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Romans 15:1-13  “Abounding in Hope” 

Introduction: Loss of Worship 
Hello, everyone. I’m Kurachi, currently attending Covenant Seminary in Meguro. 

For the past 2 years I’ve been on an internship away from Grace City Church, so this 
may be the first time some of you have seen me. As of this month I have been 
studying at seminary for 4 years. There is one more course I need to take so my 
graduation has unfortunately been postponed to next year, but I am so thankful for 
all of your support, through which I’ve been able to come this far. 

To be honest, seminary life has had a variety of trials. One challenge I encountered 
during my first year attending seminary, was the feeling, “Why do I need to go to 
church on Sundays?” We had Chapel at seminary every day, I was regularly 
spending time with God, so I questioned, “why bother going to church on Sunday?”  
I wonder, now with church being online, if some of you might be asking yourself the 
same question. Can’t I grow my relationship with God without going to worship 
services?  Perhaps it’s not just me; I think many people have struggled with this kind of 
question. 

Actually, the restoration of worship was one of the reasons Paul wrote Romans, the 
letter to the church in Rome. Starting in chapter 12 and up through our passage 
today, Paul frequently says to look to God. In chapter 12 it says to give our bodies as 
living sacrifices, and in the passage we’ll read together today, there is a call for the 
people of the church in Rome to praise the Lord, a call for a restoration of worship. 

From a place of looking down on one another, Paul wrote this letter so they could 
come together in unity and praise God. Today let’s look at what Paul uses as the 
foundation for that kind of restoration. 

Our passage today is Romans 15:1-13  
 

1We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not 
to please ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.  
3 For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who 
reproached you fell on me.”  
4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through 
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  
5 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony 
with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore welcome one another 
as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
 

8 For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's 
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in 
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,“Therefore I will 
praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 
10 And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 11 And again, “Praise the 
Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.”  
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12 And again Isaiah says, 
“The root of Jesse will come, 
    even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him will the Gentiles hope.” 
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

1. One in Christ 
When conflicts arise in our relationships, how do we try to resolve them? 

There are many ways to do this, but one way is to focus on what we have in 
common rather than the point of conflict. 
   In 1995, the Aum Shinrikyo (religious cult) subway sarin gas attack occurred. It was a 
tragic incident in which sarin gas, a chemical weapon, was sprayed inside subway 
cars, with many victims and casualties. Some of the victims are still suffering from the 
aftereffects of the attack. On the other hand, at the time of the incident, there were 
also many people in the media and the public criticizing the Aum Shinrikyo, branding 
them as a different kind of people from “us”. 

As a result, there was a rift between the media and the Aum, and it was 
impossible to conduct internal interviews. However, there was one person who was 
allowed to report on the events. He was a documentary filmmaker named Tatsuya 
Mori. 

When asked why he was the only one who was allowed to film inside the building 
while the rest of the reporters were denied access, he replied, "I just wrote a letter.” 
While all the other journalists had lost the ability to ask with respect, he was the only 
one who continued to write letters, treating them like normal people. 

The sarin gas attack on the subway was a tragic and unforgivable incident, but 
many people made the mistake of assuming that these were a completely different 
kind of people from them, which made it impossible to build any relationships with 
them. 

When conflicts arise in our relationships, sometimes all we can see is that point of 
conflict. We tend to become emotional and unable to forgive the other person. 
However, when we take a step back and look at it from a distance, there are some 
common points. By sharing that, we can work towards a solution. Tatsuya Mori, a 
documentary filmmaker, treated Aum Shinrikyo as if they were human beings just like 
him. "Writing a letter" is an act of a normal person. However, other people could not 
even do that, and they fell into a situation where they rejected each other. 

  In fact, what Paul was trying to do with the Roman church was to get them to 
look at their common ground. In the Roman church, the Gentile Christians judged 
and looked down on the Jewish Christians for their lifestyle.  And the Jews were 
distressed by the unclean food and religious practices of the Gentiles. Paul knew that 
these were some of the points of contention, and at the same time, that they share 
the same values. That is to say, they are one in Christ. It means that if Jesus is our Lord 
and we all look at what He has done, then the problem can be solved. 

