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Romans 12:9-21  " A Genuine Love ” 
 
Introduction 
Every year at Christmas, the king of each country in Europe broadcasts a Christmas 
message to his people on TV and the Internet. Last Christmas, 2020, I listened to the 
Christmas message of Willem-Alexander, the King of the Netherlands. The king thanked 
those who are working on the front lines of the coronavirus crisis that is ravaging the 
world.  He proceeded to say that the coronavirus crisis has revealed what we all need. 
He quoted 1 Corinthians 13:4-6 and testified about what we need. It is love. In Romans 
12:9-21, which we will read today, Paul talks about the way of life of Christians and their 
communities. At the center is love. Let's read Romans 12:9-21 under the title of “A 
Genuine Love" and think together of how Christians and their communities should live. 
 
Romans 12:9-21 
9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 
10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 
11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 
12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 
16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. 
Never be wise in your own sight. 
17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 
18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 
19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, 
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 
20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to 
drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
This is the word of the living God.  Amen. 
 
From Romans 12:9-21, let's look at how Christians and their communities should live, 
summarizing them with these three points. First, Christians and their communities should 
love one another. Second, Christians and their communities should serve their neighbors 
with humility. Third, Christians and their communities should surrender to the will of God. 
The three points are to love one another, to serve with humility, and to surrender to God. 
 
1. Loving One Another 
First of all, Christians and their communities are to love one another. In chapter 12 verse 
4, Paul is instructing people who have been renewed by God on how they can 
participate in the community with the gifts they have been given. And, in verses 9-21, he 
talks about how Christians and their communities should live. First, look at verse 9. 

“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.” 
 

Paul is talking about how the Christian community is to love their neighbors. The phrase, 
“Let love be genuine," means "real," "pure," and "authentic. The word "love" is the word 
“agape,” the love that comes from God. Paul encourages us to live in Christ's 
community by showing real love to our neighbors, hating evil, and not straying from 
what is good. 
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Among the community of Jesus' 12 disciples was Judas Iscariot. Though he followed 
Jesus, he sold him to the chief priests, the Pharisees, in exchange for 30 pieces of silver. 
Judas Iscariot gave Jesus not the kiss of love, but the kiss of betrayal. He did not love 
Jesus with genuine love. The actions of Judas Iscariot were a pretense of love, but were 
actually deceitful and evil. Judas Iscariot chose to do what he did, and, in the end, his 
choices led to his own death. 
 
Why did Paul exhort the Christian community in Rome to love without pretense, to hate 
evil, and to do good? It is because we are sinners and there is no love in us. Evil is caused 
by the sin in our hearts. However, we are forgiven of our sins by Jesus and we are loved 
by him. Our actions, thoughts, and genuine love for others should come because we 
ourselves are loved by God. Without the love and forgiveness of Jesus, we are 
incapable of loving one another. That is why Paul gives this exhortation. 
 
In the midst of this coronavirus crisis, I realize how much we need to show true love to our 
neighbors, hate evil, and hold fast to what is good. At the same time, I’ve realized how 
difficult it is to actually do this. At the end of February, it will have been one year since 
the coronavirus pandemic began preventing us from coming together for worship. It has 
become difficult for us to gather as a community. There are people who feel that the 
bonds of community are weak, and there are people who are lonely and stressed. It is 
especially at times like these that we humans feel the need for love. 
 
At the same time, we may find it difficult to practice that love. When we are lonely or 
under stress, we may be more susceptible to temptation to sin. Also, we may become 
indifferent to the needs of others. Hating evil, holding fast to what is good, and loving our 
neighbors are things that are beyond our human capacity. That is why we must continue 
to listen to God's Word and the gospel, and remember every day that God loves us and 
has pronounced forgiveness of our sins. It is in knowing that we are loved by God that 
we can begin to love our neighbors in our communities. 
 
Bothers and sisters, we, the community that has been transformed by God, should show 
love to one another. Why? Because God first loved us. We have seen what the people 
of the world really need in the midst of the effects of the coronavirus pandemic. We, the 
body of Christ, can show love to the world because we have first received love from 
God. 
 
2. Serving With Humility 
The second point is that we as Christians and the Christian community, should serve our 
neighbors in humility.  Paul continues by recommending how we should love our 
neighbors. 

Romans 12:10. “Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in 
showing honor.” 

In this verse, Paul tells us how Christians should show brotherly love, that is, love between 
those who are God's children. Jesus, who is fully God, treated His disciples with brotherly 
love.  

