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“A Crisis of Faith” 

 

Genesis 12:10-20 
 

Today's message title is:  "The Crisis of Faith." What is a "crisis of faith." I'd like to 

explain this from the beginning. When I was giving a message at another 

church, just after I started, somebody in the back row raised their hand. 

"What!" I thought. This has never happened to me before, and I was shaken. I 

thought, "This is not a Q&A," but I said, "Yes, what is it?" And he said, "What 

does "second chance" mean? My message that day was entitled "Second 

Chance". I had planned to explain that in the message, but he wanted to 

know right away, so he raised his hand. 

 

So today, I want to explain what "crisis of faith" from the beginning, so please 

don't raise your hand. 

 

What does that mean?  Can a person maintain belief in God during periods 

of challenge?  This is talking about a crisis, when something bad happens, a 

disaster, a situation that causes panic.  It is a trial during which I want to quit. 

There is nothing else I can do. I want to quit. 

 

I'd like to learn from these verses what we must do and also what we must not 

do within a crisis of faith. 

 

Abram received this wonderful, huge promise from God in Genesis 12:1-3.  "If 

you will go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the 

land that I will show you, then I will make you a great nation, and I will bless 

you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  I will bless 

those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed." 

 

However, even though Abram had received this great promise from God, 

look at what happens in verse 10.  "Now there was a famine in the land.  So 

Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was severe in the 

land." 

 

Abram had just arrived at the promised land, and there was a famine.  There 

was a crisis.  The food ran out.  So, in order to feed his family, he went down 

to Egypt.  In those days they lived in tents. 

 

Abram was driven to Egypt by famine in the land of Canaan. This was not 

uncommon. The production of food in Canaan was dependent on the 

scarce amount of rain, while Egypt’s agriculture depended on the Nile’s 

annual flood cycle. The different ecological systems meant that Egypt was 

often able to produce food while Canaan was experiencing drought. 
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Anyway, the first challenge he experienced in this crisis of faith was that even 

in the land of promise, there was famine.  Would he be able to overcome this 

crisis of faith? 

 

Before we move on, I want to raise my hand, ask you a question.  Right now, 

what kind of famine are you experiencing?  It's probably not a famine of 

food.  Is it a famine of ideas, or perhaps motivation?  Maybe you lack energy 

or direction for the future. 

 

If you are an artist, perhaps you have no desire to draw.  Or as a writer, there 

is no inspiration.  It's called "writer's block."  If you are a singer, maybe you lose 

your voice.  As a musician, you lose your desire to practice.  A songwriter is 

not able to compose.  As a pastor or missionary, maybe you lose your passion 

to preach and to proclaim the gospel  

 

The coronavirus has caused a kind of famine, perhaps of a job or a particular 

routine.  You are experiencing a famine in your routine.  When the 

coronavirus was bad, there were changes everyday, and it was crazy. 

 

Maybe you are experiencing a famine of relationships with people, of 

community.  Because you are not able to meet with your friends, perhaps 

your trust with them has grown thin.  Or you are not sure how to restore 

communication with someone with whom you had differences of 

opinion.  Relationships have become awkward. 

 

What kind of famine are you in right now? What should we do? 

 

Well, Abram went to Egypt.  Verses 11-13, "When he was about to enter 

Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife, 'I know that you are a woman beautiful in 

appearance, and when the Egyptians see you, they will say, "This is his 

wife."  Then they will kill me, but they will let you live.  Say that you are my 

sister, that it may go well with me because of you, and that my life may be 

spared for your sake.'" 

 

I want to raise my hand again and ask why would Abram have this fear that 

because of Sarai's beauty that he would be killed? 

 

Well, it is true that the kings of the Ancient Near East had a reputation for 

taking any woman they chose.  Anyone who got in the way could be 

killed.  A more likely possibility is that if Abram would present himself as Sarai's 

brother, any Egyptian seeking to possess her might approach Abram first and 

allow Sarai time to escape. 

 

What is clear though is that Abram was seeking to protect himself.    He was 

just looking out for himself.  It just seemed like he was treating Sarai as 

property to be sold in order to preserve his own life.  What was Abram 
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thinking concerning God's promise?  How was he to have descendants 

without her?  Abram's lie would not only put Sarai at risk, but also God's 

promise as well. 

 

So, in the time of famine, Abram took his family to Egypt.  There was nothing 

wrong with that.  However, his way of dealing with Sarai was not right.  He 

gave in to his fears. He depended on his own knowledge. I get angry at 

Abram.  However, just when I get angry at Abram, I realize that I'm the same 

way.  I will put others at risk so I get the best deal.  

 

The truth is that back in February of this year, I had a fever one 

morning.  Because it went back down in about half a day, I didn't tell 

anyone.  However, two days later Elaine started feeling bad and tested 

positive.  I was the culprit.  I did the wrong thing.  Now, I am casually 

confessing it to you, but the truth is that I put others at risk so that I can get 

the best deal.  Go ahead and get angry at me. 

