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Revelation 21:1-8 The Holy City (Grace City) 
 
 
For the last month, we’ve been getting a taste of the vision that God has given to the Grace 
City Church from his word.  Let’s read together again the vision that has been given to us.   
 
Grace City is a gospel-centered community.  This is our identity.   
 
Our vision is that by making disciples of Christ, Tokyo will be filled with the gospel.  Our mission 
then is that through faithful Bible teaching and worship, the lives of people will be transformed, 
we will encourage community renewal, contribute to cultural reform, respond to the needs of 
society and bring a gospel movement from Tokyo to the world. 
 
Brothers and sisters, let us by all means remember our vision as we conclude our series on it to-
day.  I will speak from Revelation on the topic of “The Holy City.” 
 
On our honeymoon, we spent two days in the big city of Toronto, Canada.  According to the 
English newspaper “The Economist”, “in 2019 Toronto was rated the safest city in the north.”  To-
ronto is beautiful and clean, and has the attraction of a diversity of people living there who 
come from all over the world.  However, as we walked around the city and saw people living 
there, we sensed that among them are those who are held under the grip of drugs and alco-
hol.  That evening on the news, a case of burglary was reported in the suburbs.  No matter how 
beautiful and attractive a city may be, as any city in the world, there are problems. The city of 
Tokyo as well is no different. 
 
In the new vision given to Grace City Church, we see the statements “that Tokyo will be filled 
with God’s grace” and “that there will be a gospel movement from Tokyo to the world.”  It is fo-
cused on filling Tokyo with the gospel.  Why are we focusing on that?  Interestingly, the Bible 
also focuses on the city.  Let’s think about this as we deal with our topic “The Holy City” from 
Revelation 21:1-8.  Let’s read it together. 
 
Revelation 21:1-8 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, 
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor cry-
ing, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 
5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.”Also he said, 
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is done! I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring 
of the water of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will 
be his God and he will be my son. 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for 
murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake 
that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” 
 
From these verses, I would like to make clear three things about the holy city that relates to our 
vision.  First of all, God is in the holy city, and he is with us.  We serve a holy city that is filled with 
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the presence of God.  Secondly, the holy city is a place where we are transformed.  Because it 
is overflowing with God’s presence, we are changed.  Thirdly, the holy city is a place where only 
people who believe in God can live.  God will judge those who don’t believe in him, and 
through that judgment, he will show to people his mercy and grace.  So, the three points about 
the city are:  God’s presence, the reformation he brings and also his mercy and grace to the 
city through judgment. 
 
First of all, let me talk about the book of Revelation.  The person who wrote this book was one of 
Jesus’ disciples.  He was the son of Zebedee, who wrote the gospel of John.  In chapter one of 
Revelation, according to God’s word and his testimony, John was exiled to a small island in the 
westernmost part of Asia Minor (present Turkey).  It was there that he wrote this book.  The word 
“revelation” means to remove a covering.  I think we can say that the book of Revelation un-
covers what the plan of God is.   
 
Also, the book of Revelation is a very realistic book.  Jesus brought the kingdom of God to us by 
the redemption of the cross.  However, the kingdom of God is still in the process of being com-
pleted in us and in this world.  Even though the kingdom of God is already here, it is not yet 
completed.  The expression “already, but not yet” is used.  This is where we find ourselves to-
day.  Revelation is a book that reveals to us this reality. 
 
So first of all, the holy city is where God is, and he is with the people there.   
Look at Revelation 21:1,2.   
 
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more.  And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband." 
 
We can say that God and the scriptures focus on the city.  God caused the people of Israel to 
escape from Egypt.  He invited them to the promised land where the city of Jerusalem was 
built.  Because of their sin, the kingdom of Judah was attacked by Babylonia and taken into ex-
ile.  In Babylonia in their time of exile, they were told by God to pray for the peace of the city 
and that it would increase.  Also, when Paul started churches in Rome, Corinth, Thessalonica 
and other places, he did it in big cities that are still known today.  We can say that the Bible fo-
cuses on the city. 
 
