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“Judgment of Evil and the Salvation of Lot”

Genesis 19:1-26

[Intro]
　Sometimes we need to be told things about ourselves that are hard to hear. Years ago, when
I  had just started in ministry, a teammate gave me some feedback that really rubbed me the
wrong  way. Daniel, said to me, “You know Joe, you really don’t like anyone else’s ideas for the
ministry  except your own.” It was hard to hear, and it made me mad at first. But after some
time of  reflection, I realized something - he was right! That was a complete blindspot for me
and I needed  someone to point it out to me. None of us like correction.
I wonder if you have people in your life who can give you feedback, those who can tell you  in
love things that you might not recognize about yourself. I think this is one of the marks of true
friendship and a genuine relationship. If we can’t allow the Lord to tell us things about ourselves
that are hard to hear, can we really say that we have a true relationship with him? If we want a
genuine, life-giving relationship with the living God, the creator of the world, then we have to
be  willing to listen to him, to take correction, even when he tells us things that are hard to hear.
Today’s passage is hard. I will admit that here at the beginning. This is a narrative about God
destroying a whole region of cities in fire.

What is this story doing in Genesis? Why do we get a narrative about Lot right in the
middle  of a series on Abraham? To answer that it is helpful to think about it from the
perspective of the  original audience. The first recipients of Genesis were those among the
exodus community,  wandering in the wilderness. They had been slaves in Egypt, but God
miraculously delivered them!  As the ancient Israelites are making their way to the Promised
Land, God gives them Genesis 19 to  show that he will be true to his promises to Abraham. He
will protect his people from injustice.  Through this story he is training them in righteousness and
faith.

You’ll remember from last week that Abraham intercedes on behalf of his nephew, Lot,
who  had relocated to Sodom. This was an ominous move because even way back in Genesis
13 we read  that, “the men of Sodom were wicked, great sinners against the LORD” (Genesis
13:13).  Remember the Lord promised that he will not destroy the city if he finds ten righteous
living there. I  believe the big question before us today is - How can we trust a God who
judges? This is a long  text, and I want to take in three parts to answer this question. But first let’s
pray.

[Prayer]

[Main Point I, vv.1-11]
Remember that in Genesis 18, three messengers came to visit Abraham. One of them

ends  up being the Lord himself, and the other two are sent on ahead to Sodom to find out if
things there  really are as bad as to warrant their destruction. So, what do the messengers find?
Let’s read…

[read vv.1-11]

We get clues here early in the story that things are not going to go well. Lot is the only
one  sitting in the gate, where the leaders of the city would hang out. He is an outsider, yet Lot
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is the  only one there to receive guests. He shows a great amount of hospitality and kindness
toward the  visitors, which was a high expectation in ancient oriental cultures.

The foreboding details continue to pile up. Lot has lived in Sodom for some time and
apparently knows what is likely to happen if the men stay in the town square. He convinces
them to  come into his home to stay the night, but it isn’t long before the wickedness of the city
surfaces.  Just before bedtime, all of the men of the city, young and old, gather outside of Lot’s
house in order  that they may “know” the visitors. The flow of the passage makes it clear that
their intent is to  sexually abuse the guests.

This is a shocking development. This is an extreme violation of their cultural custom to
show warm hospitality to visitors. Not only that, but the men of Sodom manage to express
desires  that violate most of the sexual ethic laws that the Lord will later communicate to his
people. These 1 include sex between men, adultery, and rape. The sins of Sodom were well
known at the time, and 2 the city is referred to many times throughout the Old and New
Testament as a byword for unbridled  wickedness. Ezekiel remarks that they were known for
pride and lack of attention to the poor  (Ezekiel 16:49). Jude notes that they were known for
sexual immorality and pursuing unnatural  desires (Jude 7).

But perhaps even more shocking than the desires of the men of Sodom is Lot’s
suggestion  that they rape his own daughters instead. Lot’s courage to confront them is to be
commended, but  the disgusting idea that he offer his own daughters shows just how much
Lot’s own moral compass  has degraded. We see here what happens without an objective
moral standard for right and wrong.  We may not like to be corrected, but the Lord wants us to
see that without an objective morality  passed down to us from our creator, culture quickly
deteriorates. No doubt the men of Sodom felt  within their rights to abuse the visitors for their
own pleasure. And without an objective standard,  who can say that this is wrong? Without the
standards of a creator, “might equals right.”

