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Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
“Moses: Friend of God” 

 
Introduction 
Starting today, we will be looking at the prophets of the Old Testament, one each week for a while. I 
think that prophets are generally seen as people who foretell the future. They are often thought of as 
people who can predict the future of your life and our world, just like a fortune teller. But this is not the 
case. Prophets take the Word of God from God and pass it on to others. A prophet is a servant of God's 
work of salvation. 
 
What are the benefits of learning about the prophets of old? First of all, you can learn about God 
Himself and His will as seen in the words of the prophets. Through their personalities and episodes in their 
lives, we can reflect on the course of our lives. All the prophets point to Christ, the ultimate prophet and 
savior, God Himself. 
 
Today we are going to take a look at the first of these, Moses. We could call him a champion among 
the prophets. The Bible verses we are going to read are very interesting because they describes the 
end of Moses' life. This is a brief summary of what kind of prophet he was. 
 
Dueteronomy 34:1-12 
 
1Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Je
richo. And the LORD showed him all the land, Gilead as far as Dan, 2 all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim a
nd Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the western sea, 3 the Negeb, and the Plain, that is, the Va
lley of Jericho the city of palm trees, as far as Zoar. 4 And the LORD said to him, “This is the land of which
 I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, ‘I will give it to your offspring.’ I have let you see it with yo
ur eyes, but you shall not go over there.” 5 So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of M
oab, according to the word of the LORD, 6 and he buried him in the valley in the land of Moab opposit
e Bethpeor; but no one knows the place of his burial to this day. 7 Moses was 120 years old when he die
d. His eye was undimmed, and his vigor unabated. 8 And the people of Israel wept for Moses in the plai
ns of Moab thirty days. Then the days of weeping and mourning for Moses were ended. 
9 And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for oMoses had laid his hands on him. So the
 people of Israel obeyed him and did as the LORD had commanded Moses. 10 And there has not arisen 
a prophet since in Israel like Moses, rwhom the LORD knew face to face, 11 none like him for all the signs 
and the wonders that the LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants a
nd to all his land, 12 and for all the mighty power and all the great deeds of terror that Moses did in the s
ight of all Israel. 
 

As we have just read, Moses lived a full life to the age of 120. To the end, his eyes never weakened and 
his spirits never waned. However, Moses was not able to enter the land that God had promised him. He 
looked up to the land of God's promise that he had dreamed of, but he never set foot on it. It's a very 
paradoxical life. He was the first person meant to enter the Promised Land, but he never did. 
 
Let us now look first at the great work of God accomplished through Moses. It brings salvation not only 
to Israel but also to us. Secondly, let's look at the weakness and sinfulness of Moses. We will be reminded 
of the truth that even the sinful and weak can be used. And third, let us focus on the grace of Christ 
that Moses points to. 
 
1. The Great Prophet of God 
First of all, let's look at Deuteronomy 34:10. It reveals what a great prophet Moses was. This is a typical 
phrase that sums up his life. 
"And there has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face." 
 
Moses was called by God and met God who revealed Himself to him in a burning bush. Fire is a 
mysterious thing. It is beautiful, powerful, and fascinating. It lights up, warms up, refines gold and silver, 
and cooks food. But the slightest touch and it scorches, melts, and destroys everything. It is dangerous, 
but it is also fascinating and beautiful. You want to hold it and love it, but you can't touch it. It is a 
strong thing that burns you if you get too close. It would be a perfect representation of God. 
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Not only Moses, but also Blaise Pascal (philosopher, physicist, and author of "Panse", a collection of 
essays on faith and thought) described his encounter with God as "fire". He wrote down his 
conversion/encounter with God on a piece of parchment titled "Memorial" and sewed it to his cloak so 
that he would never forget it. 
 
The year of grace 1654, From about half past ten at night until about half past midnight, Fire. GOD of 
Abraham, GOD of Isaac, GOD of Jacob not of the philosophers and of the learned Certitude. Certitude. 
Feeling. Joy. Peace. GOD of Jesus Christ. My God and your God. Your GOD will be my God. Forgetfulness 
of the world and of everything, except GOD. He is only found by the ways taught in the Gospel. Grandeur 
of the human soul. Righteous Father, the world has not known you, but I have known you. Joy, joy, joy, 
tears of joy. 
So fired up was Moses that he stood before Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. He confronted the king, 
proclaimed the word of God, and led the Israelites out of slavery. When they fled Egypt, they were in a 
desperate situation with the sea in front of them and the Egyptian army closing in behind them. But 
God brought the darkness and fought them Himself. The sea was right in front of Moses, but God parted 
the sea and delivered Moses and Israel. 
 