In 21:1, John receives a vision from God.  It is painting a beautiful picture of a new heaven and 
a new earth.  In Genesis, God created the heavens and the earth.  He put people in the Gar-
den of Eden to live there.  However, people committed sin against God, and because of that, 
sin and death came into the world.  But God will make a new heaven and a new earth.  John 
wrote that the old heaven and earth will pass away, and it will become a new heaven and 
earth.  It will be made completely new.  Won’t it be wonderful to have things made completely 
new! 
In the city of Tokyo in which we live, because it is a city created by the hand of God, there are 
many good places.  However, as we walk around, we also see sin and pain and injustice, those 
things we would like to turn our eyes from.  However, the new heaven and earth that John sees 
has no sin and pain.  There is only good. Also, in verse 1, it says that there is no sea.  Because I 
personally like water sports and marine sports, I don’t like to think that there will be no 
ocean.  However, when the Bible speaks of the ocean here, it is symbolizing chaos and confu-
sion.  In Daniel 7:3, it says, “And four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one 
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another.”  In Revelation 13:1, it says, “And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and 
seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads.”  From the 
sea comes that which confronts the sovereign power of God, that which blasphemes God.  So, 
the fact that there is no sea means that there is no longer anyone who confronts, discredits or 
blasphemes the name of God.   
 
Let’s go to verse two.  John is portraying the beauty of the new city as a marriage cere-
mony.  The holy city is called the new Jerusalem.  This new Jerusalem will come down from God, 
from heaven.  We cannot say that this is referring to the present Israel in the Middle East.  The 
Bible is saying that the holy city is the new Jerusalem.  It is prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband.  The Bible illustrates that those who believe in Jesus as the church become the bride 
of Christ, who is the husband.  In the well-known scripture about marriage, Ephesians 5:25 says, 
“Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, . . .”  The 
new holy city will be filled with intimate love such as that of a married couple.   
 
Then in Rev. 21:3, John says that he heard a great voice coming from the throne of God.  “Be-
hold, the dwelling place of God is with man.  He will dwell with them, and they will be his peo-
ple, and God himself will be with them as their God.”  John heard the voice of God.  The voice 
describes what kind of place the holy city is.  It is a place where the tabernacle of God is with 
the people.  God lives with the people.  They are his people.  In the Old Testament, before they 
had the temple, they worshipped God using a mobile, movable temple called a tabernacle.  In 
the tabernacle was the ark of the covenant, and it was a place where God revealed his pres-
ence and his glory.  After that, the temple was built, and people began to worship God there.   
 
However, when Jesus was born into this world, a big change occurred.  First of all, according to 
Isaiah in the Old Testament, the birth of Jesus the Savior was prophecied.  Isaiah 7:14 says, 
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.  Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” “Immanuel” means that God is with us.  In the gospel of 
John, when Jesus was born, it says that the word became flesh and lived among us.  The origi-
nal word for “lived” could be translated that Jesus set up his tent among us.  In other words, the 
holy city is where God has set up his tent.  He is there with us.  It is a city where God’s presence 
overflows. 
 
Brothers and sisters, John Lennon of the Beatles wrote the song “Imagine”. The high point of this 
song are the words “Imagine everyone living in peace.”  He is singing about peace in the 
world, but the image being portrayed is completely different than what Revelation is talking 
about.  In the first verse of the song, it goes, “Imagine a world where there’s no heaven and no 
hell.”  The second verse goes “Imagine a world where there’s no murder or death or reli-
gion.”  In other words, this song is assuming that a world without religion, heaven and hell is a 
peaceful one.  However, is the world that John Lennon is speaking of really peaceful?  Even in a 
world without religion, heaven or hell, the problem of sin has not been solved.  If the problem of 
sin is not resolved, peace and security will not come to our hearts. Jesus hung on the cross for 
our sins, therefore redeeming us from our sins.  So, we are given peace with God.  Only in a 
world where God is with us, is there true peace.   
 
My brothers and sisters, the holy city is a city where God is given to us.  It is a city where God is 
with us.  His presence overflows in this city.  There is true peace. There is not a more wonderful 
city than this.  When you believe Jesus Christ as your Savior, the Holy Spirit lives with you.  You 
are already invited into the holy city as a resident.  The Spirit has been sent to those invited by 
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God.  The coming of God’s Holy Spirit begins from within your heart. 
 
And, the holy city that is given to you is not just you, but it has the power to transform Tokyo.  If 
you have the holy city within your heart through the Spirit of God, your perspective of Tokyo is 
changed.  Till now, you have probably only used the good things of the city.  You have profited 
from them.  However, through the holy city within you through the Spirit of God, you gain the 
hope of Tokyo being transformed.  Furthermore, you begin to love the people.  You want to 
serve them so that the holy city of God is seen.  Brothers and sisters, let us have joy in the holy 
city and serve so that because of God, Tokyo will be reformed.   
 
Also, the holy city overflows with God’s presence.  The holy city, which is the Spirit within us, 
transforms us.  Look at Revelation 21:4-8.  First of all, verse 4 mentions that God will remove all 
tears from their eyes.  There is no more death, sorrow, crying or pain.  The former things have 
passed away.”   
 
