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“The Wonderful Counselor” 

Genesis 22:1–19   

 
 

1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here 

I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 

Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall 

tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his 

young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and 

arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted 

up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay 

here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 

6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he 

took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac 

said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, 

“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham 

said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went 

both of them together. 

 

Gen. 22:9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the 

altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on 

top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his 

son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, 

Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do 

anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, 

your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, 

behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the 

ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the 

name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of 

the LORD it shall be provided.” 

 

Gen. 22:15 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 

and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and 

have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely 

multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And 

your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and win your offspring shall all the 

nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 19 So Abraham 

returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba. And Abraham 

lived at Beersheba. 

 

 

Hello everyone. My name is Roger Lowther, and I am the Director of Faith & Art here at Grace 

City Church. Today, for the first time here, I will be offering the sermon. 
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My wife, Abi, is the music director, and she often plays the keyboard. Abi and I have been 

praying continuously for Grace City these many years. In 2005, we became members of a prayer 

group called the "Dream Team." We met every month with a group of people to pray for God’s 

work here in Tokyo, to see a church planting movement started, to see his promise fulfilled, “I 

will build my church.” 

 

And we have seen so many answers to those prayers. Since 2010, under Fukuda-san's leadership, 

many have become Christians. Many leaders have grown in maturity. Many have gone to 

seminary. Ten churches were started in ten years, and the Grace Network continues to inspire 

church leaders across the city. This vision for the city is spreading. Before Grace City, there were 

very few churches who had a vision for the city, but now there are many. Tokyo looks so much 

different than it did in 2005. And not only in Tokyo, but all over Japan, we are seeing many such 

churches being started. The Holy Spirit is clearly at work. 

 

 

Every week here at Grace City, we’ve been looking at the life of Abraham. Today's passage is 

one the hardest, not only in Abraham’s life but perhaps in the whole Bible. At the same time, I 

don't think there’s a better, clearer picture of the gospel. Before we look at this gospel message, 

I’d like to pray. Would you pray with me? 

 

“Gracious Heavenly Father, have mercy on us today. Bless this time and help us to receive the 

word of God. Open our hearts to your message. If we have any wounds, if we have any pain, if 

we have any sorrow, God, please help us to give it to you and receive your healing. We know 

that one day, with your hand, everything will be made okay. Please help us to remember that 

promise daily and more deeply. In God’s name we pray, Amen.” 

 

Today in the lobby, we have artwork by Chiyoko Myose, "A Thread x A Thread." She used 

many threads, and with your cooperation, this work will grow larger after worship. Each thread 

represents a person. Each and every one of us is connected to another thread. There are also 

knots. Knots represent encounters between people. With many threads and knots, it can become 

very messy and complicated. But Myose-san makes it beautiful. She can make the disjointed and 

detached into one whole. She can express community, healing, and unity. 

 

Looking at Myose-san’s work, we see that our world is a complicated tangled mess. Connections 

between people can be entangled and severed by sin. But just as tangled threads can be 

untangled, we can be reunited by God. We can be bound to each other by being bound to Christ 

and reunited through the grace of the cross. 

 

This is the meaning of Advent. Today is the first day of Advent. This is a season of waiting for 

the coming of the Christ. The youth lit the first candle of Advent today. This represents the 

promise that light will shine in the darkness, that hope will appear in despair, that everything will 

be made new, that everything will be healed. This is the season to remember the promises of God 

that everything will be made okay in the end. The Great Artist, the Creator, came down and 
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entered our mess of threads to tie himself on to us, to bring together what was falling apart, to 

create a beautiful community between God and man and each other. Christ came to enter and fix 

our world as the True Artist. 

 

Now let's turn to the Bible. Today, I would like to look at three things shown in this passage. 

1. God is our Wonderful Counselor who deals with our brokenness in the past. 

2. God has provided a Lamb has been provided for us to fix that brokenness in the present. 

3. God our Provider brings hope for a wonderful future. 

 

Point 1: God is our Wonderful Counselor 

 

"Abraham!" God called to Abraham. 

"Yes, I am here," Abraham replied. 

"Take your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah,” God 

commanded. 

 

There are four important phrases here: "Your son, "your only son," "whom you love," "Isaac." 