 

At first Abram thought he had gotten away with his little scheme.  Sure 

enough, because of Sarai's beauty, she was taken into Pharoah's 

house.  Abram was treated well, and was given sheep, oxen, donkeys, 

servants and camels.  

 

But then, look at verses 17-19.  "But the Lord afflicted Pharoah and his house 

with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram's wife.  So Pharoah called 

Abram and said, "What is this you have done to me?  Why did you not tell me 

that she was your wife?  Why did you say, 'She is my sister,' so that I took her 

for my wife?  Now then, here is your wife; take her, and go.'"  It sounds like 

Pharoah is saying, "Get out of here!" 

 

The truth is:  Pharoah was better than Abram.  He was more truthful.  He was 

kinder.  He could've killed Abram right there.  He could have taken Sarai as 

his wife forever.  However, the fact that he didn't do that shows us God's 

grace. 

 

This is God's grace to Abram.  Verse 20 says, "And Pharoah gave men orders 

concerning him, and they sent him away with his wife and all that he 

had."  Because of grace, Abram was rescued from his own sin, from the result 

of his own scheming.  

 

I'll raise my hand again and ask, What should Abram have done? 

 

That answer is not in today's scripture, but if you look at the context, you can 

find it.  Look at 12:7,8.  "Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, 'To your 

offspring I will give this land.'  So he built an altar to the Lord, who had 

appeared to him.  From there he moved to the hill country on the east of 
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Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east.  And 

there he built an altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord." 

 

What we see here that was not in today's passage is:  Abram built an altar to 

the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord. It appears that he did not do 

in Egypt. 

 

And, after this as well, Abram went back to Canaan and built an altar to the 

Lord.  Look at 13:3,4.  "And he journeyed on from the Negeb as far as Bethel 

to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and 

Ai, to the place where he had made an altar at the first.  And there Abram 

called upon the name of the Lord." 

 

In the famine, in Egypt, this is what Abram should've done.  In the midst of the 

trial, he forgot about God.  He trusted in himself. He quickly resorted back to 

his old way of doing things. However, God in his grace rescued him and 

brought him back to the altar he had built before.  And there Abram 

remembered the Lord and once again called upon the Lord. 

 

My brothers and sisters, in your particular famine, how are you doing?  Are 

you doing it in your own strength?  Are you scheming as to how you can 

escape your fears?  Are you forgetting God. Are you going back to the you 

did things before you trusted God? It was so easy for me to do that when I 

hid my Corona. I have to return to Jesus Christ.  I have to call on the name of 

Jesus.  I can't save myself.  I can't save myself from anger, fear and 

regrets.However, based on God's grace, what Jesus did on the cross, I can 

be saved.  I can be released from them.  Let us call on the Lord's name 

together. 

 

The Sunday after our brother Yuya's sudden death, didn't we do that?  In 

desperation we called on the Lord.  And then after the worship, in the prayer 

meeting, once again with tears and much grief we called on the name of 

the Lord.  And then in the memorial worship, we called on the name of the 

Lord.  We worshipped in the name of the Lord.  We testified to the hope we 

have in the Lord.  The Lord is doing a great work. Even in great anguish, we 

did what was right.  It was not a failure.  We did what we should've done.  We 

are calling on the Lord's name of Sundays.  From Saturday, the prayer team is 

calling on the name of the Lord.  

 

Right in the middle of our worship, we have a kid's message and prayer.  Do 

you as a family read the Bible and pray?  This is like building an altar to the 

Lord.  Did Abram call on the Lord's name together with Sarai?  

 

I was deeply moved and thankful when I heard my parents praying together 

before they went to sleep.  Do you pray together as husband and wife.  It's 

difficult to do if you are quarreling.  But that is exactly the time when you 
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need to do it, because then it will involve humility and repentance and 

forgiveness and gratefulness  This is what it means to call on the name of the 

Lord. 

 

But now we must be careful to continue to call on the name of the Lord, and 

not give in to fears or panic.  Anger comes and we want to blame 

people.  We once again depend on our own schemes.  We decide things 

without any direction from God. 

 

My brothers and sisters, let us repent of forgetting God. The kingdom of God is 

near. Even in our famine, our trial, our crisis, the Lord is carrying out his great 

plan. And even though we fail, his grace through Jesus gives us the hope that 

our relationship with him and others may be restored. 

 

The climax of this series is Christmas.  Jesus Christ was the descendant that 

would be born from Abram and Sarai, and he would fulfill of God's promises 

to Abram.  God's promise was given to both Abram and Sarai.  Let us hope in 

Christmas. 

 

God promised to make Abram into a great nation when he didn't even have 

any children yet, and Sarai appeared not to be able to have children.  God 

has given to us a great vision to fill Tokyo with the gospel when the church is 

so small and it is so difficult to reproduce or to make disciples. 

 

Let's take heart that God is still accomplishing his plan. Let raise our hands 

and call on his name together. 


