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“The Identity That Says ‘Hallelujah!’” 

Psalm117:1-2 

 

Intro:  Simple is best. 

When I speak in public, I like to keep my messages short and simple if at all 

possible.History has shown that one of the characteristics of a great speech is 

that it is short and simple. There is a saying that "simple is best." 

 

One of the greatest speeches in history is called the Gettysburg Address by 

former U.S. President Abraham Lincoln. The phrase "government of the people, 

by the people, for the people" was coined from this speech. 

This speech lasted only about two minutes. That short, simple speech is still talked 

about today as a famous speech. 

In fact, there was another person who gave a speech before him that day. That 

person was the main speaker that day, and his speech took two hours. At that 

time, it was not unusual for a speech to last two hours. However, that speech 

was not as significant as Lincoln's. President Lincoln's speech was created by 

shaving off as much waste as possible. 

 

One of the characteristics found in good speeches is simplicity. 

 

Martin Luther, the religious reformer, also made the point that short and simple 

can have great meaning. On one occasion, he once said, based on the Lord's 

Prayer, "The less words there are, the better the prayer." 

And on another occasion, Luther spoke of the Bible, which we are about to 

read today, as being short and simple so that everyone can understand its 

meaning. 

Today we will take the shortest chapter in the Bible, Psalm 117, and from there 

we will deepen our understanding of the Gospel. 

 

Psalm 117 

 

(1) Premise: Reading the Bible from an Old Testament perspective. 

My sermon today took up two minutes just for the introduction. Nevertheless, I 

would like to continue the sermon. 

 

I would like to begin today by asking you a question. 

When you read the Old Testament, are you not trying to focus on the Jesus of 

the New Testament? If you read the Bible today, you would say that the Gentiles 

can also praise God through Jesus Christ. Aren't we trying to read the Old 
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Testament by focusing on the parts of the Old Testament that are connected to 

Jesus? 

Of course, there is nothing wrong with reading it that way, and in fact, it is an 

important way to read it. But if we read the Old Testament doing just that, we 

risk making the power of the gospel weaker than it should be. Paul says in 

Galatians (3:8) that the gospel was first preached to Abraham. 

 

The author of today's psalm is calling out to the Gentiles who do not know Jesus 

Christ. How can the reader worship the Lord his God if he does not know Jesus? 

 

In verse 2, the psalmist states that the reason the Gentiles praise the Lord is 

because Yahweh, the Lord, is full of "grace and truth. 

 

The words "grace and truth" are also the character of God, as seen throughout 

the Bible, and especially as we look at it from the Old Testament history, it 

becomes clear. We need to look at the Bible not only from Jesus' perspective, 

but also from the Old Testament perspective. 

So what do we mean by "grace" and "truth" in the Old Testament? 

 

When we say the word "Makoto," what image do we conjure up in our minds 

today? If you are here, you may think of Fukuda Sensei. It's (Fukuda) Makoto." 

But for those who do not know Mr. Fukuda, the first thing that comes to mind 

when one thinks of "makoto" is the meaning of "factual" or "certain. In the Old 

Testament, however, the word "makoto" has a stronger meaning of "sincerity. 

 

The word "grace" is also understood in the Old Testament as "God's faithfulness 

to His covenant. So the expression "grace and truth" is understood to mean that 

God is faithful and true to His covenant. 

Simply put, the divine nature of "grace" and "truth" means that God is a promise-

keeper. In the Old Testament, God made a covenant with Abraham to save the 

world through Israel. God's faithfulness to this covenant is testified to throughout 

Old Testament history. 

 

The psalmist says that it is the image of God's faithfulness and sincerity found 

throughout history that motivates us to praise God. From this Old Testament 

history, we can share the strength to praise God even in our current difficult and 

painful times. 

 

(2) Role of Old Testament History 1: Great influence on the way we live today 

To begin with, what role do you think history has? When I was in junior high 

school, one of my classmates asked the teacher the following question in history 

class. 
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"Teacher, what is the point of learning history?" And the teacher responded, 

"Well, I don't know, but I think it is important." 