Deuteronomy 34:11 "There was none like him for all the signs and the wonders that the Lord sent him to 
do in the land of Egypt, to Pharoah and to all his servants and to all his land, and for all the mighty 
power and all the great deeds of terror that Moses did in the sight of all Israel." 
 
Just as God rescued Israel from a desperate situation through Moses, He has rescued us from the ruin of 
sin and brought us into a new life. In this way, Moses became the leader of Israel as a prophet who took 
received God's word in the midst of crisis and spoke it out, doing the work of God's grace. 
 
But the reason why Moses is called the friend of God and God speaks to him face to face is not just 
because he was a great leader of the ministry. Why was Moses called the friend of God whom God 
spoke to face to face, and why did his face shine as it reflected the light of God's face? Exodus 33:11 
"Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend." 
 
In fact, at this time, the Israelites made a golden calf and worshipped it as their idol, claiming it to be 
their god. Moses was angry and sad. He prayed for Israel, saying that he was willing to be sacrificed 
and destroyed if he could be spared God's judgment. 
 
In fact, at this time, the Israelites made a golden calf and worshipped it as their idol, claiming it to be 
their god. Moses was angry and sad. He prayed for Israel, saying that he was willing to be sacrificed 
and destroyed if Israel could be spared God's judgment. Exodus 32:31,32 "So Moses returned to the Lord 
and said, 'Alas, this people has sinned a great sin. They have made for themselves gods of gold. But 
now, if you will forgive their sin--but if not, please blot me out of your book that you have written.'" 
 
Moses said that he was willing to have his name blotted out of God's book for the sake of Israel. In other 
words, he sacrificed himself to pray for them. Why was Moses called a friend of God and why did God 
speak to him face to face? It is because he loved Israel with self-sacrifice and without self-absorption. 
The secret of Moses' greatness was his self-sacrificing love supported by God's grace. 
 
2. The weakness and sin of Moses 
But, was Moses such a man from the beginning or was he a perfect, sinless saint after he began to work 
as a prophet? Moses was an abandoned child who was picked up from the reeds of the Nile River by 
his mother's quick thinking and the kindness of Pharaoh's princess when all the Hebrew boys were being 
killed by the order of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. Unexpectedly, he received a cutting-edge education 
at the royal palace. 
 
However, his origins were Hebrew. When he was growing up, he saw the an Egyptian beating a 
Hebrew and was angry, so he killed the Egyptian. He was hunted by the Pharaoh as a murderer and 
fled to the wilderness of Midian. Amazingly, God chose the murderer to be His greatest prophet! 
 
This is also true of Paul, the greatest apostle of the New Testament. He too was a man of sin. Especially 
before he met Jesus, he persecuted Christians who believed in Jesus. He arrested them, imprisoned 
them, and even sentenced some to death. But God still chose such criminals and used them for the 
sake of the gospel. Why? Why does God do the opposite of what we do? 
 
It is so that we will acknowledge our sins, humble ourselves, repent, and fully surrender to the forgiving 
grace of God. To reveal that the power and magnitude of God's grace is never half-hearted, the 
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murderer Moses and the criminal Paul were chosen, called to be prophets of God and appointed 
apostles of Christ. 
 
Furthermore, Moses did not easily respond when God gave him a new mission. He was a coward. He 
refused over and over again, saying that he didn't know the name of God, that the Israelites wouldn't 
believe him, and that he was not a good talker. Finally, God appointed his brother Aaron to be Moses' 
mouthpiece, and he finally got up the nerve to confront Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. 
 
This illustration of Moses is similar to how we hear the word of God but do not immediately obey. He is 
timid and does not believe immediately in God's support. In the end, he makes excuses and tries to 
escape. Like the Israelites who made a golden calf and worshipped idols, we too will find a substitute 
for God and revile Him. And yet, God is the most reliable source of help and salvation. 
 
