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“That Which Has Come From the Lord” 

Genesis 24:1-28 
 

(Introduction) 

Lately we often hear about end-of-life planning and "end of life" notes. Have 

some of you already written one? Younger generations may feel that they are 

"out of touch" with the concept of "ending one's life". An ending note is a way 

to write down how you want to end your life. 

 

It is a way to remember and appreciate what life has been like for you. You 

can also share your thoughts and feelings with your family and loved ones. Not 

only that, but it will also help you to rethink how to live meaningfully in the last 

days of your life that are still left to you. 

 

Genesis 23-24 is, so to speak, Abraham's ending note. Especially today's 

Scriptures could be called his "last will and testament" since they are the last 

words he ever spoke. Through them, we can highlight what his life was like and 

how he walked his journey of faith with God. There is much to be learned for 

those of you who are not now in the later years of life, but are living a life that 

can be likened to the seasons of summer and fall. 

 

Genesis 24:1-28 

 

The Genesis 24 story we just read could be titled, in a word, "The Search for 

Isaac's Wife." But it is the longest and most detailed story in Genesis. It is packed 

with the most important message in the book of Genesis. The three main points 

of today's message are these. 

 

First, learn about faith, how Abraham tried to expect, trust, and obey God's 

promises. Second, see how God is faithful to hear our prayers and providentially 

guide us by his grace. And third, see how we take risks to live meaningful and 

blessed lives with God. (1) trust and obedience to God, (2) God's faithful and 

providential grace, and (3) a blessed life with God. 
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1. Trust in and obedience to God 

 

Abraham, probably on his deathbed (though, according to chapter 25, he 

later seems to have recovered and become well again), called his most trusted 

servant and made him swear to him. The plan is to go to Abraham's hometown 

in Mesopotamia and find a wife for his son Isaac from among his relatives and 

marry her. He was not to find a wife for Isaac from among the Canaanite 

women with whom Abraham and his family lived. 

 

This servant is apprehensive when he hears this command with the obligation to 

take an oath. Even if he finds a good wife, what if she does not come to the 

land of Canaan? Must he take Isaac to the land of Abraham's birth? This is a 

very valid question. 

 

Genesis 24:6,7, "Abraham said to him, 'See to it that you do not take my son 

back there. The Lord, the God of heaven, who took me from my father's house 

and from the land of my kindred, and who spoke to me and swore to me, "To 

your offspring I will give this land," he will send his angel before you, and you 

shall take a wife for my son from there.'" 

 

Abraham, who lost and buried his wife in his later years, still believes in God's 

promises. He continues to trust that even if he dies, God will multiply and spread 

out his descendants like the stars in the sky and like the sand on the seashore, 

and that he will possess an abundant land. 

 

Perhaps finding a wife for Isaac would have been much easier from among the 

women in the land of Canaan where Abraham and Isaac now live. So why 

should they go all the way to their own homeland to find Isaac's wife? 

 

There are two reasons. First, Abraham is recalling the words of promise that God 

spoke to him in the beginning. He is thankful, expectant, and eagerly awaiting 

the fact that God called him by name and gave him the promise. This is despite 

the fact that he now only owns the cemetery where he buried Sarah. 
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Gen. 12:1,2,7, "Now the Lord said to Abram, 'Go from your country and your 

kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you. And I will make 

of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that 

you will be a blessing." "Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, 'To your 

offspring I will give this land.' So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had 

appeared to him." 

 

Another reason is that the Canaanites do not believe in the God of creation, 

the only God of grace, who saved Abraham. This is only because they form a 

different faith life and society. We have different values, different views of what 

is important in life. If Isaac takes a Canaanite woman as his wife, he loses unity 

in the most important foundation of life. 

 

Therefore, even in the New Testament we are taught to be cautious about 

marrying a person of a different faith or unbelief. The Apostle Paul makes it 

clear that Christians should not marry non-Christians. 

 

II Corinthians 6:14,15, "Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what 

partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with 

darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer 

share with an unbeliever?" 

 

Moreover, Abraham is confident that God will guide him. To the anxious 

servant, the Lord, the God of heaven, clearly states, "I will send my messenger 

before you" (v. 7). God's messenger, the one who shows us God's will and 

guides us, is with us. 

 

God has called your name and led you into a life of walking with Him. You have 

been rescued from the sin-filled life you were used to. You have been brought 

out of the world of sin and into the Kingdom of God, full of His grace! Why 

would you try to return to your former world again? 

 

It may indeed be easier to walk in conformity (compromise) with the values of 

this world and its Godless view of life, just as Isaac might have found his wife 
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among the Canaanite women. But just as Abraham was led by the angel to 

become an intercessor in this world and tasted the grace that God gives, so 

too, if you trust and obey God, you will experience grace and gratitude like you 

have never seen before. 

 

2. The reign of God's faithful and providential grace 

 

Now, when the servant arrived in Abraham's homeland experiencing the risk of 

this great journey, he immediately began to pray at the well where the women 

appeared. This servant is not only faithful and obedient (morally) to Abraham, 

but also very religious and spiritual. 

 

Genesis 24:12-14, "And he said, 'O Lord, God of my master Abraham, please 

grant me success today and show steadfast love to my master Abraham. 

Behold, I am standing by the spring of water, and the daughters of the men of 

the city are coming out to draw water. Let the young woman to whom I shall 

say, "Please let down your jar that I may drink," and who shall say, 'Drink, and I 

will water your camels"--let her be the one whom you have appointed for your 

servant Isaac. By this I shall know that you have shown steadfast love to my 

master.'" 

