could redeem it about 
the land to be bought back, and clearly states that he is first - comes before 
Boaz in the right to redeem it (vs 3-4). And in verse 5 he explains that in buying 
back the land, he would also be obligated to take Ruth the Moabite widow 
as his wife. 

• Then, that relative starts to worry about his own land and inheritance, that 
Ruth’s descendants might break it up, and gives up his right to buy back the 
land (vs 6). To take on Ruth as wife, meant to care and provide for Ruth and 
her children. This is the first sacrifice that would arise. 

• On top of that, the land would be handed down through Ruth to Elimelech 
and Mahlon’s descendants. It would not become the redeemer and his 
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family’s property. Not only is there nothing to be gained, but you would have 
to spend your own work and funds to maintain the land. This is the second 
sacrifice. 

• Ruth needed a redeemer who would not balk at even that kind of self-
sacrifice. Ruth’s Cinderella story could not be completed without Boaz the 
redeemer. And that is one of the important themes of the book of Ruth.  
Because Israel were previously slaves in Egypt. Through God’s redemption 
they were saved out of the tragedy of being slaves in a foreign land. God 
himself payed to buy them back as their Redeemer. 

o Exodus 6:6 “Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the Lord, and I 
will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will 
deliver you from slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an 
outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment.” 

• We all need a Redeemer who will pay the price to save us, to redeem us. 
Maybe you don’t feel that need yet. Without hardships like Ruth, you 
wouldn’t feel you need the faithful, merciful, self-sacrificing Redeemer Jesus. 
Problems and struggles like Ruth's teach you the spiritual truth that you need 
a Redeemer. 

• In order to resolve all spiritual problems, material problems/relationship 
problems/financial problems/physical problems/many other problems, can 
be said to be preparation for meeting the Redeemer. Maybe that is why we 
are in this Covid situation. To know that we cannot save ourselves, and to call 
on the name of the Lord Jesus, knowing that we need a Redeemer. We need 
a Redeemer! 

 

2. The Grace of Redemption 
• And we see here in chapter 4 as we did in chapter 3 that Boaz is not only 

faithful, generous, and kind. It emphasizes that he is a man who is willing to 
sacrifice himself. Boaz and one other relative had the right to redeem. These 
two men are portrayed as contrasting characters to be compared.  

• The other relative who had the right to redeem was reluctant to take the risk 
of marrying Ruth because he was worried about it harming his own property 
and inheritance. Boaz, however, understood everything and agreed to 
redeem both Ruth and the land. The Hebrew word for self-sacrificing 
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kindness, compassion and faithfulness based on a promise, even if it is not to 
one's benefit, is “hesed”. Boaz showed true hesed.  

• In order to formally announce that he was giving up his 
repurchase/redeeming rights to Boaz, the other relative took off his shoe. This 
act of taking off one's sandal  (as was the legal custom of the time) signified 
humility, and the surrendering of sovereignty of power, dominion and 
ownership. For example, when Moses met God, he was told in Exodus 3:5 

• Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for 
the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 

• What happened through this redeeming? Look at verses 9 and 10: 
• 9 Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses 

this day that I have bought from the hand of Naomi all that 
belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and to 
Mahlon.  
10 Also Ruth the Moabite, the widow of Mahlon, I have bought to be 
my wife, to perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance, that 
the name of the dead may not be cut off from among his brothers 
and from the gate of his native place. You are witnesses this day.”  

• First, it restores a loving family and place of rest (home) to Ruth and Naomi. 
They are widowed refugees who, desperate from the famine, just returned 
from Moab. They had lost the husbands they loved, had no family to rely on, 
had to glean in the fields for food to survive. Those women, through being 
redeemed, gained a new family and home. 

• And their identity was restored. Remember back in chapter 1? After losing her 
husband and her sons, the author doesn’t refer to Naomi by name but as 
“the woman” (1:5). Naomi had not only lost her family, but herself, her life; she 
had lost everything. But here her identity as loved and satisfied is restored.  

• And Ruth is no longer a foreign widow from an enemy land. As a Moabite, 
she is added to the number of God’s people, and later David King of Israel 
will be born as her great grandson. She was given joy, rejoicing, enjoying 
God’s family, God’s community. Ephesians 2:19: 

• “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God” 

• We too have a redeemer full of hesed like Boaz showed to Ruth. Jesus who 
was born, like us, as a baby, Jesus who experienced the raging waves of life, 
is the ultimate Redeemer. Boaz sacrificed a portion of his possessions, but in 
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order to buy back, redeem, restore, everyone’s lives Jesus gave his all, his 
very life. What an incredible costly sacrifice has been paid for our restoration!  

 
3. Responding to the Redeemer 

• In response to this amazing Cinderella story, in verses 11 and 12 we see the 
people of Bethlehem blessing Naomi and Ruth in joyful prayer. The number 1 
response to repurchase, to redemption, should be thanks and worship.  

• In verses 11 and 12 we see them blessing Naomi and Ruth that their family 
would prosper as Rachel and Leah – who you could call the mothers of the 
12 tribes of Israel, and as the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah – in 
other words, the tribe of Judah, from whom Jesus would be born.  

• However, we see in Genesis that there was conflict, a rivalry between Rachel 
and Leah. And Tamar was the wife of Judah’s son, reminding us of this 
scandal of a child born from incest (Genesis 38). The child was a twin, and 
Perez was the firstborn because he was said to have pushed his brother Zerah 
out of the way, emphasizing his brazenness and aggressiveness.  

• The focus on this aspect is none other than the greatness of the grace of 
God. Ruth faithfully engaged through suffering, but she was certainly not 
perfect. Boaz could be called a type exemplifying David and the ultimate 
Redeemer Jesus, but he was no more than a sinful man.  

• And so the Lord God who gave Ruth a child should be praised, the Lord who 
blessed Naomi and her family should be praised. We are approaching 
Christmas. Let’s rejoice together at what the ultimate Redeemer Jesus has 
done, with blessing and thanksgiving let’s worship our Redeemer. 

• God’s plan is great, too great for us to comprehend. Ruth’s story took place 
“in the days when the judges ruled” (Ruth 1:1), a time when unbelief, 
disorder, and injustice reigned. But the book of Ruth concludes with the news 
of the birth of David, who brought peace.  

• Who could have written such a story? Jesus Christ, Redeemer born in David’s 
line. Who could have imagined this incredible redemption story? Only our 
God, full of love and power, can do this, so let’s praise and worship Him. Let’s 
follow him with faith.  

 


