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③ City Church 
  

 

INTRODUCTION｜The Grace of the Gospel 

 

Our passage today teaches us the wonder of the grace of the Gospel and why this is essential for us and the word we live in. Our 

first point is the necessity of grace. Our passages shows us that, without the grace of God, all people are dead in their trespasses 
and sins. Second, let us focus our attention on the protagonist of the Gospel, Jesus Christ. He is the hope of not only our own 

lives but that of the entire world. Finally, let’s look at what it means to live as one who has accepted this grace. In believing the 

Gospel, we can challenge ourselves as we walk with Christ in new life. We can approach our passage today from three angles: 
the necessity of the Gospel; Jesus Christ; new life. 

 

SCRIPTURE｜ Ephesian 2:1-10
 

2 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following 

the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once 

lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, 

like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when 

we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up 

with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the 

immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. 

And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 

 

QUESTIONS｜ 

 

1: (Verse 1–3) What does Paul say about the condition in which the Ephesians were in previously? In what way is this 

relevant to your life? 

 

2: To be ‘dead in our trespasses and sins’ is 1) to be separated from the living, true God and to live as your own Lord, and 
2) to live according to your own desires. In what way is this a reflection of your life? What difficulties did this bring? 

 

3: (Verse 4–7) How has God provided a means of salvation for those dead in their trespasses and sins? If you have 

experienced what it means to be made alive in Christ, please share. 

 

4: In general, we have the tendency to want to find meaning and self-worth in our hard work and deeds. However, why 

does God choose to bring about salvation (new life) by His grace? 

 

5: (Verse 8–10) What does Paul repeat and emphasize? If we know God’s grace in Christ, how does this transform our 

hearts and lives? 

 

6: The Bible teaches that we are saved by God’s grace and love alone. However, it could also be argued that this means 
we can be lazy and it doesn’t matter if we continue to sin. How does the Bible respond to this argument? 

 

 

REFERENCES｜ 

 

John Piper 

We were made to know and treasure the glory of God above all things; and when we trade that treasure for images, 

everything is disordered. The sun of God’s glory was made to shine at the center of the solar system of our soul. And 

when it does, all the planets of our life are held in their proper orbit. But when the sun is displaced, everything flies apart. 

The healing of the soul begins by restoring the glory of God to its flaming, all-attracting place at the center. 
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PRAYER｜ 

 

・Reflecting on our lives, it is in no way a negative thing to know that we were dead in our sins. Through the salvation 

we have by the love and grace of Christ, we can confront our sin, and giving thanks in prayer, we can give praise to the 

Lord.  
 

・Thinking on the vision we have by the new life God has prepared for us, let us pray for the wisdom to know how we 

can serve God by our good works and love those around us. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 

 

Lunchtime Meetings (24@Marunouchi, 25@Otemachi) 

 

Retirement Home Volunteering (27) 

 

Sunday Worship (28) City Church ④ “The Family of God” (13:00 & 15:30@KDDI Hall) 

 

Lunchtime Meetings (6/1@Otemachi) 

 

Obento Project (3) 

 

Sunday Worship (4) City Church ⑤ (13:00 & 15:30@KDDI Hall) 


