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“The Earth Is Full” 

Isaiah 6:1-13 
 

Isaiah 6:1-13 

6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted 
up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each 
had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with 

two he flew. 3 And one called to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” 

4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the 

house was filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen 
the King, the LORD of hosts!” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had 
taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has 
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 

8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” 

Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.” 9 And he said, “Go, and say to this people: 

“‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; 
keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ 
10 Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; 
lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.” 
11 Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” 
And he said: “Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses without people, and 

the land is a desolate waste, 12 and the LORD removes people far away, and the 
forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. 13 And though a tenth remain in it, 
it will be burned again, like a terebinth or an oak, whose stump remains when it is felled.” 
The holy seed is its stump. 

 
 

Introduction 
 
"In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; 
and the train of his robe filled the temple.  Above him stood the seraphim.  Each had six 
wings:  with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he 
flew.  And one called to another and said:  'Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole 
earth is full of his glory!'" 
 
Today's message is entitled "The Earth Is Full".  But what is the earth full of?  For Isaiah, who 
saw the Lord, the earth is full of his glory.  The truth of his glory.  The beauty of his 
glory.  The holiness of his glory.  When Isaiah saw this glory, he understood God.  He 
gazed upon the beauty of God.  He experienced the holiness of God.  Just like Isaiah, I 

want to experience that too. 
But someone might say, "But Joel, that isn't our present state.  There is war, there is 
conflict, there is so much stress all around."  That's true.  If you look at reality, it's 
true.  However, if you look at Isaiah's time, it wasn't any different.  
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Isaiah was a prophet that lived about 800 years before the birth of Jesus.  Isaiah 
declared God's message to the kings of that time:  Uzziah's son Jotham, his grandson 
Ahaz and his great grandson Hezekiah.  During that time, Assyria (present-day Iraq and 
Turkey) became very strong and declared war against Israel.  In the midst of that, Isaiah 
told the kings, "No one will be able to defeat Assyria, not even Egypt.  Don't try and 
depend on Egypt.  Do not depend on any other country.  The only one who can protect 
you is God." 
 

But the kings didn't listen to Isaiah's words very much.  Particularly Uzziah learned the 
hard way.  He became king from when he was 16 years old.  He did a lot of good 
things.  Look at 2 Chronicles 26:4,5.  "And what he did was right in the eyes of the Lord, 
according to all that his father Amaziah had done.  He set himself to seek God in the 
days of Zechariah, who instructed him in the fear of God, and as long as he sought the 
Lord, God made him prosper." 
 
However, after he had been king for 52 years, he allowed pride to come into his heart.  2 
Chron. 26:16, "But when he was strong, he grew proud, to his destruction.  For he was 
unfaithful to the Lord his God and entered the temple of the Lord to burn incense on the 
altar of incense." 
 
However, offering incense was not the work of the kings.  Therefore, 80 priest attempted 
to stop Uzziah from doing it, but he would not humble himself.  2 Chron. 2619, "Then 
Uzziah was angry.  Now he had a censor in his hand to burn incense, and when he 
became angry with the priests, leprosy broke out on his forehead in the presence of the 
priests in the house of the Lord, by the altar of incense." 
 
In the end, Uzziah lived in a separate place with this disease until the day of his death.  It 
was a terrible way to die.  
 
"In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; 
and the train of his robe filled the temple."  Only the Lord God is king.  No earthly king 
can become God.  They will die alone.  I wish that King Uzziah could have seen the 
Lord's glory, his beauty, his truth, his holiness.  Instead he experienced the Lord's 
judgement. 

 
Why did the Seraphim cover their faces?  Because the light of the Lord was so 
strong.  Even with sunglasses they couldn't look at it.  
 
Saul, who persecuted Christians, was on his way to Damascus when he encountered 
Jesus.  Acts 9:3,4, "Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly 
a light from heaven shone around him.  And falling to the ground, he heard a voice 
saying to him, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?'" 
 
A bright light shone down from heaven on Saul, so that he could not see.  He obeyed 
the voice of the Lord that came out of the light, and believed in Jesus.  His life was 
completely turned around. 
 