Remember that in chapter 13 Lot chose to leave Abraham. He picks the ripest land, and
ends  up making his way to Sodom. The pattern that we see emerge in Lot’s life, serving as a foil
to  Abraham, is that Lot is one who makes decisions based on his own desires. He doesn’t trust
the  Lord for blessing, but instead trusts in his own intuition and morality.

Lot has become more of a thermometer rather than a thermostat. Instead of
influencing the  culture of Sodom in a more moral direction (like a thermostat), he has simple
become more like  them, changing naturally along with his environment (like a thermometer).
When you engage in  communities where God is not known, what is happening in your heart?
Are you there for our own  gain, or are you there because you understand your our role as
God’s representative to be light in  darkness? This isn’t a plea for us not to engage in
non-Christian communities, but it is a warning to  check our hearts. Think about the companies
we choose to work for, the sports teams our children  join, the friends we choose to hang out
with. Jesus was known as a “friend of sinners,” he delighted  in non-Christian friends, but he
ended up greatly influencing their lives for good.

Now, up until this point, Lot had no idea that these men were messengers from God. But
once these visitors blind their assailants and rescue Lot by bringing him back into the house, Lot
realizes that they are no normal men. Let’s read on to find out what happens next.

[Main Point II, vv.12-22]

The angels’ encounter in front of Lot’s house is all the evidence they need to deem the city
worthy of destruction. “The outcry against its people has become great before the LORD”
(v.13).  This word in the original language typically means that those in the city are being
tormented and  oppressed. We may say, “I don’t like a God who judges. I like a merciful God.”
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But we have to see,  A God who will never judge isn’t truly merciful! Who will hear and respond
to the outcry if God  doesn’t? In order to truly be gracious, God must punish wickedness.

As dawn breaks, we see further evidence of dullness of Lot’s heart. The text tells us “he
lingered” (v.16). The angels provide for him an escape route, and instead of carefully obeying,
he  delays and goes out of his way to make a special request. As Lot’s slowness to obey
becomes clear,  it highlights the incredibly patient mercy of the Lord. Verse sixteen explains
that the angels literally  take Lot and his family by the hand, perhaps even dragging them out
of his house and the city.

Despite his stubbornness, despite his disbelief, the Lord in his mercy is committed to
saving  Lot and his family. How many of you can relate to Lot? I know I can. Lot is a decent guy,
his  intentions are good. He knows he is not perfect, but at least he’s not as bad as “the other
guys” in  the city. He has some kind of relationship with God, but he is slow to really trust the
Lord with his  future. What we see in Lot’s life is that good intentions are not enough. We cannot
save ourselves.  Lot has a conscience and tries to be religious in a general way. But we must
see that this approach  only serves to bring him closer to the brink of destruction and danger.
He is only saved because God  sends messengers to drag him to safety.

We might not like the judgment of God, but let’s not ignore the way we so often judge
others. And God tends to be much more merciful than we are. Do you ever think, “God should
punish those people…and I’m not one of them. People should get what they deserve, but I
deserve  his favor.”? We judge because it gives us a sense of superiority, it gives us a sense of
righteousness  and goodness. Is Lot saved because he is more moral than the Sodomites? No!
He is only saved  because of the incredibly patient mercy of God. We don’t like to be
corrected and told about our  own sin, nobody does. But the Lord reveals our sin to us, so that
we can see just how kind he is.  That God could love and save someone like Lot should shock
and awe us. It should give us hope. It  should give us courage to be honest about how much
like Lot we really are- we don’t naturally trust  or follow God. But there is great hope because
the truth is that God is mercy is greater than our sin.

As the picture of the Lord’s merciful heart begins to emerge here for his people, I think
we  may all be asking, how does he decide? Who receives his mercy and kindness? We’ll have
to read  on to find out.

[Main Point III, vv.23-29]
[read vv.23-29]

The angels were not being overly dramatic in their rush to escape the city. Judgment is
indeed coming, with verse twenty-four emphasizing twice that the judgment comes directly
from  the Lord himself. He destroys the cities of the valley in a supernatural event. It is natural to
ask,  “Why?”