 

My brothers and sisters, the servant of Abraham is one who prays before he 

acts. He lives with the awareness that all things are governed by God's 

guidance. He praises when his prayers are heard (v. 26). Of course, his master, 

Abraham, was also a man who "walked before the Lord" (v. 40). The servant 

watched his master's steps and saw how God had bestowed His grace upon 

him. So he, too, trusts God in the same way, prays, and lives his life with an 

awareness of God's control. How about you? 

 

If we realize what happened when the servant prayed, we too can learn to 

yield and trust in the unseen workings of God's providence. Before the servant 

had finished praying, Rebekah came to him and asked him to fetch water. 

What do you think? She surprises him with kindness and hospitality beyond his 

expectations. 
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Gen. 24:18-20, "She said, 'Drink, my lord.' And she quickly let down her jar upon 

her hand and gave him a drink. When she had finished giving him a drink, she 

said, 'I will draw water for your camels also, until they have finished drinking.' So 

she quickly emptied her jar into the trough and ran again to the well to draw 

water, and she drew for all his camels.'" 

 

Rebekah's response seems natural, since it was women's work to fetch water 

and to water livestock at that time. However, Rebekah waters the livestock 

"until they finish drinking" (v. 19), that is, until they have had enough to drink, 

and then she "hastily drains the water from the cistern" and "runs again to the 

well" (v. 20), so enthusiastic and kind is she. Rebekah is energetic, kind, and 

willing to be hospitable. 

 

Such encounters are the result of the servant's prayer. At the same time, the 

Bible emphasizes the invisible providential work of God. We, the readers, know 

that the woman drawing water for the servant is a relative of Abraham (the 

child of his nephew), but he does not yet know. He silently gazes at her and 

observes intently whether the Lord will make this journey a success (v. 21). 

 

He was also encouraged by his master Abraham that "the Lord will send an 

angel before you," but we do not see the angel appear as in other Abraham 

stories. But when the camel finishes drinking the water, he inquires about her 

identity, and lo and behold, she is the woman he has been praying for and 

expecting, the perfect wife for Isaac. 

 

Gen. 24:26,27, "The man bowed his head and worshipped the Lord and said, 

'Blessed be the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken his 

steadfast love and his faithfulness toward my master. As for me, the Lord has led 

me in the way to the house of my master's kinsmen." 

 

What does this story tell us? God is leading your life. Even if you often don't 

know where it's going. Even when you can't see anything. Commune with God 

consistently through prayer. And sincere prayer and action will be answered in 
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a sure and fitting way. Because God, who reigns with grace, is alive and at 

work. 

 

3. A Blessed Life Walking with God 

 

By the way, thinking about Rebekah, I am reminded of Mary, who was told by 

the angel Gabriel of the birth of Jesus. Mary was a virgin, and yet she was told 

that she would give birth to a son, an amazing high-risk event that could have 

destroyed her life. Yet she accepted it and quietly obeyed. 

 

Luke 1:37, 38, "For nothing will be impossible with God. And Mary said, 'Behold, I 

am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.' And the 

angel departed from her." 

 

What about Rebekah? Abraham's servant comes to her house and excitedly 

and joyfully and passionately tells how God led him to meet Rebekah. Then her 

father, brother and mother accepted that it was "of the Lord". 

 

However, when the servant offers to leave for her master the next morning, 

Rebekah's family begs her to stay for another 10 days (biblical scholars interpret 

this to mean about a year). But she replies that she will go immediately, and 

sets out to join Isaac on a new journey of life (even though she is not sure if she 

will be accepted). It is as if she is like Abraham who was called by God and 

departed without knowing where he was to go. 

 

Contrasting this attitude of Rebekah was her brother Laban. Rebekah was 

energetic, hospitable, and willing to serve. Laban, however, is materialistic and 

greedy. For when Rebekah met Abraham's servant and returned home, the first 

thing that caught Laban's eye was jewelry. 

 

Gen. 24:30, "As soon as he saw the ring and the bracelets on his sister's arms, 

and heard the words of Rebekah his sister, 'Thus the man spoke to me,' he went 

to the man. And behold, he was standing by the camels at the spring.'" 
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It may seem like a casual description, but Laban's eyes are riveted on the 

jewelry. His eyes were also drawn to Abraham's servant standing beside a 

camel, which was very expensive at the time. Perhaps the servant saw through 

Laban's character, for in describing what kind of man Isaac is, he emphasizes 

the fact that he is a rich man. 

 

Gen. 24:35,36 "The Lord has greatly blessed my master, and he has become 

great. He has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male servants and 

female servants, camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master's wife bore a son 

to my master when she was old, and to him he has given all that he has." 

 

When compared and contrasted with his brother Laban, Rebekah's character 

becomes even clearer. Moreover, the name Rebekah reminds us of berakah 

(blessing). Her generosity and hospitality, and her faith and actions in 

accepting the Lord's call to go to Isaac, make her seem like another Abraham. 

 

What can we draw from this? Sarah is dead and Abraham's life is coming to an 

end. But God is faithful to His promises. He gave birth to Isaac and gave us 

Rebekah. Particular emphasis is placed on the fact that (from the servant's 

perspective) prayers were heard and blessed more abundantly than expected. 

God blesses us through Christ as well. 

 

This is despite the fact that we are more like Laban than Rebekah. We are easily 

distracted by our constant material prosperity, and we put off hospitality and 

serving with generosity and gladness. We do not walk with God in prayer as 

much as the servant does. We are not always aware that God lives and works 

with invisible providence. Rather than praying before we act, we finally start 

praying after we fail. We do not take risks and have faith. We compromise our 

values and way of life as if God does not exist. 

 

But yet God has given us Jesus Christ, who came to be the successor of Isaac, 

the descendant of Abraham. Jesus is far more faithful to God than this servant. 

He is so loving that He gives everything far more energetically than Rebekah. 

Jesus came to us, forsaking His own glory. Gaze upon this One. Praise His 
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beautiful name Jesus. 