Verse 4 continues the words of God in verse 3.  God declares that in the holy city, all tears will 
be removed from people’s eyes.  There will be no death or sorrow or crying or pain.  The 
prophet Isaiah prophecies in Isaiah 25:8 what will happen to the people of God.  “He will swal-
low up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach 
of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken.”  There is no death in 
the holy city.  How can we say that?  What is death?  In Japan, we have the Buddhist idea of 
reincarnation, which means that at the point of death, we are reborn into something else.  For a 
lot of  Japanese people, the idea of life and death is to pray for the repose of one’s soul after 
life on this earth ends.  However, the Bible declares that death is the result of sin.  Because 
Adam and Eve sinned against God, sin and it’s consequence death entered into the 
world.  However, in God’s holy city, there is no death.  That is because there is no sin there.  God 
has ended all the results of sin, which are tears, sorrow, crying and pain.  In the holy city, all of 
the formers things including sin are no more, which means that death is no more. 
 
Verse 5 says, “And he who was seated on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things 
new.’  Also he said, ‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’”  Brothers and 
sisters, when God says, “all things”, it includes us as residents of the holy city.  How are we 
changed by that? 
 
The apostle Paul is a good example of how a person was transformed.  Even among the He-
brews, as a Pharisee, he was a strict adherent of the law.  He was a descendant of the tribe of 
Benjamin.  He received his education from the well-known scholar Gamaliel.  He was an elite 
Hebrew.  He felt a lot of pride in that.  He diligently persecuted the church of Christ.  As he was 
on the road, on the way to persecute Christians, through the middle of a bright light, he has the 
experience of encountering Jesus.  After this, he changes from persecuting the church to de-
claring the gospel of Jesus.  Also, he travels all over the province of Rome giving his life to start 
churches and train disciples of Christ.  Even in his struggle with sin, as Jesus’ disciple, Paul lives a 
life dependent on God’s grace and mercy.  As Jesus’ disciple, he depends on the grace and 
love and mercy of Jesus, and being freed from sin, he has hope, and his way of life is trans-
formed by God.  We too can be transformed by God. 
 
Verse 6 says, “And he said to me, ‘It is done!  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
and the end.  To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.”  The 
prophets have prophecied and Jesus has said that the kingdom of God, the holy city of God 
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has been given.  The God who fulfilled this has declared it.  He used the Greek alphabet, “al-
pha” and “omega” to speak of the beginning and the end.  The Bible says that God is the crea-
tor of the world and also its perfecter.  It also says that God gives the water of life freely to those 
who are thirsty, to those who will come and drink.  The prophet Isaiah was given the prophecy 
from the Lord that invites us to the banquet, “Let those who are thirsty come and drink.”  In the 
New Testament, Jesus says to the Samaritan woman who came to draw water from the well, 
“The water I give you will become a fountain.  It will overflow as the water of eternal life.”  God 
has declared that in the holy city, those who live there will be given the Holy Spirit.  God says 
that he will fill all people.   
 
In this time of the coronavirus, some people have lost their jobs and have faced extreme diffi-
culties in their lives.  The Japanese government took special measures to help the daily lives of 
people through a financial support package.  To receive this kind of monetary support was a 
good thing.  However, even though this does support our lives, it does not remove our basic 
problem.  It cannot change our hearts.  The Lord God of the holy city has given us his Holy 
Spirit.  Based on the power of the Spirit, our hearts are continually changed on the inside.  There 
are no mistakes in God’s plan. We can rest in the hope that we will eventually be freed from 
death and sorrow and pain.  The joy that comes from knowing that God will make us good is 
given to us in the holy city.   
 
Brothers and sisters, God will transform us in regard to the holy city.  If we truly believe Jesus as 
our Savior, the holy city through God’s Spirit is already in our hearts and is transforming us.  When 
we place our hope in this holy city, we are freed from the compulsion to gain fulfillment through 
fame or success or achievement.  And, those of us who believe are residents and ambassadors 
of the the holy city.  Jesus, who proclaims the kingdom of heaven, told his disciples that they 
should make disciples of all nations.  That command is also given to us.  Let us spread this good 
news, the gospel of the holy city that transforms our hearts. 
 