And, why did the Seraphim cover their feet?  Because the place where they stood was 
holy.  When the Lord God appeared to Moses in the desert, he said to Moses in Exodus 
3:5, "Then he said, 'Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on 
which you are standing is holy ground.'"  Furthermore, Moses hid his face from God.  He 
was afraid to look at God.  
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Moses, Saul and Isaiah were all used to give God's message to the people.  However, in 
order to do that, they needed to experience God's glory, his beauty, his holiness, and his 
truth.  Plus, when they saw God, at the very same time they realized their own ugliness, 
sin, weakness and darkness.  They became afraid of God.  
 
My brothers and sisters, why are we not filled with God's glory?  Why do we not fear 
God?  Because we are filled only with ourselves, not God.  We are filled with conflict and 
stress and darkness, and we can't see God.  How do we experience the glory of God like 
Isaiah and Saul and Moses?  

 
The truth is that just like us, Isaiah had not experienced the holiness of God.  Likely, his 
heart was proud.  As a Jew, he likely thought that he was already saved.  So before he 
could tell anyone else to humble themselves, he needed to humble himself before 
God.  When he saw God, he saw himself, his pride, his ugliness, his superiority complex.  It 
was the first time that he became aware of his true self. 
 
That's when he said in Isaiah 6:5, "Woe is me!  For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord of hosts!"  Isaiah truly thought that because he had seen the Lord, he would be 
destroyed. 
 
Till then, Isaiah had been in the darkness about who he really was.  He preferred the 
darkness rather than the light.  Why?  Because even as we know, when we see ourselves 
for who we truly are, we don't like ourselves.  We want to escape from ourselves.  We 
want to change ourselves.  We don't want to talk about ourselves.  We don't want to 
recall the past.  We can change the outside, but not the inside; our hearts. The 
intervention of God is necessary. 
 
But I want you to see something.  When Isaiah confessed, "Woe is me!  For I am lost," his 
heart was healed.  Verses 6 and 7 say, "Then one of the seraphim flew to me."  It flew!  It 
didn't casually walk over.  "It had in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs 
from the altar.  And he touched my mouth and said:  'Behold, this has touched your lips; 
your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.'" 
 
Wow!  Just like that, Isaiah's mouth, his heart was healed and cleansed.  He experienced 

God's holiness.  He saw God's beauty.  He said, "Here am I Lord.  Send me."  When he 
saw the Lord and was healed by the gospel, serving the Lord was no longer duty.  It was 
pleasure.  It was delight. That in itself becomes the gospel (good news) to others. It 
becomes a wonderful aroma. 
 
So how do we experience a vision like this?  As Isaiah, we too must filled with God's glory 
(His truth, beauty and holiness) before we can hope to fill Tokyo with the gospel.  In order 
to be filled with God's glory, we must understand our filthiness and repent.  We have 
pride.  If we are not careful, we will proclaim the gospel without repenting.  We will share 
the gospel with a heart that is judging people.  If we are not careful, we will just try and 
fill Tokyo with our brand of Christianity, our own selfishness, not the gospel.  If we repent 
of that, we too, will be healed, spiritually renewed and able to proclaim and 
demonstrate the gospel (share the aroma of Christ). We as well, need God's intervention 
in our lives. 
 
Right now, in Ukraine, there is war going on.  People are losing their lives.  But, at the 
same time, people are being saved by the gospel.  I have heard of churches that are 
having worship services two or three times a day.  In the basements of the churches, 
where people are protected from the bombing, they are gathering and crying out to 
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God.  Those who are not believers are there too.  They are experiencing God's 
love.  That's all they can do.  The children are right there with them, experiencing it too.  
 
Maybe that's how God shows his glory.  Right in the middle of destruction and chaos 
and stress and conflict and and lament and war, he comes through those who believe 
to bring spiritual renewal, healing, hope and restoration.  Even in Tokyo, we can be a 
church like that.  We don't have a basement, but more important than that, God is our 
Refuge.  The Lord has given us a vision. 
 

"Our vision is, by making disciples of Christ, that Tokyo would be filled with God's 
grace.  Our mission is, that through faithful Bible teaching and worship, to see people's 
lives remade, to help restore our communities, to contribute to the renewal of culture, to 
respond to the suffering of our society, and to bring an evangelistic gospel movement 
from Tokyo to the world." 
 
Now, I would like for us to meditate on this vision that the Lord has given us and to pray 
together. I will begin praying, but when I do, please feel free to lift up your voice in 
prayer together with mine. It's fine to pray the words of the vision and the mission as they 
are. Let's be led by the Spirit. After we have prayed for a while, we will move directly into 
our response of praise through song. 
 


