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Luke 24:1-12 “The Resurrected Lord” 

Introduction  

 

Brothers and Sisters, today is Easter (Resurrection Sunday).  We celebrate Christ rising from the dead.  

It is an especially wonderful day.  We are in the midst of anxiety concerning the coronavirus.  

However, Jesus who loves us has risen and lives.  Let us once again call this truth to our minds. 

 

Perhaps someone says, “I can’t even imagine that anyone could rise from the dead.  To this scientific 

generation, this is nonsense.”  This is commonly thought today.  “Why should I believe that?  Because 

of this, it doesn’t matter how long Christianity stays in Japan, it won’t spread.  Christianity is even 

called ‘mysterious’ or “strange”.  I can imagine hearing this voice. 

 

However, this kind of argument is not just a mistaken conjecture.  Even those who first heard that Jesus 

was risen did not believe it.  So, even if you consider Christianity as irrevalent, please listen to today’s 

message from the Bible. 

 

Luke 24:1-12  The Resurrection 

 

1 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had 

prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did 

not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood 

by them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, 

the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. 

Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into 

the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered his 

words, 9 and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the 

rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other 

women with them who told these things to the apostles, 11 but these words seemed to them an idle 

tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, 

he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened. 

 

I will speak from three points.  The first one is “doubt.”  The resurrection is unbelievable to anyone at 

first.  As the second point, let’s look at “truth”.  I’d like to pursue the details of the history of the 

resurrection.  And the third point is “word” or “message.”  What is contained in the message of Jesus’ 

resurrection? 

 

1. Doubt . . . What were the disciple’s first impressions/emotions? 

 As we read before, the Bible portrays Jesus’ resurrection in a very concise manner.  Those women 

and disciples who first went to the tomb discovered that Jesus’ body was not there.  They were 

surprised that his body was not there, but that did not make them think that he was risen.  Rather, 

they were filled with doubt.  Put simply, they could not believe it. 

 

Isn’t this a typical response?  In this generation, thinking from a logical and scientific viewpoint, many 

don’t believe the resurrection of Jesus.  Even those from ancient times, from historical or experiential 

reason doubted the resurrection.  The women who first arrived at the tomb saw that Jesus’ body 

was not there, and they were greatly disturbed.   

 

These were women who had been at the foot of the cross and had witnessed Jesus death with their 

own eyes.  They were eyewitnesses of how Jesus had been taken down from the cross and how he 

had been buried.  And because they loved him dearly, they kept the Jewish tradition of putting 

spices and perfume on Jesus’ body, as they came to grieve.  There was no thought of resurrection. 

 

For sure, these women had a deep respect for Jesus.  So having said that though, believing the 

resurrection was a different issue.  It wasn’t that the idea of resurrection could not have been born 

out of their respect and affection for Jesus.  However, they could not even fathom it. 
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Let’s think about the disciples who were close to Jesus.  After the women had encountered the angel, 

they went to where the disciples were.  They told the disciples everything they had seen and heard 

at the tomb.  Did those who heard that believe it?  Peter ran at full speed to the tomb and looked 

inside, but Jesus’ body was not there.  He was surprised and suspicious about this as he returned.  

He did not believe!  Luke 24:11,12 - “But they did not believe the women, because their words 

seemed to them like nonsense.  Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb.  Bending over, he saw 

the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.” 

 

Brothers and sisters, even if you think that the resurrection is difficult to believe, this is an ordinary 

response.  Even in the first century, it was disputed among the Jews.  The Pharisees acknowledged 

that there are resurrections, but they thought these would happen at the end of the world.  Another 

group of leaders within Jewish society, the Sadducees, basically did not believe in resurrections. 

 

But, as the Bible says, what if Jesus was risen?  My brothers and sisters, would not our lives and this world 

be completely different?  Our thoughts about death, our purpose in life, everything would change.  

A bright light would shine on the way we live.  We would have victory over death! 

 

2.  Truth . . . The resurrection in detail 

 Okay, so how did the episode of the resurrection unfold?  Let’s pursue the facts, the truth involved. 

 

In point #1, we saw that Jesus’ body was not in the grave.  After the women went to the tomb, Peter 

also quickly went, and bent over and looked into the tomb.  He found the linen clothes that had 

been used to wrap Jesus’ body in.  (Even though it was dark in the tomb, there was still enough light 

to see.)  He could not confirm that Jesus’ body was there. 

 

In other words, Jesus’ tomb was empty!  In general, how do we confirm death?  We do it through an 

autopsy.  Whether it is through sickness or accident, we prove death by the existence of a dead 

body.  However, Jesus’ body is not there.  Only three days before, on Friday at sunset, it had been 

laid there. 

 

Of course, there are arguments against Jesus’ resurrection.  It is said that Jesus was only unconscious, 

and the cool air of the tomb revived him.  That is impossible.  The Roman soldier pierced Jesus’ side 

with his spear, and confirmed death.  Because of being scourged, Jesus was already near death 

before being put on the cross.   

 

Another argument against Jesus’ resurrection is that his disciples came and stole the body, and then 

made up the resurrection story.  This too is not possible.  The disciples had all run away when Jesus 

was killed on the cross.  They had gone back to Galilee.  They did not have the courage to take the 

body.  In addition, Roman soldiers had strong security in front of the tomb.   

