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Acts 2:37-47 "Gospel-Centered Community"  (Identity) 

” 

 

Introduction 

 

Today, we are beginning a vision campaign where we will be taking a look at Grace City’s new 

vision statement. Grace has just celebrated its 10 year anniversary this year, and looking 

forward, we desire to progress from ‘survival’ to ‘revival.’ Especially in this season of suffering the 

effects of Covid-19, let’s turn our eyes to the fresh vision God has given us. 

 

Grace City is a gospel-centered community. (Identity) 

Our vision is, by making disciples of Christ, that Tokyo would be filled with God’s grace. (Vision) 

Our mission is, through faithful Bible teaching and worship, to see people’s lives remade, to help 

restore our communities, to contribute to the renewal of culture, to respond to the suffering in 

our society, and to bring an evangelistic gospel movement from Tokyo to the world. (Mission) 

 

Today, we will be focusing in on Grace City’s identity. We are “a gospel-centered community.” 

Let’s examine Scripture to discover who we are, and what kind of community this is.  

 

 

Acts 2:37-47 

 
37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 

apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized 

every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all 

who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other 

words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this 

crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were 

added that day about three thousand souls. 42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' 

teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came 

upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And 

all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their 

possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day 

by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received 

their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

 

 

From this passage we will examine the question “what is a gospel-centered community?” from 

three different angles. First, Grace City is continually being spiritually renewed by the gospel, 

which offers us forgiveness. Second, a gospel-centered community is a fellowship (koinōnia) 
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that gives generously. And third, we are a passionate, missional community that shares and 

spreads the gospel.  

 

So our three points are 1) a community experiencing spiritual renewal, 2) a koinōnia that gives 

generously, and 3) an evangelistic, missional community. 

 

1. Spiritual Reformation through the Gospel 

 

The church in Acts serves as a great model for Christian churches in every time period. You 

could say that it’s a church prototype that we ought to learn from and model ourselves after. 

By reading and learning from Scripture, we can see what a community birthed by the gospel 

looks like.  

 

Let’s take a look at how the first church (i.e. Christian community) was started. By observing 

how they were first gathered together, we will be able to see what is most important for a 

gospel-centered community. Peter preached a message about Jesus, making his case from 

the Old Testament. The Messiah, Jesus, whose words and actions were full of power, was 

crucified and raised from the dead three days later. And now his gospel is spreading by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Peter tells them to repent, receive forgiveness for their sins, be baptized, and receive the Holy 

Spirit. Verse 38. 

 

2:38 “And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’” 

 

Here, Peter makes clear that the most important thing is a heart change, believing in the 

gospel of Christ and repenting from sin. After our hearts are changed by Christ and we 

experience his forgiveness, we begin a new life, new relationships, and a new community. And 

central to this is spiritual renewal.  

 

The hearts of those 3000 people were truly changed (repentance) and they experienced 

God’s forgiveness. In this way, a gospel-centered community was started. Just like the 

Christians in ancient times, we today are a gathering of people made new by the gospel, and 

who have devoted ourselves to Christ because of this change.  

 

And furthermore, the spiritual renewal that comes from the gospel doesn’t just happen when 

you first trust Jesus, it’s something that needs to happen continuously throughout our lives. Just 

because you’ve trusted Jesus doesn’t mean you are a perfect, finished product. The Bible says 

that we are “born again” when we believe the gospel. Just like a baby grows little by little 

after being born, we also must be continually made new through gospel nourishment. 
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The reason is that we still make mistakes and sin. We are a gathering of sinful people who have 

been forgiven by Christ. We are not perfectly holy saints, and we need the gospel of Jesus 

every day. That is why the Christians in the book of Acts were gathering every day to hear 

God’s Word, to worship, and to serve each other in love. 

 2:42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 

 

We should not take these things as mere religious activities. Through worship, gathering, 

communion, and prayer, their hearts were daily being remade. This is a spiritual process of 

being renewed in the image of Jesus. A gospel-centered community is one in which the 

members are continually made new by the gospel. 

 

If you have experienced forgiveness for your sins through the gospel, if your heart has been 

changed, if you have been healed and set free, then your way of life and your relationships will 

certainly change. Pastor John Stott said, “Our actions towards others are determined by our 

thoughts toward ourselves.” 

 

In other words, if you have experienced forgiveness, you will begin to forgive others. If you have 

repented and received forgiveness from God, your attitude and behavior toward other people 

will begin to change. A community full of grace and love is shaped by your attitudes, actions, 

and relationships, which have been renewed by the gospel. This is the hope of the world! Won’t 

you commit today to being a gospel-centered community? 

 

2. A Koinōnia that Gives Generously 

 

I bet your attention was probably caught by verses 44-45 in today’s passage. 

 

2:44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were 

selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had 

need. 

 

This is an astonishing community. It says here that they shared their own possessions with each 

other. Even though there weren’t any rules or regulations forcing them to do so, on their own 

initiative, they sold their possessions to meet each others’ needs. “They received their food with 

glad and generous hearts.” Today, we call this kind of Christian relationship “fellowship,” and in 

Greek it’s called koinōnia. 

 

However, it seems like modern Christians tend to have a different interpretation and practice 

of koinōnia than the gospel-centered community depicted in the Bible did. I say that 

because, originally, koinōnia was synonymous with the idea of sharing each other's lives.  

