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㊴Re-Think of Gospel  
  

 

INTRODUCTION｜Peter’s Denial 

 

In today`s bible passage we are confronted with the question of “what is needed to follow Jesus?”  In John 18:15-27, 

God`s answers to this question are: 1) Weakness: recognizing our own weakness; 2) Strength: understanding Jesus` 

strength; 3) Love: Receiving Jesus` love. Weakness. Strength. Love. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE｜ John 18:15-27 
 

15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was known to the high priest, he 

entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 16 but Peter stood outside at the door. So the other disciple, 

who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the servant girl who kept watch at the door, and brought 

Peter in. 17 The servant girl at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man's disciples, are you?” He 

said, “I am not.” 18 Now the servants[e] and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, and they were 

standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and warming himself.19 The high priest then 

questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 20 Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I 

have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. 21 

Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to them; they know what I said.” 22 When he had 

said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the 

high priest?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If what I said is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is 

right, why do you strike me?” 24 Annas then sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You also are not one of his disciples, 

are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 26 One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of the man whose 

ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” 27 Peter again denied it, and at once a 

rooster crowed. 

 

 

QUESTIONS｜ 

 

1: In verses 15-18, 25-27, how do you see Peter`s weakness? 

 

2: When have you been embarrassed of Jesus, or embarrassed of being a Christian? 

 

3: In verses 19-24, how do you see Jesus` strength? 

 

4: Why is it an encouragement that following Jesus depends on his strength, his sacrifice on the cross, and not on our own 

strength? 

 

5: In John 21:15-17, after his death and resurrection, Jesus asks Peter three times “Do you love me?”  Why do you think 

that knowing Jesus` love for you, and so loving Jesus in response necessary for following Jesus? 

 

6: Do you know Jesus` love for you?  How can you love Jesus in practice over this next week? 
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REFERENCES｜ 

 

John 21:15-17 

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” 

He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second 

time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, 

“Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he 

said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep 

 

 

PRAYER｜ 

 

・Peter denied his relationship with Jesus but  nevertheless Jesus went to the cross was pierced and followed the will of 

God. Jesus’ paradoxical strength is a matter of praise for which you should lift up gratitude to him as savior. 

 

・Peter was ashamed of Christ, likewise your own fear and uneasiness which leads to a failure of obedience should be a 

matter of repentance. It is not just that in our weakness we receive Jesus’ strength, but rather our hearts are changed so 

that we become people who love to walk in accordance with the truth of Christ 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 

 

This week and next week’s events 

1- PCJ General assembly (11/23-24) 

2- Lunchtime meetings (Marunouchi 25th, Otemachi 26th,  

3-Baptism preparation meeting (26th) 

4-Sunday service location (KDDI Hall 29th) 

5- Gospel Choir (30th) 

6-Baptism preparation meeting (12/1) 

7-Lunchtime Meetings (Kasumigaseki 2nd, Otemachi 3rd) 

8-Sunday Service location (Ginza Phoenix hall 6th) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