John 15:15 says, “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know 
what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from 
my Father I have made known to you.” 

 
Jesus is showing his love to his disciples. Jesus did not view himself as one to be served. 
Rather, he knew the needs of his disciples and served them. In this passage, the Apostle 
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Paul is saying that just as Jesus served his disciples, so we should serve each other out of 
respect for one another. 
 
Let’s continue by looking at verses 11 through 13. 

11Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 
12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

 
Paul then goes on to suggest how we should love our brothers in Christ. In verse 11, Paul 
told them to not be slothful in zeal, but to be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. The word 
"zeal" also appears in verse 8. Paul told them not to be lazy, but to serve the Lord with 
zeal, or diligence, being fervent in spirit. 
 
The next exhortation is in verse 12, "Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant 
in prayer.”  The "hope" in chapter 12 refers to what Paul wrote in Romans 8:24, 25. It refers 
to the future, the culmination of our salvation, when the glory of God will be revealed. 
Before we can actually see this, we will encounter and have to endure hardships. At the 
time when Paul wrote this, Christ's church was suffering from constant persecution and 
plague. To endure hardships while rejoicing in the hope of the future is not something we 
can do alone. That is why we need to turn to God who is always with us, and pray! 
 
Look at verse 13. “Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.” 
The “saints” are the brothers and sisters who are Christians. From the Book of Acts, we 
learn that when the church was started, people shared everything, sold their possessions 
and belongings, and distributed them to everyone according to their needs. When Paul 
was on his missionary journeys, he received hospitality from people in various places, so 
that he could carry on his missionary work. In the Jewish culture, the act of sharing a 
meal with someone or staying in their home indicates that you have an intimate 
relationship with that person. Paul is telling us that since we have received love from 
Jesus, we should extend that love to others and provide for one another's needs. 
 
Romans 12:14, 15. 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 

 
Jesus went up on a mountain and told the crowd gathered there in Matthew 5:44, “But I 
say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”  Loving and 
blessing those who hate us and harm us is not an act that comes naturally to us sinners. 
We would rather hate our enemies and take revenge on them. But Paul knew what 
Jesus meant when he wrote this. In the next verse, Matthew 5:45, Jesus said, “so that you 
may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.” Paul had persecuted the church 
in the past. But now, by the grace of Jesus, he was saved and had become a preacher 
of the gospel to the Gentiles. In the same way, we who have received God’s grace and 
love should bless those who persecute us. 
 
Then, in verse 15, Paul commands Christians to rejoice with those who are not yet 
Christians in the blessings bestowed upon them, and to weep and share their thoughts 
and sympathy with those who are facing grief, pain, and despair. 
 
The reason Paul writes this is because while we have received love from God, we are 
sinners who have no love in our hearts. We may ask God for our own needs, but we may 
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be indifferent to the needs of others. I pray a lot for my own needs, but I am reminded of 
how little I pray for the needs of others.  God desires for us to be humble and loving to 
our neighbors. 
 
Two weeks ago, on January 31, we held a men's meeting which I was able to attend. It 
was a very good time and I hope it will continue in the future. I was reminded of a men’s 
meeting that was held many years ago in England. In the 1920s, while working as a 
professor at Oxford University, J.R.R. Tolkien, who later produced works such as "The Lord 
of the Rings," read Norse folklore and mythology with others, to stimulate mutual 
creativity and discussion. This became a casual gathering of friends called "the Inklings.” 
A man named Jack, seven years younger than Tolkien, joined the Inklings. Jack was a 
scholar of medieval literature and an atheist at the time. Tolkien and Jack would meet 
every Tuesday in Jack's room, and every Thursday at a certain time in the pub for drinks. 
Jack would tell him stories and discuss literature. Tolkien, who was Catholic, would tell 
Jack how the story of Jesus and his redemption in the Bible was so different from other 
literature and so wonderfully true. As a result of the friendship he developed through his 
conversations with Tolkien, Jack became a Christian and began to write a story. Tolkien 
criticized the story at first, but Jack went on to publish the book under his real name, C.S. 
Lewis. The book, which was criticized by Tolkien, later became a bestseller, "The 
Chronicles of Narnia.” Tolkien also met with C.S. Lewis' brother, W.H. Lewis, a historian, 
who also became a Christian. Tolkien confronted the Lewis brothers with love, and by 
doing so, their lives were transformed as they came to know the love of Christ! 
 