(Note: This is the order listed in the Hebrew and Japanese.) God didn’t just say, "Take your son," 

because there are various things going on here. God said, "Your only son." Is that a mistake? We 

know from last week, that Abraham had two sons, Isaac and Ishmael. Then God said, "The child 

whom you love." Now, that also seems to be a problem. What about Ishmael? This is the first 

time the word “love” is used in the Bible, but Ishmael has been alive for some time. God is 

emphasizing something for Abraham. "Your son.” "Your only son." "Whom you love." "Isaac." 

 

Then God gave his terrible command. "Offer your son as a burnt offering on the mountain." 

Abraham went out the next day in darkness. He and Isaac rode a donkey for three days, probably 

talking to no one. Abraham’s heart must have been full of fear, sorrow, and despair. 

 

Here, we see God entering and working on Abraham's tangled threads. Why did God command 

Abraham to sacrifice his son? Why did God lead him on this painful three-day journey? If he 

knew he would be preparing a lamb, why did he make Abraham suffer this much? 

 

Because God is the “Wonderful Counselor.” During the season of Advent, churches around the 

world always read from Isaiah 9:6, "For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 

 

This mysterious prophet (as it translates in the Japanese), this “Wonderful Counselor,” worked in 

Abraham's life. He took hold of Abraham's heart, his pain, fear, and guilt. There is so much 

evidence of this fear through mistakes in his life. God promised, "I will give you a son, and I will 

give this land to your son." But instead of trusting God, Abraham fell into his old ways of 

thinking. When a famine came, he fled to Egypt, and in Egypt, he said to the people, "Sarah is 

my sister," misleading them that she was not his wife. So God promised again, “I will give you a 

son.” Yet, Abraham had a son by the servant Hagar. So God promised again and gave him the 
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name “Abraham, father of many nations,” yet Abraham feared. God gave him a symbol for his 

future offspring through circumcision, but yet he was still afraid. 

 

God is the Wonderful Counselor. He knows everything. He did not give up on Abraham, but 

worked on all his trauma and dealt with all his fear. God wouldn’t leave Abraham alone but 

instead worked to bring healing. He made Abraham travel for three days, made him ponder his 

deepest fears, failures, and regrets. 

 

"Abraham!" God called. 

"Abraham!" God called again on the mountain. 

"Abraham! Why are you so afraid? Why won't you believe my promises?" 

 

In the New Testament, there’s a similar episode between Jesus and Peter. Peter says three times, 

"I don't know the man." Later, Jesus asked Peter three times, "Do you love me?" Jesus took hold 

of Peter's pain, fear, and guilt. He took Peter's messy threads and turned them into something 

beautiful. He healed Peter's troubled heart and changed his fear and guilt into something 

beautiful. 

 

Here God, similarly, is removing Abraham's fear and slowly leading him to healing. "Your son, 

"your only son," "whom you love," "Isaac." God is our Wonderful Counselor. That's Point 1, but 

Point 2 is that we have to look to the lamb. A lamb is needed to bring complete healing. 

 

“Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket 

by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of 

his son.” (v. 13) 

 

Looking back at previous messages, Joel first talked about the lamb in Chapter 15. After 

Abraham cut a lamb in two, God passed between the pieces and made a covenant with Abraham. 

God essentially said, "If this covenant is broken, there will be death like this lamb." But it was 

God, not Abraham, who passed between the pieces and would be punished for a broken covenant 

by either party. 

 

The lamb next appeared in the time of Moses. In Egypt, the Israelites covered their door posts 

with the blood of the lamb to save the lives of their sons. That night all the people looked to the 

slaughtered lamb on their table and knew their lives were saved. 

 

Lambs were sacrificed at the tabernacle until King Solomon built the temple. II Chronicles 3:1, 

“Solomon began to build the temple of the LORD in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah." The place 

where Solomon built the temple is the very same place where Abraham sacrificed the lamb. On 

this mountain, at Mt. Moriah, a lamb was continuously sacrificed until the coming of Jesus. 

 

John 1:29, "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world," declared John the 

Baptist. Then Jesus rode a donkey to Mt. Moriah and celebrated Passover there. At the Last 

Supper, Jesus himself was the lamb, the one whose blood was shed to save the people. Like 
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Isaac, Jesus carried the wood on his shoulders for a sacrifice on Mt. Moriah. Unlike Isaac, there 

was no substitute. Though the government should rightfully be on his shoulders, instead he 

carried a heavy wooden cross. 