Lastly, only those who believe will be able to live in this holy city.  Look at verse seven.  “The one 
who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son.”  God contin-
ues to speak after verse six.  Those who gain the victory will inherit this.  Those who gain the vic-
tory will through Jesus Christ have victory over sin and its consequence of death.  Jesus gained 
the victory over death when he gave his life, when he paid the price for our sin on the cross and 
when he rose from the dead.  Those who gain the victory are those who believe that through 
the redemption that Jesus provided on the cross, that we are forgiven of our sins.  The fountain 
of life mentioned in verse six is the inheritance of those who believe in Jesus’ victory.  Those who 
believe in the gospel of God inherit the fountain of life, the good things of God and they can 
live with God.  Consequently, we have become children of God.  In the holy city, we are not 
only the people of God, we are his children.  We are a part of his royal family, his princes and 
princesses.  We have a special ranking.  However, please look at verse 8.  “But as for the cow-
ardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, 
and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second 
death.”  This is painting a picture in a very strict tone what will happen to those who do not gain 
the victory.   
 
Those who are cowardly do not have a sense of awe toward God.  They are those who do not 
believe in him.  Those who annoy or provoke God, are those who do evil in God’s eyes.  We 
can say that these people are those who are against the ten commandments that God gave 
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Moses.  They don’t believe the gospel of Jesus. They only live for themselves.  Toward those peo-
ple, God says that their portion will be fire and sulfer in the midst of a burning lake.  This is called 
the second death. This is strong language.  Why is this? 
 
John who wrote down this revelation, also wrote in his gospel what would happen to people 
when Jesus comes back again.  John 5:27-29 says, “And he has given him authority to execute 
judgment, because he is the Son of Man.  Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all 
who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the resur-
rection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.”  According to 
this gospel, when Jesus comes back again, those who have done evil will also be resur-
rected.  However, it will not be a resurrection to the joy of eternal life, but rather a resurrection 
to eternal judgement from God.  They will be separated forever from God with no hope of get-
ting better.  This is called the second death.  In the holy city of God, where God is, only those 
who believe in God can live. 
 
Some people will probably say about God’s judgment of those who don’t believe and also 
about his holy city, “Isn’t this dictatorship!”  However, we do not think pleasantly concerning the 
crime and injustice that is spreading in the cities where we live.  Rather, don’t we have anger 
and indignation towards this?  Because we are created in God’s image, we have this anger 
and this indignation toward evil and injustice.  In the holy city, God will judge evil and injus-
tice.  And, he will show mercy and compassion toward those who suffer because of evil and in-
justice. 
 
Brothers and sisters, only those who believe in God can live in the holy city that God will 
bring.  The city of Tokyo has gained great prosperity.  However, just as God judged cities that 
did not repent in the Old Testament, Tokyo will also be judged if they do not repent.  We have 
been sent to such a place as this.  As Christians, we have been invited into the holy city of God, 
although it is still in the process of being completed.  Shall we not then invite everyone in Tokyo, 
excluding no one, into God's holy city, by beseeching then to repent of their sin.  God is inviting 
many people in Tokyo into his holy city.  So then, even as we pray for the Lord to bring his holy 
city to Tokyo, let us share the good news about God with those around us. 
 
For those who are not Christians and are hearing this message, I want to say this.  The Bible is 
very clear that only those who hear the gospel and believe it will live in the holy city of 
God.  The things you have now like your achievement at your company and job, your success, 
your position, your money, your pleasure, even the prosperity of Tokyo will not last forever.  How-
ever, the holy city of God is forever.  Jesus provided the solution, the redemption for your sin on 
the cross.  He provided the forgiveness of sins.  If you believe that, you will become a perma-
nent resident of the holy city of God.  Because this will likely happen in the not too distant future, 
I want to encourage you to believe in Jesus. 
 
God sent Jesus so that through his death on the cross, all of our sins would be forgiven and we 
would be invited into the holy city of God, that Jesus would live in our hearts through his Holy 
Spirit, and that his presence and grace would flow from us into Tokyo and other cities around 
the world.  I hope that we can together joyfully in community engage this city with a plan for 
transformation.  Let us pray together that the vision we as Grace City Church Tokyo have been 
given, that of filling this city with the gospel will be accomplished.   
 
Let us pray. 
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Deeply gracious Father in heaven, you are seeking to transform this city of Tokyo into your holy 
city.  I thank you from my heart.  You are beginning your holy city in the hearts of we who be-
lieve and are invited into your holy city through the power of your Spirit.  Thank you.  Help us as 
residents of your city to be transformed in our daily lives, that we can proclaim the greatness of 
your city.  Send us to do this O God!  We have a lot of good things, but there are also many 
things in the city that we don’t want to see.  Even though we seek your help, there are still so 
many in Tokyo who don’t know of your holy city.  Because of that Lord, use us to proclaim the 
wonders of your holy city.  Bring us to maturity as Grace City Church Tokyo in proclaiming as a 
community the wonderful news of your gospel.  In the loving name of our Lord Jesus Christ, I 
pray.  Amen. 
  
 


