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The Mission of Jesus Christ 
Luke 19:1-10 

 
Luke 19:1-10 
19:1 He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And behold, there was a man named 
Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 And he was seeking to see who 
Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in 
stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he 
was about to pass that way.  

5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry 
and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried and came down 
and received him joyfully.  

7 And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man 
who is a sinner.”   

8 And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give 
to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” 9 And 
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of 
Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 
Introduction 
 
Message Introduction  
 
Luke 19:10 
For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. 
 
The Mission of Jesus Christ: To Save Lost people 
 
In this story, we see lost people like Zacchaeus and the crowd who need saving, like we 
here in this crowd need saving.  
 
Story of Japanese Commander Mitsuo Fuchida and USA Airman Jake DeShazer 
 
 Do you know the story of Japanese Commander Mitsuo Fuchida? He led the 300 
Japanese planes that attacked Hawaii USA in Dec. 1941.  I told it here 6 years ago. 
Fuchida wanted to kill many Americans, and he did that day-  over 2000.  
 
 Airman Jake DeShazer heard about the Hawaii attack.  He wanted to kill many 
Japanese. He volunteered for the first USA mission to attack Japan 4 months after the 
Hawaii attack in April 1942.  (Famous Doolittle raid).  He did kill many Japanese.  His 
plane crash landed in China. He was captured by the Japanese army and put in a 
prisoner of war (POW) prison camp in Nanking, China. He continued to hate Japanese 
people even more as he suffered in that POW prison camp.  
Might Jesus seek and save people like Jake?  
Amazingly, the Japanese guards let Jake have a Bible.  He started reading it. The Holy 
Spirit opened his heart as he read about Jesus on the cross, praying for those killing him, 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  He thought of his own 
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situation, and his hate for the Japanese soldiers.  He believed in Jesus there in his 
Nanking jail cell.  Jesus made him a new creation, like II Cor 5:17. It says, that “If anyone 
is in Christ, they are a new creation.  The old has past away, and the new has come.” 
Jesus made Jake new. He grew as a Christian. He wanted to love his guards.  And he 
knew he needed to tell others about Jesus. In fact, there in his cell, he committed to 
God that if he lived, he would become a missionary to tell people about Jesus who died 
on the cross to save sinners.  And, guess what country he committed to go to if he lived 
through the war? Yes, to Japan!   
 
This is what Jesus does. He seeks and saves the lost, change them, makes them new. 
Jesus  seeks and saves us, then sends us to do mission with him. Jake lived through the 
World War II POW camp.  After the war he became a missionary in Japan telling 
Japanese people about the love of Jesus.  Well, guess who came to Jake’s Tokyo house 
one day.  Commander Fuchida who led the 300-plane attack on Hawaii.  He had 
received a tract at a Tokyo train station that told Jake’s story of going from hate to love.  
He wanted to meet Jake. Fuchida believed the gospel, and became a Christian.  Then, 
like Jake, Fuchida went to do mission with Jesus. He became an evangelist. These two 
enemies became close friends.   
 
DeShazer and Fuchida, brothers in Christ. Here is a picture of the two men together, 
enemies who became brothers in Christ doing mission with Jesus, that lost people would 
be saved. 
 
From Luke 19, we want to look at the mission of Jesus.  
 
Luke 19:10  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. 
 
Luke 19:10 is our main verse. It is kind of like the mission statement of Jesus. Jesus came 
into the world to seek and to save the lost.  To seek and save people like Zacchaeus, like 
Jake, like Fuchida, like us!  
 
"For the son of man came to seek and to save the lost." 

Let's look at three things from this passage. 
1: Lost people who need saving 
 The lost people in this passage-  Zacchaeus, and the crowd 
2: Jesus the Savior 
 The One who loves, seeks, and saves lost people like Zacchaeus, Jake, Fuchida, 
and us. 
3: New in Christ 
 How Jesus makes people new, like Zach, Jake, us!   
 The results of being new, changed, on mission with Jesus.    
 
So, let’s look first at the lost people in this passage 
 
Luke 19:2-3 
2 And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and 
was rich.  
3 And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, 
because he was small in stature.  
 
Zacchaeus  • Rich 
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Zach was an evil man  - a tax collector. The tax collectors would steal much money from 
the people.  For example, if they were supposed to collect 50 man yen, they would 
collect 100 man yen and keep 50 man yen for themselves. The word “tax collector” 
came to mean “evil sinful person”. 
 
Jesus came to seek and to save lost people like Zach…. Was Zach happy? 
 
