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“Rescue Mission”
Genesis 14:11-24

The Bible passage I want to share with you today is not easy to read because it is riddled
with names of people and places.
The Genesis 14 passage is about Abram, but it is set against the backdrop of facts in
Abram's life that are quite different from those that surround us today.

There are two things to keep in mind as background for the record in chapter 14.  One is
the incident of Lot, Abram's nephew, being involved in a war. Lot had left Ur of the
Chaldees with Abraham, and they had worked together up to a point, but then they
had to separate. More details are given in chapter 13.

The animals that Abraham and Lot each owned and the people, including slaves, were
too numerous to share the same land, so they decided to separate.  Lot and his family
moved to Sodom, which, from Abraham's perspective, was a low and fertile land.

Another thing to remember is that chapter 14 unfolds like a picture scroll or panoramic
picture of how the world was then structured in terms of power relations.

Because it is a bit confusing, let me give you a step-by-step summary of the war. The first
key figure is Chedorlaomer, the king of Elam.

Chedorlaomer was one of the kings who ruled the whole region at that time, and his
local kingdom consisted of nine small kingdoms.  In the fourteenth year, as verse 4 says
five tribes revolted. The reason is not given. Perhaps they wanted independence
because they were oppressed. They took up arms for independence and started a war
against the armies of Chedorlaomer.

However, four kings took the side of Chedorlaomer, meaning that they continued to
follow the path of protection under the larger state, while the five kings rebelled for their
freedom.

It was the age of the "warlords," and there was such an age in Japan before the Edo
shogunate ruled the country. In other words, the strong ruled over the weak, and the
ruled were deprived of all rights and treated as slaves or worse.
The civil war was fought between the forces of the regime, Chedorlaomer, and those
allied as a rebel army.
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Verses 1-9
As a result of the war, the rebels were severely defeated and fled before the enemy.

Verses 9-12
As was the custom in those days, the winning side was supposed to take from the losing
side. Lot and his family, who had separated from Abram and were living in Sodom, were
caught up in the civil war and were kidnapped and robbed of their belongings, leaving
nothing behind.
The same thing has happened in modern wars. During World War II, the Japanese
Kwantung Army's "Sanko Sakusen," or "Three Light Strategy," was an order to kill, burn,
and rob the enemy.

The misery that befell Lot and his family has often been interpreted that Lot reaped the
fruit of unbelief and Abram reaped the fruit of faith.  Lot, as the result of the weakness of
his faith was attracted by the fertility and abundance he saw with his eyes rather than
looking to the Lord.  However, the place where Abram stayed was not fertile but was the
result of looking to the Lord.

This is the concept of cause and effect.
This concept teaches that people reap the results of their actions, and that we reap
what we sow. If you sow the seed sown by unbelief, you must reap the fruit produced by
unbelief.

However, God, who is Abram's father and our father, does not present the idea that
people reap what they sow and thus deserve to encounter disastrous events.

Abram's actions upon hearing the news that Lot and his family had been abducted can
be seen as Abram's sacrifice for his relatives, but also as following a calling from the Lord.
It was a rescue plan that was not only out of compassion, but also out of a sense of
risking himself, that is, risking his life. In this sense, we can see the nature of the Lord's work
in Abram's actions as well.
The Lord Jesus gave up Himself and surrendered His life to death as a ransom to save our
lives.

Verses 13 and 14

During Abram's lifetime, one had to protect oneself. It is believed that the slaves were
trained on a daily basis to be fighting soldiers and to be ready for real battles. There
were 318 of them.
Abram's battle was not a battle to defeat the enemy, but to recapture Lot and his
family. Still, 318 men is not a number to fight against an army of tens of thousands of
men. It was far too few, and in terms of numbers, they were outnumbered from the start.
To take advantage of the situation, Abram took advantage of the moment when they
were basking in the glow of victory. And he chose a night when not only were they not
alert, but when it appeared that not all the soldiers had weapons in their hands.
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Verses 15 and 16
It is important to note that Abram took back Lot and his family, but he also took back the
people belonging to Sodom and the property that belonged to the king of Sodom.
Abram did not want only his own people to be protected.

Nepotism is a way of thinking that, when things happen, we only think of ourselves and
our circle's interests and do not care about those who are outside of our circle. In
contrast, the way of life shown by the Lord is different from cronyism. Even if we are in
different positions and have different religious beliefs, we are to pray as neighbors and
strive to protect their lives and property.

When Abram was victorious, two people visited him.
One was Bela, king of Sodom. Bera fell into a bituminous pit, but seems to have survived. 
The other was Melchizedek, king of Salem.

The Bible does not give us any clear information about Melchizedek. Although a great
deal about him is still unknown, the encounter with Abram, if we only go by what the
Bible tells us, was the prototype of the church and worship that we have inherited
through Abram and Melchizedek.

Verses 17-24
Melchizedek, king and priest, blessed Abram and brought him bread and wine.
Needless to say, this signifies the sacrament. The bread represents the body of the Lord,
and the blood of the Lord shed for man. In worship, we receive the Word and blessings
from the Lord. The bread and wine represent blessings from the Lord. Abram offered a
tenth of everything to Melchizedek.

Theological opinion, though weak evidence and not necessarily a strong opinion, is that
some interpretations equate Melchizedek with the incarnate Lord.

Even though Melchizedek was not with Jesus, Abram's offering was a response to the
blessing and symbolizes the devotion that accompanies our faith. The response of faith
must be accompanied not only by inner obedience, but also by a life dedicated to the
Lord and actions of offering our lives.

Abram not only acted as he did because he was a relative, but also because he
followed the Lord's call. That is why he refused the offer from the king of Sodom.
He knew the temperament of the king of Sodom. It means that he was a character who
was not comfortable unless everything was guided by his own interests and his own
glory, and it is a mindset of "What is mine is mine, and what is yours is also mine.

Abram must have been well aware of the character of the king of Sodom and
protected the honor of the Lord so that all the glory would be attributed to the Lord, not
giving him seeds that he would later use as his own boastful story or credit.
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From the perspective of Abram, a man of faith, if there was a small thing that was to be
attributed to the Lord but would later be boasted of by others, he would have wanted
to remove it in advance, even if only a small thing.
He did not want the king of Sodom to say that he was the one who made Abram rich,
but I think he wanted to attribute all of his success to the glory of the Lord, not to his own
gain.

Let's pray.