Paul states in verses 1 and 2 that because Christ did not just please himself, so: 
“1We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, 
and not to please ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, 
to build him up.” 

Paul says, as Jesus loved us, shouldn’t we love one another? In order for us to do 
that, Paul quotes Psalm 69 in Romans 15:3, 

“3 For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of those 
who reproached you fell on me.”  
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There is great meaning in sharing Psalm 69 with one another. Because in the first 
century church, Psalm 69 was understood to be a prophecy about the Messiah. The 
heading of Psalm 69 says, “to the choirmaster”, but if you look at the Greek Bible of 
Paul’s time, which was made around the second century BC, it is translated as "At 
the End of Time". The early church recognized that it was a book of great 
significance for the end times, that is, after the appearance of Jesus. In fact, Psalm 
69 is quoted in many places in the New Testament. 

For example, in the verse we just read (Romans 15:3, Psalm 69:9), in the Psalm “the 
reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me” is preceded by, “For zeal 
for your house has consumed me”. This is the verse the disciples thought of when 
Jesus drove the moneychangers out of the temple.  

When the Psalmist David took a stand for God, he was met with opposition and 
reproach, ridicule from those around him. Jesus was also reproached when he took 
a stand for the house of God the Father. Immediately after this incident, the religious 
leaders began to talk about how they could kill Jesus. The life of Jesus Christ was 
about bearing the pain for and serving those who looked down on Him and belittled 
Him, and us - sinners. 
 Paul connected Jesus' behavior as an example of what we should do. 

In this way, he aimed to restore the unity of the community. 
 
2. Becoming One through Love 

I said earlier that after entering seminary, I no longer felt a need to go to church 
on Sunday. And I have met several others who have felt the same way, even before 
worship was through YouTube. 

Certainly, worship is our individual relationship with God, and us personally 
worshipping God. Our personal relationship with God is very important to our life of 
faith.  

However, worship is not only that; worship is also God’s relationship with us (plural), 
the community of the church in corporate worship.  Worship is God’s people praying, 
receiving his Word, praising him in song, together. Church is the gathering of God’s 
people. Paul’s restoration of community, included a restoration of corporate worship. 
If the church body is not in unity with one another, that also means worship is not 
functioning properly.  

Verses 5 and 6 are Paul’s prayer for this restoration of worship: 
“5 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such 
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus,  
6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

The reason Jesus came in the first place was to restore the community called 
Israel. When Adam sinned, the entire human race was judged. And they fell into a 
situation where they could not love each other properly. God planned to rescue this 
situation through Israel, but Israel failed and the community fell apart. Jesus Christ 
came first to restore Israel, and then through the restored new Israel (the church), to 
restore humanity. When we think of worship, it is important we have this sense of 
community as the people of God. 

 
Last year there was a TV drama based on a true story, called “How to Heal a 

Hospital”. It’s about a hospital that is in danger of going bankrupt due to debt, and 
the main character, the hospital director, tries to save the hospital. In the drama, 
there is a scene where the president of the bank financing the hospital gives advice 
to the hospital president. He  explains how the hospital staff are looking in slightly 
different directions, using his 5 fingers: 
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“Your hospital is like 5 fingers. If you open your hand, all the fingers are pointing up; 
but each in a slightly different direction. At first there is just a small gap, but the 
farther up the finger you go the wider the gap gets. If the direction of these 5 fingers 
becomes one, if this hospital becomes one, it will be at its strongest as an 
organization.” 

In the church as well, many problems are small at first. But if we ignore them, they 
become bigger problems, and in the end, in such a state that resolution is very 
difficult.  

The differences of the church of Rome were small. Dietary restrictions and holy day 
regulations are just differences in lifestyle, no more than differences in religious 
practices. However, by the time Paul wrote his letter, the church was divided and the 
foretaste of the Kingdom of God seemed to have collapsed. 

The only way out of this situation was to look up to Jesus together and let the 
strong, those who were able, bear the weaknesses with patience. By doing so, they 
would once again be united and restore worship.  