He was rich.  V 2 

He thought that would make him have joy.  Does that bring joy, purpose? 
It did not for him-  He is searching for something.  Wants to meet Jesus.  This grown 

man climbs a tree to see Jesus.  Do riches make people happy?    
Japan 3 K  Kane (money) , Kyoiku (Education), Kaisha (Company) And also Kankei 
(relationship) 
Look at Japan. Japan Suicide: Did Japan have the most when it was poor after World 
War II, or now when it is rich?  – Post WWII poor, or current rich?  Now! Much more.  
Money empty.  
 
Zach not just Rich, but SUCCESSFUL. He was the  CHIEF TAX COLLECTOR 
We think success might give us true joy.   
My struggle: achieve great things. Success.  
Only in Jesus Christ is there true joy and a full life of meaning.  
 
John 10:10b Jesus came to give life, and give it abundantly. To Zacchaeus, to you and 
me… 
John 6:27   35-    Don't work for the food that perishes. Disciples said- Give us this bread. 
V 35  Jesus "I am the bread of life"    
 
My struggle with success. I tend to think achievement and success will fulfill me.  It is 
empty.  It’s never enough.  
 
YES, Jesus came to SEEK us, To SAVE us, And to Make us NEW in Him.  

 
Riches nor success nor anything else can truly fulfill us.  Only Jesus is the true bread. Only 
Jesus brings true abundant life.  
 
Kokichi Tsuburaru 
 
Do you know the story of Kokichi Tsuburaru? He was expected to win the Marathon for 
Japan in the 1964 Tokyo Olympics.  He came in 3rd. Third in the whole world. Third. Sugoi. 
Enough to make him happy? No, he was so distraught over his “failure, lack of success”, 
and took his own life. So lost!  So sad. I wish someone could have told him about Jesus 
who loves lost people, saves lost people. That there is so much more to life than success 
in sports, or in business, or ministry, or in anything else.   
 
Luke 19:7   
7 And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man 
who is a sinner.” 
 
The crowd in this story are also lost.   
 
They are so critical and they are so self-righteous.  This too is a tendency we have, to be 
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self righteous, and to criticize others. These folks also need to be saved, but they are not 
open. They are so critical of Zacchaeus and of Jesus.  
 
We need Jesus to save us from this sin too.  Matthew 7:1ff.  Seeing the speck in the eye 
of others, but not the log in our own eyes.  
 
Luke tells us of similar cases in his gospel. In Luke 7 we see Simon the Pharisee critical of 
Jesus and the sinful woman, but the sinful woman is the one who knows her sin, and 
receives the grace and love of Jesus, not Simon the self-righteous critical Pharisee.   
It’s the same in Luke 15 with the prodigal son and older brother. The older brother is so 
self-righteous and critical of his brother and his father.   
In Luke 18 we see the tax collector and the Pharisee praying.  Same thing.  
 
I see my tendency to be critical of others, my wife, my leaders.  It is rooted in self 
righteousness and pride.  I need Jesus to save me from this too.  
 
Luke 19:5 
5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him,“Zacchaeus, hurry 
and come down, for I must stay at your house today.”   
 
2: Jesus the Savior  Luke 19:5-7 
Jesus loves, seeks and saves lost people like Zacchaeus, Jake, Fuchida. And us. 
 
Let’s look at the love and grace of Jesus in verses 5-7 that saved and changed 
Zacchaeus.  
 
 1)  Jesus seeks Zacchaeus.  There are crowds of people, but Jesus saw this little, lost guy 
Zacchaeus up in the tree and goes after him.  
 If you know Jesus today, it is because He looked for you and found you.  
 
 If you are a Christian, think and give thanks for how Jesus sought you. Jesus might 
have used a person, or a book, or a church, or a Bible study small group. He might have 
all of those. He might have used a hard situation like He did with Jake DeShazer in that 
Naking cell. For me it was a college group Jesus used to save me. My heart was empty. I 
saw the sign on the cafeteria door for the Christian group. I knew I needed to attend. I 
attended, and listened in the back.  Jesus was seeking me. He opened my heart, 
showed me my sin. How about you? How did Jesus seek you.  
 
 Maybe some of you are here but are not yet Christians. We are glad you are here. 
Maybe you are here because God is opening your heart.  You thought you decided to 
come, but, it was Jesus seeking you, bringing you here to hear these songs about His 
love and grace, to hear this message about how He loves and saves lost people.  
  
2)  Jesus Calls Zacchaeus by Name! v 5 
 
Jesus calls Zacchaeus by name.  Jesus is God, all knowing God. He knew that little guy 
up in the tree. He called him by name.  

