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John 1: 9-13 "True Light for Every Man" 
 
Introduction 

 
This evening, within the continual spread of the coronavirus, we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus.  We face a difficulty which we ourselves cannot control.  What does it 
signify that we celebrate Jesus' birth right in the middle of this pandemic?  My 
thinking was that the various occurrences of epidemics in the Bible had almost no 
relation to what we now face.  I didn't really think about it.  How about you? 
 
Psalm 91:3,4 and 10 says, "For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and 
from the deadly pestilence.  He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings 
you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler.  No evil shall be allowed 
to befall you, no plague come near your tent." 
 
In the verses from John that were read before, Jesus talks about "the true light that 
gives light to everyone."  Jesus gives light to everyone's lives and to this world.  He 
will warm the hearts of those who are weak and broken-hearted,  and he will heal 
them.  He will bring brightness to those who are lost in darkness.  He will make right 
the mistakes and deception, and renew us.  

 
John 1: 9-13 
 
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He w
as in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not kno
w him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to 
all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
 children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of
 the will of man, but of God. 

1. He Is A Light for Everyone 

The key word in these verses in John 1 is "light."  However, what is meant by the 
term "light?"  If we shine the light onto our everyday experience, we will make an 
unexpected discovery.  With light we look at things and discriminate.  We could 
not imagine life without light.  Without light, we would not know right from 
left.  Without light, we wouldn't know where we are, and would become 
anxious.  We wouldn't see obstacles, and it would be dangerous.  We would not 
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be able to go forward or backward.  That's not all.  Without light, we wouldn't even 
understand ourselves.  That is because we cannot see our own face.  We would 
likely lose our own identity.  Undoubtedly, we would become confused about who 
we are.  It would be so bad that we can't possibly imagine it. 
 
Jesus, as the light, gives us our original identity.  This is what the Bible is trying to 
say.  The darkness and light that the Bible speaks of is not a physical 
phenomenon.  It reveals our spiritual condition.  Unless we have the light and life 
that Jesus gives, we are in the middle of spiritual darkness.  We are confused about 
our own identity.  Our fears and anxieties grow.  Our lives go to pieces. 
 
Using the example of the universe, the light of Jesus is like the existence of the sun is 
to the solar system.  John Piper writes this:  "The sun of God’s glory was made to 
shine at the center of the solar system of our soul. And when it does, all the planets 
of our life are held in their proper orbit. But when the sun is displaced, everything 
flies apart. The healing of the soul begins by restoring the glory of God to its flaming, 
all-attracting place at the center." 
 
Just like the sun is essential to the solar system, according to the Bible, we need the 
light of God.    In order to blow the darkness off our hearts and to receive the light 
that shines on our broken lives and integrates the warmness of the light into our 
anxiety and despair and heals us, we need Jesus. 

2. The world that has rejected the light of Jesus 

However, some people say this:  "Even without accepting Christ as the light of life, 
can I not still live a meaningful life?"  For example, if I do good work and improve 
my performance and earn a good salary, is this not a happy life?  Through this, I 
am being recognized and praised by others.   
 
Or, through gaining affection from others or building relationships of trust, we 
probably can get meaning for our lives and existence.  I can imagine that in this 
way we have a tendency to think that we don't need the light of Christ.   
 
But, unfortunately, this intention alone will not allow us to succeed.  The reason is 
because we are liars and self-centered.  We go as far as to betray others.  Even at 
the slightest hint of failure or mistake, we are shocked and we lose our trust with 
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people around us.  If our work does not go well and we can't get to normal levels 
of success, we are seen with suspicion and our reputation drops. 
 

John 1:10,11 
"He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did 
not know him.  He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him." 

 
Thinking back to the illustration regarding the importance of the sun in the solar 
system, if we don't accept the light of Christ, then our world will resemble stars that 
are unable to reflect the light of the sun, corrections in orbit will not be made, it will 
lose its sense of order and be scattered and break down.  Isn't it time that we stop 
trying to live our lives separated from God, refusing to accept the light of Christ and 
trying to live our lives on our own?  Isn't it time that we open our lives to the light of 
Christ? 

3. Believing in the name of Jesus 

The other day I had a chance to go to Mitaka, and was reminded of the novelist 
Osamu Dazai.  He wrote about the benefits of living a life in Christ.  He did not 
become a Christian, and so this is probably just temporary thinking.  He says, 
 
"I wanted to speak from the Bible.  I wanted to say that I was saved by it, but I am 
too embarrassed to say it.  I didn't gain poise from it, but it did give me the power 
to live." 
 
When the eternal light of Jesus shines on us, our hearts are illuminated and warmed. 
When Osamu Dazai writes that when he was tormented by his own sin, through the 
words of the Bible, he gained the hope and comfort of Christ. Don't we need the 
light of Christ to shine on us for our whole lives, not just temporarily.  
 
John 1:12 
"But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God." 
 
My brothers and sisters, through the names given to Jesus, we learn who he is and 
what he has done. This year during Advent, we are focusing on the names of Jesus 
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by sharing verses and prayers on Facebook. By all means receive the love and 
grace that is revealed through the names of Jesus.  
 
If we change our hearts and receive Jesus and believe in him, we will receive the 
great privilege and identity of becoming his child. Based on God's limitless love, our 
sins are forgiven, we are loved and accepted as his children and we are able to 
reconstruct (course correct) our lives and walk with God.  
 
Austrian Holocaust survivor Viktor Emil Frankl (neurologist, psychiatrist and author) 
writes this:  
 
"I understand that even if you have nothing left in the world, a person can be in a 
state of bliss at any moment if he thinks of his loved one in the depths of his 
heart . . . the most dire situation I can think of, being put in a camp and cut off from 
everything meaningful and where you can only endure this intolerable pain. It can 
be satisfied by calling out the hidden eyes of a loved one and the image of a 
loved one." 
 
If you accept Jesus Christ who loves you, you will receive a power that lasts forever. 
Have joy in Jesus. You are a sinner. However, because of Christ, you are forgiven, 
loved and accepted far more than you could ever think or imagine.   
 