 

"Learning about history means learning about the way we live now," he said. For 

example, if we learn the history of war and understand more about how harmful 

it is to us, we can move on to say that war is not something we should allow to 

go unchecked. History is something that has a great impact on the way we live 

now. 

 

Likewise, God's faithfulness and faithfulness in Old Testament history is also a 

force that moved the Israelite community to worship God. 

Thus, history has a great impact on the way we live today and changes our 

behavior. 

 

(2) Role of Old Testament History 2: Establishing Identity 

Along with this, history has another important role. It is the role of shaping our 

identity. This is even more obvious when we look at the history of individual 

human beings. It is said that our personal identity is established in the course of 

our lives. 

 

There is a singer and musician named Angela Aki. Angela Aki was half Japanese 

and half American. Growing up in a small rural town in Japan, she was the 

center of attention from everyone around her and had a complex about the 

fact that she was half Japanese. When she was in elementary school, she once 

threw her lunch into the river instead of eating it because people made a fuss 

when she brought her lunch to school because it was made by a foreigner. At 

the time, she was conflicted about being half-Japanese. She was such a good 

piano player. In junior high school, when she was playing the piano at school 

after school and people around her complimented her, she was able to accept 

herself playing the piano and establish her own identity. Until then, she had 

been a half-Aki-chan, but from that point on, she became aware that she was a 

piano aki-chan. 

 

Thus, the identity of who you are is also something that is established over the 

course of your life history. 

 

This establishment of identity through history is true not only for individuals, but 

also for peoples. 

Throughout history, the community of Israel established its identity as God's 

people, faithful to the covenant. 
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The first time the words "grace and truth" appear in the Bible is in Genesis 24:27. 

Abraham sends a servant to find a wife for his son Isaac. When this servant found 

the woman who would be Isaac's wife, he prayed to God, "I will give her to you, 

and you will give her to me. 

 

27 "Praise be to the Lord, the God of my master Abraham. The Lord has not 

forsaken his steadfast love and his faithfulness toward my master. ." 

When Abraham's servant found Isaac's wife, he praised the Lord, remembering 

God's faithfulness to His promise to Abraham to save the world through Israel. 

 

But more than that, it is also said that it was the Exodus event that strongly 

implanted the identity of the Israelites as the people of the merciful and true 

God. 

 

The promise to save the world through Israel also means, in other words, that no 

matter how critical Israel's situation may be, God will surely redeem and rescue 

Israel. That is the grace and truth of God. 

 

The Israelites came to be regarded as an undesirable people in Egypt. At one 

point, the Egyptian king Pharaoh, in an attempt to exterminate them, gave the 

order to kill every male child born as an Israelite. In the midst of such a crisis, God 

delivered Israel from Egypt to the promised land of Canaan. The Exodus 

established the identity of God's people that God would be faithful to deliver 

them. 

 

Furthermore, if we look at us Christians, our God is the same God as theirs. The 

history of the Old Testament is our history and our identity is the same identity. No 

matter what crisis we are in in our lives today, we can say that God is the God 

who will surely save us. 

 

4) The Role of Old Testament History 3: Influencing Trust 

Thus, the role of history is to influence the way we live today and to shape our 

identity.And, in addition, we need to look at another important role of history in 

tasting the gospel in depth. It is that, along with identity, it also forms trust. 

 

There is a famous story in Japanese history that has influenced our trust 

relationship with Turkey. It was the Turkish shipwreck incident in 1890, when one 

Turkish ship hit a rock and sank due to a typhoon. 

There were more than 600 people aboard the Turkish ship at the time, but many 

were thrown overboard and more than 500 people died. At this time, 69 Turks 

were rescued with the help of Japanese villagers who were near the ship. The 

rescue of these villagers was done with great risk to themselves. They jumped 
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into the sea and saved as many of these Turkish crew members as they could, 

despite the stormy seas caused by the typhoon. When they found survivors, they 

gave them artificial respiration and warmed them with the bodies of the 

villagers. For those who died, they gave them a generous burial, and for those 

who survived, they gave them generous care and sent them back to the 

Ottoman Empire of the time. 

