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Romans 5:12-21  The Gift of Grace 
 

Introduction 

 

The Bible tells us that through one person, Jesus Christ, all people can be saved, and by 

believing in him, we are able to receive abundant grace.  This is the principal message of 

Christianity.  However, there are many who are opposed to this message.  They determine that 

they can achieve happiness and success on their own.  Some say it’s absolute nonsense to 

think that you need to believe in one person as your Savior in order to be happy and blessed. 

 

But history shows that even one hero often changes life and society.  Nobunaga Oda and 

Hideyoshi Toyotomi set the course to end the era of war after war.  It can be said that by 

establishing Edo, that is Tokyo, as the capital city, Ieyasu Tokugawa brought about a peaceful 

period known as the Edo period.  It is no exaggeration to say that the foundation of Tokyo’s 

prosperity today was started by one leader, Ieyasu Tokugawa.  In this way, by the appearance 

and activities of one leader, all who are associated with him receive many benefits. 

 

Today, let’s look together at the last half of Romans chapter 5.  The history of sin that started 

with Adam was overthrown by Jesus Christ.  And, through Jesus, sin and death were changed 

into life and salvation. 

 

Romans 5:12-21 

 

12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so 

death spread to all men because all sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world before the law 

was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death reigned from Adam to 

Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type 

of the one who was to come. 

 

15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much 

more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ 

abounded for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the 

judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many 

trespasses brought justification. 17 For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through 

that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 

righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 

 

18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads 

to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were 

made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 20 Now the law 

came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so 

that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Brothers and sisters, often the Bible challenges our intellect and way of thinking.  Perhaps 

today’s Scripture is one of those passages.  Here are three points we will consider together. 

1) In Adam, everyone is a sinner.  Every person is ruled by sin and death.  2) As we contrast 

Adam and Jesus Christ, let’s shift our attention to God’s great plan of salvation.  In other words, 
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let’s focus on the gift of grace that Christ offers to all sinners.  And, 3) Know how much God’s 

abundant grace covers sin.  I will speak about a life of repentance and living in grace. 

 

Here are the three points: 

 

1. The Domination of Sin and Death 

2. The Gift of Grace 

3. Live in Grace 

 

1. The Domination of Sin and Death 

 

In the preceding verses of Romans chapter 5, the Apostle Paul declares that Christ 

accomplished something wonderful.  That is, he restored our relationship with God.  We 

become filled with hope, joy, and love.  Paul also established that through salvation, Christ 

brought to us a purpose for living. 

 

However, is this the true reality?  Paul was a practical person.  Furthermore, he was often 

opposed and attacked.  Assuming the stance of those who opposed the gospel and criticized 

and attacked Paul, I write this: 

 “Is there really eternal joy and life in this world that is full of sin, and where death rules like 

a king?  How can it be possible that through the sacrifice of one person’s life—no matter 

how noble he is—all people can be saved simply by believing this?  Why do you say that 

my life can change as a result of one event in Jesus’ life?” 

 

Paul then proceeds to illustrate God’s great plan of salvation.  He shows how the sacrifice of 

Jesus’ life solves the problem of sin and death.  He also shows how our lives, and, indeed the 

history of the world is changed because of Christ’s sacrifice.  In other words, through Adam, the 

first human being, sin and death entered the world.  However, Christ, who is compared to 

Adam, conquered sin and death by his own death on the cross and his resurrection.  Paul 

clarifies this “mechanism.” 

 

The verses we just read tell us about sin and death, which is a message we don’t like to hear 

much at all.  Here, Paul is explaining this from a historical point of view.  He carefully explains the 

three phases that lead us to Christ.  The first is that one man, Adam sinned and sin entered the 

world.  The second phase is that as a result, death entered the world as a judgment for sin.  The 

third phase is that death spread to all people because all have sinned.  First, sin entered the 

world.  Secondly, death entered the world.  Thirdly, because of sin, death extends to all the 

world. 

 

I want us to notice that in verse 12, Paul says, “ . . . all sinned.”  The meaning of this phrase is one 

that Bible scholars have debated.  But, the interpretation that best fits the context is, “in Adam, 

all have sinned.”  Why is this the best interpretation?  Because of the grammar, in which the 

aorist form is used, which indicates a specific event that happened once in the past. 