The simple answer is that these scenes of judgment in the scriptures are meant to be a
sign  of a greater final judgment that is to come. The Bible does make it clear that at the end of
this age,  there will be a final judgment of all mankind. I fully realize that it may sound very odd
for me to  stand up here in 2022, in one of the most advanced cities in the world, on a day
when the fall leaves  are beautiful outside, to talk about God judging the world. But this
passage is meant to be a loud  warning to us - let us not mistake the daily kindness of the Lord
and assume that it means our  relationship with him is right. God is using Abraham and Israel to
recreate Eden on earth, and  enemies of this plan will not receive its blessings. He includes this
story of judgment because he  doesn’t want you to be judged. Peter tells us, "The Lord is not
slow to fulfill his promise as some  count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that
any should perish, but that all should  reach repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).
God has a way of speaking about judgment using a certain literary device that is meant to 3

move us into action. We are not meant to feel like helpless. It’s like when I lift up my hands and
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tell  my son, Linus, “I’m gonna get you!” He knows what he is supposed to do. He had better
run,  because if I catch him he is going to get tickled. The communication is clear. When the
Lord shows  us the destruction of Sodom, we’re meant to respond. We’re meant to examine
our hearts before the  Lord.

This is too much for Lot’s wife. Centuries later, Jesus warns a crowd, “Remember Lot’s  wife”
(Like 17:32)! The text doesn’t tell us her exact struggle, but her fate becomes the same as  those
in Sodom. We are reminded that we cannot tell God, “OK, I am going to get right with you
tomorrow. I will flee to you when I am a bit older, after I have lived a bit more of my life.”
Perhaps  she looked back longingly on the city that she loved. We don’t know why, but if we
look at Jesus  teaching in Luke 17, she is used an an example of one who refused to respond to
God’s call to a life  of trusting in the Lord. Rather than walk in humility before God, she chose
her own way, one that  led to her destruction.

How can we trust in a God who judges? He tells us that he “desires all people to be
saved  and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). In Genesis he is preparing
ancient  Israel for life in the Promised Land, he urges them (and us) to pursue a life of faith as
opposed to a  life of following our own desires. He shows us the horrors of judgment because he
wants us to see  the natural end of life without him. We’ve all acted like Lot’s wife, but we have
the chance today to  to turn to him. In his mercy today, he is asking you to come to him.

[Conclusion]
The natural question here is, “Why does God save Lot?” He doesn’t seem all that better than
the Sodomites. He struggles to believe and trust in God’s deliverance. The answer is found in
verse  twenty-nine. Abraham wakes up that morning to see if his prayers for the city were
answered.  Unfortunately, there were not ten righteous men found in the city, Lot was only
saved because,  “God remembered Abraham.” The same language is used after the flood
earlier in Genesis. “God  remembered Noah.” (Genesis 8:1). God had made a covenant
promise to Abraham, and Lot was  saved because he was secure with Abraham as his
mediator.
He wasn’t saved because he was moral or because he listened well. He was saved because
God had made a promise to Abraham. We looked earlier at Lot’s misguided, shocking initiative
to  offer his own daughters as a substitute so the visitors could be saved. But the good news of
the  gospel is that we find God himself making an even more shocking offer to save us. He has
offered  his very own Son as our substitute. On the cross, Jesus received the judgment of God
that we  deserve, so that if we have faith in him we might be saved from that judgment.
A good friend of mine recently received bad news during his annual health checkup, he had
cancer in his stomach. This was bad news, but the good news is that it moved him to action. He
followed the advice of the doctors and was able to have surgery just a month later. I am
happy to  report that he is completely healthy today. The Lord has some hard news for us here,
worse than a  cancer diagnosis. But just as my friend received hope in the offer of surgery, we
have a greater hope  offered to us today in Christ. Hebrews 9 explains that, “And just as it is
appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ, having been offered
once to bear the sins of many,  will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save
those who are eagerly waiting for him  (Hebrews 9:27-29).
The gospel is not, “If I can be righteous enough, then God will spare me.” That is anti gospel.
The gospel says that there was only ever one who was righteous enough, and those of us  who
place our faith him him, we are promised secure salvation. Just as Lot was saved because God
remembered Abraham, we too can be saved because the Lord will remember Jesus, our
perfect  mediator.

[Prayer]