 

This was the beginning of a relationship of trust between Turkey and Japan, and 

in 1985, during the Iran-Iraq War, when Saddam Hussein declared that all planes 

over Iran would be shot down in 48 hours, many Japanese were almost left 

behind. It was the Turkish government that saved Japan at that time. The Turkish 

government rescued the Japanese by plane before the Turkish nationals did, 

and for those Turkish nationals who were delayed in fleeing Iran, the 

government made the decision to allow them to escape by land. 

Turkey has not forgotten this debt of gratitude to this day, and its assistance in 

the aftermath of the Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011 was extremely 

generous. Throughout history, Turkey and Japan have built a relationship of 

mutual trust. 

 

When we look at Israel, their trust in God is deepened by the acts God has done 

throughout their history.They have the identity to say that they are God's people 

of "grace" and "truth," but God's acts in the Exodus have been told in the Bible 

and in festivals since then, and the trust in God that "the God who saved us then 

will surely save us again" has taken root among them. 

 

It is not known exactly when this Psalm 117 was written. However, the psalms 

preceding and following it suggest that it was written after the Babylonian 

Captivity.If so, Israel was in the midst of judgment at the time the psalmist lived. 

 

Israel's repeated idolatry led to the judgment known as the Babylonian 

Captivity. This judgment continued thereafter until the time of Jesus. The author 

of Psalm 117 was in the midst of a time when the promises of God were most 

doubtful. And the Babylonian captivity was also a great crisis of identity. The 

land of Israel was lost, the temple and king were lost, and the question of 

whether they were really God's people was easily lost. It is easy to lose one's 

identity. However, even in such a critical situation, they did not completely lose 

hope. They did not lose faith in God, but rather said, "God who saved us then will 

surely save us again in the future," even in a critical situation. They had within 

them the identity of being "God's people who are faithful and true to the 

covenant. 

That is why they were able to praise the Lord in the midst of crisis, saying, 

"Hallelujah, praise the Lord," and invite the Gentiles to join them in this praise. 
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This motive that enabled the Israelites of the Old Testament to sing "Hallelujah" in 

praise can be the same motive for us today. Even when we are going through 

difficult or sad times in our lives, our God is the God who will surely lead us to 

salvation again. Because of God's testimony in history, we can say that God is a 

God who always keeps His promises and will save us no matter what crisis we 

are in. 

 

The history of Israel in the Old Testament is the foundation of the gospel, building 

the framework for the entire Bible. If we cut out this Old Testament perspective 

of the entire Bible, we cut out part of the power of the gospel. Knowing the 

history of the Old Testament essentially shapes our identity and our trust in God, 

and motivates our actions to praise and glorify the Lord. 

 

And although the author of Psalm 117 lived in a time of judgment, we know 

what God did after this.The author of the Gospel of John tells us that "Jesus Christ 

was full of grace and truth."Paul also tells us in Galatians 3:13 that this crucifixion 

of Jesus was for the Jews. 

 

"Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us--for it 

is written, 'Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree'--" 

 

The "we" here can be understood from the previous context to refer to the Jews, 

not to Christians, including Gentiles. Paul's reference to the curse of the Law is 

the cursing for the transgression of the Law of Moses, which is a judgment and a 

curse on the people of Israel.The cross of Jesus took on the curse of Israel. 

 

But not only that, in the following verse 14, we see that the cross of Jesus extends 

to the Gentiles as well. 

 

"So that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so 

that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith." 

 

God has been faithful to His covenant, first with Israel and then, through Israel, 

with all peoples, Paul says. Jesus came to the land which was the true Israel  as 

the King of Israel. Anyone who accepts Jesus, the true Israel, as our Lord can join 

the Church, the new Israel. 

 

And now we are on the way to the completion of God's covenant. God 

promises to fulfill the completion of His Kingdom with us. 

Our lives are also in a state of exodus. We often feel that we are in darkness in 

our lives, but we can always taste God's salvation from it. 
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Yuya Fukuda, the pastor's son passed away recently.  All of us will experience 

the darkness of death in the future, just as the people of Israel did in Egypt. Yet, 

we can have confidence that God will lead us out of it to salvation. 

 

God is the one who will surely bring us to salvation. As God's people of grace 

and truth, let us praise the Lord this week with hope in this divine promise! 

 

Let's pray. 