 

What does this mean?  It means that Adam was a representative, so to speak, of the whole 

human  race.  Because of Adam’s sin, all human beings are regarded as sinners.  And, the result 

of sin, which is death, also extends to all human beings.  Therefore, we have to say that in Adam 

all have sinned.  The truth is, in reality, everyone is a sinner. 
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Together with Adam, we are, as it were, members of the same community.  For example, if the 

president of your company decided to merge with another company, the contract that he 

signs would be regarded as a contract with the entire company and indicate a kind of 

agreement from all the employees.  And again, if the Diet members who are chosen through 

an election, make laws in the Diet, even if you do not agree with the law, you are, in a sense, a 

part of their decisions because, whether these decisions dominate or enrich your life, they 

extend to the entire country. 

 

In a similar way, in Adam, we are all sinners.  This is called ‘original sin.’  We have not committed 

sin as Adam did, but we are people in rebellion to God.  In the motivations of our hearts we 

have inherited Adam’s nature.  We are leading self-centered lives apart from God.  

Furthermore, the sin nature is present in all aspects of our lives.  We have to say that we are 

completely corrupt. 

 

The state of our sin nature, which we call total depravity, is like putting dirty water from the 

Sumida River into a cup.  At first the entire cup of water is smelly and brown.  If you hold it up to 

the light, you cannot see through to the other side.  If you wait 24 hours, the dirt begins to settle 

and the water at the very top becomes more clear.  If you wait another couple of days, you 

can remove the mud and transfer the clear water to another cup.  Now, if you hold it up to the 

light, you can clearly see through to the other side.  Can you drink this water?  If you do, you will 

likely get sick and even die, perhaps. 

 

2.  The Gift of Grace 

 

Therefore, according to the Bible, in Adam, all have sinned and are completely corrupt.  There 

are no exceptions.  Every person is born with a sin nature, with one’s fate being death.  The 

teaching that we are all sinners because Adam sinned may be somewhat incomprehensible to 

a modern, individualist. 

 

But, is it not good news to us that God deals with us through a representative?  It is a familiar 

teaching that someday we will each stand before God.  We will be our own representative and 

defend ourselves in God’s eternal court.  There is no one who can make a defense for us.  How 

will a person be able to make excuses before God at that time? 

 

However, what if Jesus could become my representative and your representative and defend 

us before God?  Even in our modern courts, the person accused of a crime has a lawyer.  A 

lawyer’s words, testimony, and arguments are regarded as the words of the accused.  In 

Romans 5:14 it says, “[Adam] was a type of the one who was to come.” 

 

Just as sin entered the world through Adam, and as a result, all human beings are under the 

dominion of sin and death, so also, Jesus becomes the representative for all who will believe in 

him.  Because of his work, we are forgiven of our sin, we are given life, and we can experience 

fullness of joy and hope.  This is not irrelevant.  Rather, it’s a rational, wonderful solution.  In the 

words of today’s Scripture passage, this is God’s ‘gift of grace’ to us. 
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Romans 5:17. “For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, 

much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 

righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.” 

 

In verses 15-17, not only is a contrast made between Adam and Christ, but these verses show 

the absolute greatness of what Christ did for us.  Adam intentionally turned against God.  In 

Genesis 3, Adam was egoistic and self-centered in his desire to be like God.  Christ, on the other 

hand, not only submitted to God in righteousness and obedience, but on the cross he gave up 

his life as a sacrifice for us because of his love and mercy to us. 

 

Adam’s sin led to death and judgment, resulting in a condition of being enslaved to sin and 

death.  It’s like a criminal receiving a guilty verdict.  Regardless of a delay in carrying out the 

verdict, he lives in fear of being imprisoned to serve out his sentence because of the crime he 

has committed.  This describes our enslavement to sin and death. 

 

However, Christ gives us eternal life!  He nullifies the consequences of sin and fills us with life and 

righteousness.  Furthermore, according to verse 17, he sets us free from the reign of death and 

allows us to “reign in life” through Jesus Christ.  This is very interesting.  It doesn’t say that life 

reigns or rules.  Rather, those who believe in Jesus, “reign in life.”  What does this mean? 

 

Of course, we are released from sin and death and set free.  But that’s not all.  We have 

become princes and princesses in the new kingdom—the kingdom of God—of which Christ is 

King.  Though we were slaves under the power of sin and death, we have been made princes 

and princesses under the sovereign rule of Christ’s grace. 

 

Recently in America, the book “Wounded Tiger” has become very popular.  It is the story of the 

Japanese Navy Colonel, Mitsuo Fuchida.  There are plans to make this story into a movie.  

Fuchida was the captain of the attack on Pearl Harbor that triggered the Great Pacific War.  