 

Not only that, but if Jesus’ disciples had stolen the body, hid it and then done away with it, Christianity 

would have begun with a lie.  The foundation of Christianity, and those who became the leaders of 

the church and all they wrote and their martyrdom would all be based on a lie.  Would they have 

given their lives if this had all been a lie? 

 

So, let me ask a question from the other side.  When the rumor spread that Jesus had risen, why could 

those who opposed that not search for his dead body and produce it as evidence?  In spite of their 

strong arguments, they could not disprove it.  That was because he really was risen! 

 

Let’s go on to the next truth.  Who was the first witness to testify about Jesus’ resurrection?  According 

to the gospels, it was a woman.  It comes out clearly in 24:10.  “It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 

Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles.” 

 

Let’s notice that a woman was the first witness.  At that time in ancient society, the testimony of a 

woman was not accepted in a legal courtroom.  In those days, there was a predominance of men 

over women and women experienced prejudice.  Nevertheless, the Bible records that a woman 

was the first witness.  There is no other explanation for this other than it was actually the truth.   
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If Jesus’ resurrection had become a myth or fairy tale in the church of later generations, there is no 

explanation for why the first witness was a woman.  There was no credibility or authority to a woman’s 

testimony.  In order for many people to believe in Jesus’ resurrection, it would be necessary for a 

man to make an appearance as a witness.  So, the fact that a woman was recorded as the first 

witness becomes convincing evidence that this really was true. 

 

Also, it is valuable to have names of the first witnesses recorded.  That way you can question and 

investigate them.  The apostle Paul in his letters to the church in Corinth, written about 55 AD, records 

the names of those who met Jesus after his resurrection.  They were still alive.  It was Paul’s intention 

that those who doubted the resurrection of Jesus would investigate their testimony. 

 

 

Modern scientists seem to be the most resistant to the resurrection.  However, Francis Collins, a 

scientist who has analyzed human genomes (DNA), says this about the resurrection of Jesus.  “It 

is said that this good person (Jesus) was raised from the dead.  As a scientist, it was difficult for 

me to accept this.  On the other hand, if Jesus Himself was really the Son of God, as he said 

himself, then it would not be anything special for him to change the natural laws.  Now, the 

cross and resurrection of Jesus as a strategy to span the difference between God and myself 

has considerable power to persuade me.  Through the person of Jesus Christ, I was able to fill in 

the gap between God and my own understanding.” 

(Genomes and the Bible/The Language of God, pp. 217,219) 

 

 

3.  Word . . . the message of the resurrection 

If the resurrection is really true, then our lives cannot help but change.  The attitudes of the women 

who first came to the tomb were changed.  Did you notice that?  Compared to Peter, there was a 

remarkable change.  At first, these women were wondering why Jesus’ body was not there.  They 

were filled with grief and anxiety.  Later on however, they took the initiative themselves to tell the 

eleven disciples what they had seen and heard (v. 9). 

 

What about Peter’s reaction compared to them?  Just like the women, he looked in the tomb, and 

was surprised to see no body.  He heard from the women what the angel had said.  However, as 

before, he thought it was nonsense and unreliable.  Being surprised, he returned home.  He did not 

take home with him this new message that he should have shared with everyone.  Faith in the Lord’s 

resurrection will change our lives.   

 

What was the message these women heard at the tomb?  Luke 24:5 . . . “Why do you look for the 

living among the dead?  He is not here; he has risen!  Remember how he told you, while he was 

still with you in Galilee.  ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be 

crucified and on the third day be raised again.’” 

 

These women had not yet met the risen Lord.  But yet, they were now hearing and recalling the 

message of the gospel of the kingdom of God.  They were remembering everything Jesus had done 

in healing people, giving people new life and forgiveness and connecting it with his resurrection.  

They were reflecting on how he had prayed a prayer of forgiveness and intercession from the cross.  

They were remembering Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross and the way this showed his love for them.  

They were connecting this with his resurrection. 

 

Furthermore, they were recalling how Jesus had led the robber crucified next to him to paradise.     

They were connecting this with his resurrection.  They were remembering how when Jesus took his 

last breath, the earth was split open, and they were connecting this to his resurrection.  It was then 

they realized that the resurrection was true. 

 

The resurrected Lord Jesus defeated death.  According to the Bible, death is the result of sin.  It is God’s 

judgement of sin and leads to the eternal destruction of life.  However, Jesus rose from the dead 

and frees those who believe from the power of death.  We are not wrapped up in the pre-mature 
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darkness of death.  We are illuminated by the light that is in the hope of the resurrection, and we 

are adorned with its brightness. 

 

The new corona virus reminds us of the threat of death.  Our contact and fellowship with people has 

been shut down.  Our jobs have been adversely affected.  Getting infected with no cure in sight 

has caused us to be overcome with suspicion in relationships.  However, my brothers and sisters, the 

resurrected Lord, who ultimately defeated death, is with us.  The resurrection of Jesus is a guarantee 

of our cure from sickness and death into resurrection life for those who trust in Jesus.  Let us call upon 

the name of our resurrected Lord, and pray to him.  Even in death, there is hope.  Let us share the 

love of Jesus with each other. 

 

 

Jesus is risen, and he lives now.  He is with us and can give us encouragement and help and hope and 

joy.  The truth of Jesus’ resurrection promises us that our desires and hopes will be realized anew, 

and that our hope is sure! 

 


