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②Christmas 
 

INTRODUCTION｜Immanuel 	  
	  

The theme for today’s sermon is “Immanuel”.  It means “God with us”, and Jesus was also addressed with this 
title in the Bible.  There are three questions we would like to consider in light of today’s passage: 1) What is it 
mean that God has become a man just like us? 2) Why do we need a Savior who is also called Immanuel? 3) 
If God has come down to be with us, how shall we respond? 
	  
SCRIPTURE｜	  Matthew	  1:18	  –	  25	  	  (ESV)
	  
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, 
being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered 
these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not 
fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 22 All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 "Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 
call his name Immanuel" (which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he 
called his name Jesus. 
	  

QUESTIONS｜	  
	  
1.  (v.23) According to the prophesies in the Bible, Jesus the savior was called “Immanuel” (God with us).  
What attributes of God does this title reveal?  Who is God for you personally?  (Ref. Isaiah 7:14) 
 
 
2.  What is the general view God among the people?  Let’s contrast how their perspectives differ from the 
biblical view of God as “Immanuel”.  Also, how would you explain about God of the Bible? 
 
 
3.  (v.18-19)  When Mary became pregnant with a child, how did Joseph suffer and what was his way of 
getting out of it?  Do you think it was compatible with God’s will?  
 
 
4.  (v.20-23) God says He will save us from our sins through a Savior, Jesus Christ.  What is the sin?  What is 
it mean to be delivered from our sins?  Let’s share from our experience.  
 
 
5.  (v.24) How did Joseph accept this amazing event taking place in his life?  Why do you think he was able to 
accept this?  What are some of the hindrances that are making it difficult for you to accept God’s intervention 
(through Christ) in your life? 
 
 
6.  If there is a Savior who is also called Immanuel, how should you respond to Him?  What grace, hope, and 
power would you be able to find there?  Please share any of your experiences from the past.  (Ref. Hebrews 
2:18, 4:15-16) 
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 Reading (Reference)｜	  
	  
Isaiah 7:14  
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel. 
 
Hebrews 2:18, 4:15-16  
For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
 
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every 
respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of 
grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
 
 
 UPCOMING EVENTS｜	  
	  
Lunch	  Time	  Meeting	  –	  Jinbocho	  (16),	  Akasaka(17),	  Kasumigaseki	  (17),	  Otemachi	  (18)	  
Bento	  Project	  (20),	  	  
Advent	  Week	  4	  	  Classical	  Service	  	  (21)	  	  Please	  bring	  potluck	  sweets	  and	  smacks	  to	  share	  
Christmas	  Party	  (23@	  The	  Tokyo	  Towers	  Sky	  Lounge)	  	  18:00	  –	  20:00	  	  ￥500	  
Christmas	  Service	  (25@	  Sankei	  Building	  (Sankei	  Plaza	  2F	  )	  	  1-7-2 Otemachi, Chiyoda, Tokyo  19:00 -  
	  	  
 
	  
	  