He is the man who telegraphed, “Toh . Toh . Toh,” which meant “all army assault,” as well as 

“Tora . Tora . Tora,” which meant “surprise attack successful.” 

 

After the war, Fuchida heard about a young woman who had been very kind to a group of 

Japanese prisoners of war in an internment camp in America.  The woman was the daughter of 

American missionaries who were killed in the Philippines at the hands of the Japanese army.  

When she was asked, “Why are you so kind to these prisoners of war?”, she gave a most 

surprising response.  She said, “It’s because my parents were killed by the Japanese army.”  

Fuchida heard this beautiful story, but did not understand it. 

 

After some time had passed, Fuchida happened to meet a missionary, Jacob DeShazer in front 

of Shibuya station and received a pamphlet from him which explained Christianity.  During the 

war, DeShazer had been a member of the American military that bombed Tokyo.  But, he had 

become a Christian and after the war he returned to Japan as a missionary.  Fuchida read the 

pamphlet, after which he began to read the Bible.  He read Luke 23:34, in which Jesus prayed 

from the cross, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  These words changed 

Fuchida’s heart and he was converted. 

 

Finally, he understood how this young woman could show such kindness in the POW camp even 

though her parents had been killed by the Japanese army.  And, he understood how DeShazer, 
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a former American soldier could become a missionary and return to Japan, which was once 

the enemy country.  He understood how a life is changed through the grace of Jesus.  In 1951, 

Fuchida received baptism and became an evangelist.  He and DeShazer, who were enemies 

at one time, now proclaimed together, the gospel both in Japan and in the United States. 

 

Christ’s gift of grace releases you from the control of sin and death, and brings freedom.  It 

allows you to love even your enemies, to experience mutual support, and it leads you to live a 

new life in the marvelous kingdom of God. 

 

3.  Live in Grace 

 

Even though we were under the rule of sin and death, by the gift of Christ’s grace, we have 

been led to begin a wonderful journey.  So then, how should we walk in this new journey?  Listen 

once again to these amazing words in Romans 5:20, 21. 

 

Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded 

all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through 

righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

I would like for us to focus on the words, “where sin increased, grace abounded all the more,” 

and “grace also might reign through righteousness . . . ”  Because the law shows us God’s will, it 

is very important to us who believe in Jesus.  Therefore, we should listen to God’s commands, 

know what he desires, and learn from the law the right way to live. 

 

But, more than that, the important role of the law is to show us our sin and lead us to 

repentance.  The phrase “where sin increased,” doesn’t mean that we will sin more and more.  

Rather it means that for us as believers in Jesus, the more we know of God’s holiness, greatness, 

and righteous character, the greater our understanding will be of the depths of our sin. 

 

However, there is no need to despair!  If you don’t fully understand the blessings of the gospel, 

when you recognize your sin, even if you are a Christian, you may feel worthless, fall into self-

loathing, and get angry with God. 

 

But, if we apply the gospel, we recognize our sin and go to Jesus who provides forgiveness.  We 

also reflect deeply on why we committed the sin.  We feel remorse, repent, and receive the 

forgiveness that is ours because of what Jesus did on the cross.  Therefore, the more we know 

how much of a sinner we are, the more we know the greatness and blessedness of Jesus’ 

forgiveness.  We are loved by a love that is far deeper and greater than what we can 

understand and we offer our thanksgiving to God. 

 

Please bear in mind mistakes of two extremes.  The first is legalism.  In other words, you feel 

judged by the law, and tend to condemn yourself and decide to try even harder to keep from 

sinning.  Or, perhaps you see sin in another person and you place unnecessary blame, or get 

angry.  Or, you tell yourself that you are no good, and fall into self-loathing.  These all may be 

signs of legalism. 

 

The second extreme is what might be called liberalism.  This is also called ‘cheap grace.’  We 

may look to God’s forgiveness, but not attach much importance to God’s law and holiness.  
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When we sin, we don’t consider the seriousness of our sin but excuse it by saying that we are 

forgiven.  There is no repentance.  Regarding your own sin, if you say, “Others are doing the 

same thing,” or, “This ‘sin’ is no big deal,” or you say, “I did something good before, so I’m off 

the hook,” then you’ve fallen into the mistake of ‘cheap grace.’ 

 

Beloved, in order to provide the gift of grace to you, Jesus endured death on a cross, paying 

with his life.  God has made you precious and has given you great value.  Please never forget 

the priceless sacrifice that was made for you.  Because you are loved to that extent, let’s walk 

with joy in obedience to our holy God. 

 