Salvation is very personal. If you know Jesus, it is because He called you by name.  

In John 10:3  it says that the Good Shepherd (Jesus) knows His sheep, and calls his own 
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sheep by name. If you know Jesus Christ today, is it because you are smarter, or better 
than other people?  NO! He came, sought YOU, called you by NAME!   Is that precious 
to you?  Are you moved by that?   

 

The Rescue of Jessica Buchannan in 2012 

Do you know the story of Jessica Buchannan? She was an American volunteer in 
Somalia, Africa. She was captured by an evil gang in Somalia 10 years ago. She was 
abused for 90 days by these bad guys demanding a $40 million in ransom. She was close 
to death. She could not save herself. She had lost all hope of being rescued. Suddenly in 
the middle of the night after 90 days she was rescued.  America’s elite Seal Team 6 had 
flown from America, parachuted into the Somalia desert at night, went looking for where 
she was a prisoner.  She was so amazed and moved that they all risked their lives to 
rescue her!  She was so weak, one guy picked her up and carried her through the desert 
to the helicopter to take her to safety. She was moved that when they sensed danger, 
they put their bodies all around her to protect her, to save her. But, one of the things that 
moved her the most was this. She said in her news interview 1 year later when she could 
finally do interviews after her ordeal.  She said in the interview, “The guy who saved me 
called me by Name.”  He said, “Jessica Buchannan. We are taking you home.”  Ten 
years later, can she forget her rescue that night? "He called me by name?"   

But our rescue by Jesus is even better. He came from further away, died on the cross to 
save you! He called you by name!  

For those of you who have not come to Jesus yet, today do you hear him calling your 
name?  Jesus calls in Matt 11:28  “Come to me all you who are weary and heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.”   

3)  We also see the Great Love of Jesus in taking the shame of Zacchaeus.  

 
Luke 19:6-7 
6 So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully.  7 And when they saw it, they 
all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 
 In v. 6,  Jesus goes to his house. Zacchaeus is happy!  But in verse 7, who is NOT happy? 
The crowd of people watching!  Verse 7 says, "And when they saw it, they all grumbled, 
'He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.'”  

I read this story a thousand times, but I never saw how much this verse 7 shows the love 
of Jesus that Zacchaaeus sees with his eyes as Jesus takes the shame and scorn of the 
people when he goes to the house of Zacchaeus!   
I saw this for the first time through Rev. Fukuda’s sermon on this passage several years 
ago. 
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Zacchaeus experiences the love of Jesus. Zacchaeus is hated by these people. And 
Jesus goes with Zach to his house. Jesus identifies with sinful, evil, hated, scorned  
Zacchaeus.  Jesus loved Zacchaeus so much that Jesus took the scorn of the crowd to 
save Jack.  
Jesus chooses shame for Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus saw that and was moved by that 
sacrificial love of Jesus for him.  Zach sees this sacrificial love of Jesus, and then we see 
him changed in v. 8 by this love. 

Jesus came to seek and save the lost.  We know more than Zacchaeus about the cost 
of that saving.  Jesus died on the cross to save us from sin's guilt and shame. The Angel 
had told Joseph in Matthew 1:21 before Jesus was born, "You shall call his name Jesus, 
because He will save His people from their sins."  Jesus died that on the cross.  What love!  
What grace!    

 
Transition: So, when we believe in Jesus, and let him into our house so to speak, like 
Zacchaeus, what happens?  Something has to happen.  
 
Luke 19:6  6 So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully.  
 
3: New in Christ   
 Jesus makes people new, like Zacchaeus, Jake, Fuchida, and us!  The results of 
being new, changed.  
 
  1) Joy- verse 6.  
  Look at the JOY we see in Zacchaeus as Jesus comes to his house.  This is 
what Jesus does when he makes us new.  This is central to his purpose for us.  
 
 Westminster Shorter Catechism #1:  Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy 
Him forever.   
 I am so impressed reading through Psalms this past year and circling all the times it 
has JOY Yorokobi and GLAD Tanoshimi.   
 
 Like Psalm 31: 7  I will rejoice (yorokobu) and be glad (tanoshimu) in your steadfast 
love, because you have seen my affliction; you have known the distress of my soul...  
 