Beloved, Jesus loved us first. Therefore, we as Christians and the Christian community 
should humbly serve our neighbors. If we are not receiving the love of Jesus, we tend to 
become indifferent to each other. We don't need to do anything special to show our 
love. Just spending time together, sitting next to each other and listening to each other 
can show love. Think about what you can do to love your neighbors! 
 
3. Surrendering to God 
Our third point is that Christians and the Christian community should surrender to God’s 
will. 
 
Romans 12:17, 18. 

17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of 
all. 
18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

 
The tendency of the human heart is to want to take revenge or to retaliate if someone 
wrongs us. But Paul commands us not to repay evil for evil, but to try to do what is good 
for all people. Jesus said on the mountain, "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 
be called sons of God.” It can be said that Christians are sent into this world to be 
peacemakers. Therefore, as children of God, as much as it is possible, we should make 
peace with all people. 
 
Let’s look at verses 19-21. 

19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, 
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 
20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 
something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
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Even as a Christian, it is difficult to be at peace with everyone. There is the possibility that 
you will be hated and even harmed by people for being a Christian. But even so, Paul 
says not to take revenge, but to let the wrath of God take its course. Paul quotes a 
portion of Deuteronomy 32:35 in the Old Testament here. "Vengeance is mine, and 
recompense for the time when their foot shall slip; for the day of their calamity is at 
hand, and their doom comes swiftly.” God tells us in His Word that vengeance and 
retribution are to be taken by Him and not by man. When a person takes revenge or 
retaliates, there is unforgiveness in their heart. As we pray the Lord's Prayer together in 
worship, we say, "Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us," 
so that we may not sin against God by harboring an unforgiving heart. So what should 
we do? Paul gives us the answer in verse 20. He writes, “If your enemy is hungry, feed 
him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning 
coals on his head.” Paul is quoting Proverbs 25:21-22. Paul is telling us that when you 
meet the needs of someone who is doing you harm, you will be pouring burning coals, 
or God's judgment, or wrath, on his head. 
 
God will judge people correctly. Therefore, we Christians need to love and surrender to 
God, even those who seem to be our enemies. 
 
Until recently, I had a hard time forgiving my former boss at work. He had subjected me 
to what I would call harsh character assassination and harassment. It was while I was 
working there that I became a Christian. There were times when I was accused of 
reading my Bible even though it was during my lunch break. I was working in the U.S. 
and could not stay in the U.S. unless I was employed by my boss. Since I was in that 
position, I had to endure that kind of behavior from my boss. This caused me to harbor a 
lot of anger and unforgiveness towards him. I have been away from him for 10 years 
now, but every now and then, when I think of him, those angry and unforgiving thoughts 
come back and take over my mind. I realized that these thoughts were having a 
negative impact on my mind. I was finally able to pray to God to forgive him. There are 
still times when the negative thoughts come to me. Each time I need to pray for 
forgiveness. 
 
As Christians, when our hearts are filled with unforgiveness, let’s surrender to God’s will. In 
doing so, we may have to take on great pain, hurt, conflict, suffering, and sorrow. At 
those times, let’s remember how deeply God loves us and how generously he has 
forgiven us. When we surrender to God's will, we will experience his great love flowing 
through us and enabling us to be a positive influence on those around us. 
 
Those who have believed in Christ have received the genuine love of Jesus. On the 
cross, Jesus showed us his sacrificial love by giving his life and taking on God’s wrath, 
forgiving us for our sins. Since we have received this love from Him, let us love one 
another and live. May all of us, including myself, and Grace City Church Tokyo be the 
body of Christ, a community of people who express to others the love we have received 
from God. 
 
Let’s pray. 
 
“Our Father, who is full of grace and love. We thank you for your unfailing love. 
 Lord, you have loved us with genuine love. Help us also to hate evil and to show 
to others the love that You have given us. What is really needed during this time of the 
coronavirus pandemic is love from you. May we receive love from you daily and express 
your love to those around us. Without your love, we are self-centered beings, indifferent 
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to each other and thinking only about ourselves. May we humble ourselves and love 
one another with your love. 
 Lord, you are righteous and just. We rely on you. You loved us, O Lord, even to the 
point of giving your beloved Son, Jesus Christ to die for us. Fill us with your love, Lord, and 
make us the body of Christ that we may fill this city with the gospel. Lord, let us walk in 
your love. 
 In the name of our beloved Lord Jesus Christ, we offer this prayer. Amen.” 
 