3. A Foundation of Hope 
However, love comes with pain and sacrifice. We may sometimes experience the 
condemnation of those around us. Most people don’t think “I want to bear this 
sacrifice”, do they? 
   Nevertheless, Paul was willing to bear the pain. In fact, Paul himself was in a similar 
situation to the Roman church. Although Paul was a Jew, he was condemned by the 
Jewish-centered church in Jerusalem. They mistakenly believed that Paul was 
disrespecting the Law. But even there, Paul focused on the similarities, not the points of 
conflict. Because he valued being one in Jesus, he took on weakness, prayed for the 
church in Jerusalem, and started an offering project to collect donations and send them 
to Jerusalem. Paul was also bearing pain for the Jerusalem church. 
   Why was Paul able to do this? Isn't it because he knew that this is the way to victory? 
   Psalm 69 that I mentioned a bit ago, ends with the victory of Jesus. After carrying the 
pain and suffering, the end result is that God will rescue and restore Israel. 
   Paul was hopeful about this truth. In the way that Jesus has already triumphed, there is 
hope in the belief that we too can go towards total victory. 
   Jesus' method of fighting was love; loving us with a love that bears our pain and 
suffering. The result of this love is the cross. On the cross, God pronounced Satan guilty. 
Through the cross, Jesus judged Satan and won the victory over Satan. We can have 
hope because Jesus, resurrected and still alive, is with us and leading us. 
   But this hope was not something that Paul himself could give to the Romans. Paul prays 
in verse 13,  
   “13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 
   Hope is something given by God. In another letter Paul states that hope, along with 
faith and love: these 3 will remain forever. When Paul was encouraging the church in 
Colossians, he says hope is the foundation of love and faith. In Colossians 1:4-5 Paul gives 
this as his reason for giving thanks to God: 
   “4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the 
saints,5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven.” 
   Faith and love are empty without a foundation of hope. Our bearing the weaknesses 
of others with love will be just a painful experience. 
   But the fact that our Lord has already won the victory through love, and upheld by the 
Lord we can hold onto hope in Him that leads to complete victory - that is the 
foundation for having and living out love. And this hope is not given by man, but by the 
Holy Spirit. 
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 The Holy Spirit, the spirit of the resurrected Jesus, now lives in us and walks with us. We 
need to get our hope in that fellowship with God. 
 There was a time when I myself almost lost hope. It was just before I entered seminary. I 
was tired of serving in the church. I wondered why I was so unsure of myself, even 
though I had been called and decided to go to seminary.  
 On the morning of the seminary exam, my body was especially heavy and I had a 
hard time just walking. Devotions didn't take away the sluggishness. As a result of my 
struggles, through prayer and communion with God, I came to a conviction: "You are 
not leading this plan. I will lead you!" That gave me hope again and I was able to go for 
the seminary exam. 

(Application) 
   Do you come to worship with a sense of being one with one another? It is easy to 
lose hope in a situation like ours. 
   I mentioned that we should worship together in unity, with hope, as a community. 
But some may say, "Can we connect with each other in a YouTube worship service? 
Can we have fellowship with each other?" 
   But can we really say that when we look at the relationship between Paul and the 
Roman Church? Actually, Paul was not a member of the church in Rome.  In fact, he 
had never even been to the church in Rome. Nevertheless, Paul and the church in 
Rome are united in Jesus. After this, Paul went to Rome, and at that time, he would 
have met with them. But even though they are far away from each other, the 
problems of the church in Rome are Paul's problems as well. Paul sent them letters 
and prayed for them. He takes their problems as his own, with hope, because he 
believes love is the way to victory. 
   We may be physically separated, but we are one in Jesus Christ. We are 
connected to each other. Let's walk with God this week, looking to Jesus and 
thinking of one another! 
   Let’s pray. 

Heavenly Father,  
We praise your work of victory. Even in this kind of situation, we praise you that we 
are able to have worship services.  
I pray and ask that the day will come soon when we can gather together and have 
time of fellowship with You shoulder to shoulder with one another. 
Even in a time like this, unity is a major theme. Even as we are in a situation where it is 
difficult to have hope, may we serve one another, praising and glorifying You with 
hope! 
Change our hearts so that we may build each other up as Your servants. 
As we walk through this week, may we walk in hope through the Holy Spirit! 
We pray in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Amen.  

 