 Like Zacchaeus. He was rich, successful, and very sad... like so many people 
around us here in Tokyo.   So many sad people.  Jesus came to save us, rescue us, and 
he does bring true joy and tanoshimi!   
 No matter what hardship we go through, the joy of being loved and saved and 
rescued by Jesus should trump our struggles.  Think of the gal Jessica Buchannan I told 
you about, as the helicopter takes off after her rescue. Her body is still in great pain. She 
was close to death.  She had hardly any food every day for 90 days. No shower or bath 
for 90 days. Is she sad? Those things have not changed.  YET, on that helicopter, she Is full 
of joy?  Why? Because she has been saved, recued! 
 
I think one of the biggest sins of my Christian life is taking for granted my rescue. Getting 
used to it. Not rejoicing in it. Not constantly giving thanks to Jesus that He came from 
heaven, sought me, died on the cross, saved me.  How about you?   
 
Friends, whatever we are going through, our loving rescue by Jesus can give us joy that 
trumps any hardship. But we forget. We turn inward. That is why we need to do personal 
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worship each day, have small groups to preach the gospel to each other, to worship 
together to sing these songs and hear God's word.  Because we forget. We need to 
gather and worship and remember our rescue.  We quickly forget.   
 
 2)  Actions, good works :  Look at verse 8 for another way Zacchaeus is changed. 
 
Luke 19:7-8 
7 And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man 
who is a sinner.”  
8 And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give 
to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.”   
 
In v 8, we see that there is ACTION, there are good deeds from this man who is made 
new.  What is Zach’s first action, his first “mission”?  8 And Zacchaeus stood and said to 
the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded 
anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.”   Deeds!  ZACH-   Gives half to the poor… Gives 
4x what he stole … Zach’s good works don’t save him…  But, being saved gives bears 
fruit, brings good works.   

In Sendai church plant, recently Mr. and Mrs. Araki were baptized. God used their son to 
save them.  They were living in California, and their son went to UCLA there.  He became 
a Christian.  He changed. His deeds changed. His parents were so impressed by his 
deeds.  They at first were worried “he joined a cult”.  But God used his change, his 
newness in Christ, the good works that they saw, to make them open to the gospel. They 
became open to his words. When they moved to Sendai, they immediately came to our 
PCJ church plant there, professed their faith, and were baptized recently.   
 
 3) Doing mission with Jesus, telling the good news of the gospel 
 
Also, when we are new in Christ, we tell others about his grace.   
Jesus came on mission to save us, and he calls us to go on mission with him.  
Look at Luke 19:10 again, the mission statement of Jesus.  
 
Luke 19:10  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. 
 
Luke 19:10 "For the Son of man came to seek and to save the lost."  If Jesus saves us, and 
we believe in him as our Lord Jesus Christ, doesn't his mission statement need to become 
ours?  Isn't this one of our big purposes of life now, with him? 
It is the pattern of new people in Christ to TELL about Jesus who saved them!  
 
Like in John  4, the  woman at the well….  When she met Jesus…  and received his 
grace… She told others. She brought the town people back to meet Jesus.  
 
Acts 1:8  When received the Holy Spirit, how are we changed?  Yes, He changes our 
lives.  Holy Spirit works the fruit of the Spirit in us.  But Acts 1:8 says that we become His 
witnesses.  All through the book of Acts we see this as the disciples take the gospel they 
have received and go on mission with Jesus to give it to others.  
 
Acts 8:1ff , not just the apostles, but normal lay people go everywhere telling the gospel 
about Jesus.   They go everywhere preaching the gospel.  
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Like JAKE DESHAZER, the USA airman…  who believed in Jesus in Nanking POW camp. He 
was new in Christ. He is changed.  Part of that change is love- he begins to love his 
jailers. But part of that change is telling-  he wants to go on mission to Japan with Jesus. 
 
Earlier I mentioned 2 Cor 5:17, being new in Christ. Jesus saves us, and makes us new.   
 
2 Corinthians 5:17-18 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 is one of the most popular verses in the whole Bible, but it wasn't until a 
few years ago that I saw that the context teaches us that being new in Christ means 
TELLING the message about Christ. Being new means being part of the ministry of 
reconciliation for other people.  
 
Verse 17 says: 
 17 "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come." 
So, how are we "new?" I know that for me in college being new meant to change the 
way I talked. I wanted to be sexually pure.  I wanted to read my Bible, etc. I really was 
changed.  I always thought of verse 17 as those kinds of changes, being new in 
behavior, not new  being on mission with Jesus.  
But, we see from verse 18 that the newness spoken of here is about being on mission with 
Jesus.  
  18 "All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself, and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation."   
 