And as we look at the life of Moses, there were more conflicts with the Israelites than I can count. One 
of the many episodes recorded is the one where the people came at Moses and Aaron with 
complaints and grumbling when they ran out of water and food on their journey through the 
wilderness. The people complained that they would rather die in the wilderness. Numbers 20:4,5 "Why 
have you brought the assembly of the Lord into this wilderness, that we should die here, both we and 
our cattle? And why have you made us come up out of Egypt to bring us to this evil place? It is no 
place for grain or figs or vines or pomegranates, and there is no water to drink." 
 
Of course, Moses himself cannot provide water and food in the wilderness. That's right. God was really 
merciful and truthful in giving them manna, which was a miracle food, and water gushing out of a rock. 
Even the grumbling and complaining of the people, which could not even be called prayers, was 
answered by God. 
 
Therefore, the role of Moses is complex. Sometimes he is a representative of the people, interceding 
with God in mercy for their wishes, prayers and needs. At other times, he has to stand before the 
unbelieving and stubborn people to give them the word of God. Moses meticulously reveals the 
message to the people and tells them what to do. Wouldn't his heart have been torn apart? Wouldn't 
he have been bewildered and exhausted? Wouldn't he have felt weak and conflicted? 
 
Prophets are often the intermediaries between God and man. And don't we also need such a 
mediator? We need a prophet who knows our sins and weaknesses, a mediator who can intercede for 
us to God. 
 
3.The Grace of Christ 
According to Deuteronomy 34, Moses climbed up the mountain of Pisgah and looked out over the 
promised land that God had given him. But he could not enter it. What a shame, what a frustration, 
what a disappointment. 
34:4 "And the Lord said to him, 'This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, "I 
will give it to your offspring." I will let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not go over there.'" 
 
Isn't Moses the one who has the right to enter the Promised Land? He is the one who endured the most, 
obeyed God the most, and loved God the most. Why couldn't he enter? Earlier I introduced the 
episode of scarcity of food and water, "The Waters of Meribah". The continuation of that time is as 
follows. Numbers 20:11,12 "And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, and 
water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their livestock. And the Lord said to 
Moses and Aaron, 'Because you did not believe in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people, 
therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land that I have given them.'" 
 
It seems that Moses struck the rock twice with his staff, which was considered as not trusting God and 
not showing God's holiness. Even after this incident, Moses still longed (pleaded) with God to let him 
into the Promised Land. Duet. 3:23, "And I pleaded with the Lord at that time." Verse 25, "Please let me 
go over and see the good land beyond the Jordan, that good hill country and Lebanon." But the Lord 
was angry with me because of you and would not listen to me. And the Lord said to me, 'Enough from 
you; do not speak to me of this matter again.'" 
 
We consider Moses' rejection by this event to be too harsh of God. Even if hitting the rock twice with the 
staff is a lack of trust in God, we think it is terrible that God is angry with Moses for not letting him enter 
the Promised Land. There is no balance between striking the rock and not entering the Promised Land. 
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However, this event reminds us of truths that we often overlook. The first is that it will make us realize 
what a great evil it is to not trust in God, a disease that can kill us. Unbelief in God, no matter what the 
act, leads to one thing: not getting God's promises. 
 
I once left my wallet with my credit card and cash card in the bullet train. I left it behind when I went to 
the bathroom. I noticed it when I got off the Shinkansen and went through the ticket gate. I 
immediately inquired at the station, but it was not there. I turned pale and immediately stopped my 
cards. Forgetting something may seem like a small thing, but the consequences can be enormous. 
Unbelief can cause much greater spiritual loss than a lost credit card. 
 
Secondly, let's consider what Moses got as God's blessing. The Promised Land represents security, 
safety, and satisfaction in life. Also, it represents freedom and blessings. But what Moses got was 
ultimate safety, security, satisfaction and freedom. Is it not this eternal peace, trust, love, and freedom 
that comes from talking to God face to face and being His friend? 
 
Even after entering the Promised Land, battles, conflicts, anxieties and fears are inevitable. But Moses 
had peace and contentment that nothing could take away from him. We have eternal blessings from 
Christ Jesus, who sacrificed Himself for us, loved us, and became our mediator between God and us, 
just as Moses did. The "one prophet" in Deuteronomy 18:15 refers to Jesus. "The Lord your God will raise 
up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers--it is to him you shall listen--" 
 
Jesus accomplished a far greater salvation through the self-sacrifice of the cross than Moses ever did. 
He speaks the Word of God and intercedes for our weaknesses and sins with compassion. Let's listen 
and obey! Let us love! Christ will call you friend and guide you. 
 