 

Included in the concept of koinōnia is taking time to meet with people, sharing life 

experiences, sharing meals together, and, when necessary, sharing money and belongings 
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with those who need it. However, modern people tend to interpret koinōnia to mean teaching 

from the Bible, sharing the spiritual truths we have experienced, and supporting each other in 

prayer.  

 

However, in the original sense, this ‘fellowship’ was much more than a mere spiritual exchange 

between Christians. If you read verses 44-45, and the rest of Acts, you can see that when 

someone is in trouble or in need, people meet those needs with their own possessions and 

property. Scripture shows Christians mutually helping each other in extremely generous and 

concrete ways, sharing materially and financially. 

 

When that happened, no one proudly claimed “That was originally mine, but I donated it.” 

They shared with a generous heart and a gracious attitude.  

 

About 7 or 8 years ago, I participated in the Bento Project and met a man who was shivering 

in the cold. I handed him a bento and asked about his current circumstances. I really wanted 

to give him something that he could wear immediately, but at the time, we didn’t have any 

clothes to distribute. So I took off my own jacket and gave it to him. After I got home, I proudly 

told my wife about what I had done. 

 

I met that man many times at the Bento Project after that, but he never thanked me. He was 

there wearing the jacket I gave him and I couldn’t help but want to hear the words “thank 

you.” When I think about that time, I am reminded what koinōnia really is, reminded of Jesus’ 

sacrifice for me on the cross, of the love he gives for free without requiring anything in return, 

and I repent.  

 

In a gospel-centered community, we don’t hoard our success for ourselves, because we have 

a completely different way of thinking about success. Any wealth earned due to success at 

work is for the purpose of contributing to society (ie, the Kingdom of God). It’s purpose is to 

practically express the love of God as an overflow of Christ’s forgiveness in the community.  

 

The reason we do this is because Christians are already perfectly happy because they are 

loved by God and their sins have been forgiven through the power of the gospel. This is true 

even of Christians who aren’t wealthy or who don’t hold any sort of important position. You are 

completely satisfied by Jesus, so you can share what you have with others.  

 

Or you could put it this way. I succeeded because of the abilities given to me by God. He 

arranged my surrounding environment and the social systems I live in. Even though I could 

never control or arrange these things for myself, I encountered the right people and the right 

chances at the right time. In that sense, my success is thanks to my community and my society, 

and it is a gift from God. I think that admission is a gospel-centered, healthy way to think.  

 

How do you create this kind of attitude? In verse 42 it says “they devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching.” We learn the gospel message of Christ’s forgiveness and love through 
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Scripture. We must teach each other and support each other as we determine what to do in 

practice. As I said in our first point, we need to believe the gospel, repent, and experience 

spiritual renewal every day. 

 

3. A Missional Community 

 

So you can see, the Christian community, or church, depicted in the Bible was incredibly 

attractive. Take a look at verse 47. It says the first Christian community had “favor with all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.”  

 

Many people in Jerusalem became interested in the Jesus community. This was because the 

people in that community were unlike anyone they had ever met before, and began to desire 

to enter the community themselves. And this was happening every day! A gospel-centered 

community is unlike any other kind of community. 

 

The first difference is that they have accepted, and continually rely on, a message of 

forgiveness and love, the gospel. And the second difference is that the members of the 

community themselves have been changed by that gospel. That heart attitude and way of 

living cannot be found in any other community. Of course, sharing your possessions with your 

friends was also an ideal among Greek philosophers like Plato and Aristotle, but that ideal was 

never realized. 

 

Surprisingly, though, you can see that this ethic emerged thoroughly and practically in the 

Christain community. It wasn’t just directed toward a person’s friends, in this community of true 

love and forgiveness, Christians shared their life and their belongings with people Roman 

citizens could never call friends, like slaves, and even their enemies and persecutors. Christian 

scholar Rodney Stark says, 

 

“(Christianity) grew because Christians constituted an intense community,...the primary 

means of its growth was through the united and motivated efforts of the growing 

numbers of Christian believers, who invited their friends, relatives, and neighbors to share 

the “good news”. 

Grace City is also a gospel-centered community. The reality of the gospel is expressed in both 

our words and our actions. We want everyone in Tokyo to know and experience the reality of 

this gospel, to experience the power and hope that comes from a life full of forgiveness and 

love. It has been reported that suicides have increased since the pandemic began. We long for 

those who are sad and despairing to receive the joy and purpose that is found in Christ.  

 

My desire is for those who have experienced worldly success to contribute to seeing our society 

filled with the gospel through humble, Christ-like service. To participate in the coming of the 

Kingdom of God. I believe that this is absolutely where true joy and purpose in life are found. 
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Where should we start, then? The Bible emphasizes the importance of prayer, and prayer was 

one distinction of the first Christian community. Turn your heart toward your friends and the 

people around you and consider what needs are there. Let’s pray and ask the Lord how we 

can serve. 

 

10 Steps for Casual Evangelism 

 

1. Let people know you are a Christian 

2. Inquire about your friends’ lives, including matters of faith 

3. Listen intently to any problems your friends are facing 

4. Share honestly about your own problems, and how your faith is a help to you 

5. Introduce and share helpful books 

6. Share your personal experiences and testimonies (including your faith) 

7. Respond to any questions or opposing opinions 

8. Invite friends to church events, community groups, or worship services 

9. Invite friends to read the Bible together 

10. Invite friends to participate in an introductory Bible study 

 

The church can be an intimidating place for Japanese people. Grace City tries to put on 

casual events that are easy to participate in; but, first, let’s each orient our hearts to those 

around us, and begin to pray. 

 

 