And Paul repeats it again in v. 19.  He says again, We have been reconciled to God in 
Christ, our sins are forgiven, and we are given this message of reconciliation.  
v. 20 also says how we are new.   
 
We are “Ambassadors” 使節なのです In English same word as an Embassy Ambassador. 
(Japanese Taishi 大使) An Ambassador speaks the message of the President or Prime 
Minister who sent him. Sometimes on airplane sitting next to Japanese people, speaking 
Japanese to them, and they say what do you do in Japan, I want to say “I am 
Ambassador to Japan.”  
 
The gospel is outward focused.  It goes out to others. 
Illus: My Dad- drug addict teen stole our money. And my dad went and sought him, 
found him, forgave him. Brought him back to our home. Why would my dad do that?  
Because that is what Jesus did for him.   
 
Luke 15  Leaving the 99 sheep to go find the 1 
So, we have to care about Neighbors.  Places in Japan that need churches. Nations in 
the world with so little gospel. Ukraine and Russia.   
 
We must care that our church continues to be a church on mission with Jesus.  There is a 
tendency for the church over time to be focused inward, on ourselves, more and more 
as the church gets older.  
Book of Acts church:  “Gather and scatter.” Both! Constantly taking the gospel to the 
next people, to the next place. This is our 2000 year history of the church.  
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This is who we are as Christians, new in Christ. This is who we are as Christ’s church.  
Mission is central to our church life, together with worship, fellowship, and care for each 
other.  
 
We are moved that Jesus came to seek and save us.  His mission becomes our mission. 
We joyfully go on mission with him for this lost world.  
 
Conclusion:  
 
There is more to the story of Commander Michio Fuchida becoming a Christian. A young 
girl was part of his salvation story.   
 
Cavell family 
 
 Peggy Cavill was an American missionary kid in Yokohama before World War 2.  As it 
looked like war between the USA and Japan, her family left Japan in 1939 for the 
Philippines to become missionaries there. She went to America to go to college. When 
Japan attacked the Philippines, the Japan army found her parents and killed them.  
After the war, she heard about the need for interpreters who spoke Japanese to serve 
Japanese soldiers in American hospitals.  She grew up in Japan, spoke Japanese, so, 
guess who volunteered. Yes, Peggy.   
 
Peggy as young woman 
 
This is what Christians do! New in Christ!  She volunteered, and served Japanese soldiers 
in the hospital in America, soldiers from the army who had killed her parents. The 
Japanese soldiers were very impressed with her Japanese language, and with her sweet 
spirit as she served them, helped them, interpreted for them. 
 
And guess who one of those Japanese soldiers was that Peggy served?  One guy's 
name was Kanegasaki san.  He had been Commander Fuchida’s airplane mechanic. 
He had been wounded and captured by the Americans. After he returned to Japan, he 
met his former Commander Fuchida. He told Fuchida about Peggy, and how she served 
them.  Kanegasaki told Fuchida that it was especially amazing that she served them so 
wonderfully because her parents had been killed by the Japanese army in the 
Philippines.  
 
Fuchida could not believe such a story. How could that girl do that?  He wanted to know 
more about how someone could be like that. So, he also received the tract at an eki 
with the story about Jake DeShazer changing from wanting to kill Japanese people to 
loving Japanese people.  God used Jake's story, and Peggy’s story to seek and save 
Fuchida.  God used these two Christians on mission for Jesus to open his heart to the 
gospel.  
 
Fuchida and DeShazer, brothers in Christ, on mission together with Jesus 
 And one day, he knocked on Jake DeShazzers house door in Tokyo, and these two 
became close friends in Christ.  And together they were on mission with Jesus who came 
to seek and save them.  
 
Luke 19:10  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. 
John 20:21 
As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you. 
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This is what Jesus does.  He seeks and saves lost people like Zacchaeus, like Jake, like 
Fuchida, like Peggy, like me. Like you. Old, young. Men women. Americans, Japanese, 
Chinese, Koreans. All around the world. Pastors, lay people. All of us, all kinds.  We are 
changed by his love, made new creatures in Christ, and then He takes us on mission with 
Him to take this gospel to this lost world.   
 
Prayer: Jesus, thank you for coming into this world to seek and save the lost.  Thank you 
that you came to save sinners like us. Forgive us for not being moved more by the gospel 
of Jesus seeking us, dying for our sins to save us. Forgive us for not faithfully going on 
mission with you taking this gospel to a lost world that needs this gospel so badly. Holy 
Spirit, help us.  Lord, help us to receive you into our homes and hearts, and to rejoice in 
you with that great true joy that you give.   
 
 