 

Isaac and Jesus were both the promised children, the fulfillment of the promised blessings God 

gave to Abraham. But unlike Isaac, Jesus was killed. God said to Abraham, "Now I know that 

you love me because you did this and didn't spare your only son, whom you love." In the same 

way, we can look to God from the foot of the cross and say, "Now we know that you love us 

because you did this and didn't spare your only son, whom you love." Now we can pray like this, 

"O God, your son, your only child, whom you love, Jesus, thank you for his sacrifice for us.” 

 

Point 1: God is our Wonderful Counselor who deals with all our past trauma. 

Point 2: Jesus is the Lamb slaughtered for our sons and daughters, that they may live. 

And now let’s look at Point 3, God is our Provider for our future hope. 

 

“Abraham called the name of that place, ‘The LORD will provide’; as it is said to this day, ‘On 

the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.’” (v. 14) 

 

Abraham called Mt. Moriah "Adonai Jireh, the Lord will provide." God is the one who provides 

for us. The future form of the verb is used, "will prepare" instead of "prepared." This preparation 

is not just something that happened one time on that mountain, but it is a preparation for 

Abraham's future, and our future as well. God atoned for all sin, once and for all, for humanity’s 

seed through providing the perfect sacrifice. 

 

The word translated "prepare" can also be translated as "see." The Lord saw Abraham's needs 

and provided a way to heal him. God saw his fear and pain and worry. 

 

When the servant Hagar and Ishmael fled, Hagar said almost the same thing about God. "You are 

the God who sees me." God sees and provides. In a similar way, Abraham said, “This is the Lord 

who sees. This is the Lord who provides.” God is working on all Abraham’s mistakes and 

confused threads. God did not want Abraham's son sacrificed. He wanted Abraham himself. He 

wanted Abraham's heart. 

 

“Because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless 

you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 

seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and win your offspring shall 

all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” (vs. 16–18) 

 

These verses point to heaven, for only there can "all nations be blessed" through Abraham’s 

seed. Fundamentally, this story is not about Abraham at all, but it is about God. This story points 

beyond Abraham to a greater and better Abraham. Abraham had two sons, but God has only one 

beloved Son. There were times when Abraham didn’t obey God's voice, but Jesus always 

listened to and obeyed God's voice perfectly. Abraham's descendants sometimes possessed the 
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gates of their enemies, and sometimes the enemies possessed their gates. But Abraham's True 

Seed broke the gates of the ultimate enemy, death. 

 

At the end of time, the Bible shows, one more time, a lamb looking as if it had been slain, 

standing at the center of heaven, on Mt. Moriah, in the new Jerusalem, in the very same place 

where Abraham killed the lamb. Mt. Moriah is the place where we will live forever with God. At 

the end of the world, for Abraham and for us, the “Wonderful Counselor” provides perfect 

healing through the Lamb of God. He will remove all our fears, pain, and anxiety. He will wipe 

away all our tears. 

 

During this Advent season as we ponder these things, we can remember the hope that God gives. 

The promise of God given to Abraham is being accomplished here in Japan and the rest of the 

world. But his work isn't finished yet. He’s still working, and we are still waiting for these 

promises to be completely fulfilled. 

 

The ultimate knife did not come down on Isaac, or on us, but on Jesus Christ. We don't have to 

be afraid of being too broken to fix. We don't have to be afraid that the people around us are too 

broken to fix. The grace we have been shown by God we can also show to ourselves and to 

others. We don’t have to fear the future, because on the cross Jesus has already prepared that 

future for us, full of hope. 

 

God knew he would be preparing a lamb for Abraham’s son on that mountain, and on that same 

mountain, he knew he would be preparing his own son to completely erase all sin and fear. 

 

1. God is our Wonderful Counselor. 

2. Jesus is the Lamb slaughtered for us. 

3. God is the Provider for our every need. 

 

Let's pray. 

 

“God, thank you for taking care of all our fears. Thank you for being our Wonderful Counselor 

to bring healing. Thank you for not abandoning Abraham and Isaac on that mountain. Instead, 

you abandoned Jesus on the cross so that we may enter into your family. 

 

“Thank you, O God, that your son, your only son, whom you love, Jesus, was offered so that we 

might live. 

 

“Lord, make everything new. Renew our broken hearts. Help us to be faithful to you. We know 

that, one day, all sickness will end. All wounds will heal. All fighting and strife will end in 

peace. Here in the community of Grace City and in Tokyo, we pray for this peace this Advent 

season. We pray for healing. We pray that you will prepare for our every need. In Jesus’s name 

we pray, Amen.” 


