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Faith & Work ⑥ 
 
INTRODUCTION｜Selfish work: Why is it bad to promote your name at work?! 

 
We are looking into the motivation for work today. First, we will talk about positive aspects such as improvement of 
skills or technical innovation. Progress produced by work is a blessing. Secondly, we will reflect on the bad effects of a 
self-centered work. Work is supposed to be a wonderful thing, yet, it often results in fights, betrayal, excessive 
competition or jealousy. Thirdly, we will see how God reveals his truth and uses our work to change the world. We owe 
to repent and rely on his grace.   
SCRIPTURE｜Genesis 11:1-9
 
1 Now the whole world had one language and a common speech.  2 As people moved eastward, they found a plain in 
Shinar and settled there. 3 They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They used 
brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches 
to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole 
earth.” 5 But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower the people were building. 6 The Lord said, “If as one 
people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 
7 Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.” 8 So the Lord scattered them 
from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 9 That is why it was called Babel—because there the 
Lord confused the language of the whole world. From there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth.   
QUESTIONS｜ 
 
1: Today’s passage mainly shows human kind’s arrogance and selfishness, and how God judges them. But we shouldn’t 

miss the great message of this passage. What is it? (reference: Hebrews 11:10, Genesis 1:28)  
 
 
 
2: God rejoices as we grow up, improve our skills and innovate in order to work more effectively and reflect his glory. In 

which area would you like to grow? 
 
 
 
3: What were the motivation and the purpose of those people when they started to build “a tower that reaches to the 

heavens”? What did this city and tower represent for God? 
 
 
 
4: What kind of problem does happen when the motivation of our work is to “make a name for ourselves”? (reference C. 

S. Lewis) 
 
 
 
5: How did God judge these people? What do you learn from this for your own work? 
 
 
 
6: The Tower of Babel story shows how we should not base our life and identity on our work accomplishments. If not from 

work, where can you find your identity, your name, your joy, a meaning for your life? (reference: Luke 10:20)    
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READING｜ 
 
Hebrews 11:10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 
 
Genesis 1:28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish 

in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 
 
C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, p. 68 Pride is competitive by its very nature: that is why it goes on and on. If I am a proud man, then, as long as there is one 

man in the whole world more powerful, or richer, or cleverer than I, he is my rival and my enemy. 
 
Luke 10:20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 
 
 
PRAYER｜ 
 
・God reigns on our work. In his grace, he does not allow us to find our identity, our name, our joy and the meaning of our 

life in work, but in Christ and by faith, we find our true value. Let’s be thankful. 
 
・When working in order to elevate our name, we often face problems and troubles. Let’s humble and repent. 
  
UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 
 lunch time meeting (21 Akasaka, 22 Kasumigaseki, 23 Otemachi) 
worship & fellowship (26 “Useless work”: why?) 
classic music & talk “Why Bach?” (26) 
lunch time meeting (29 Marunouchi, 30 Otemachi) 
Ishinomaki volunteer trip (7/1-3) 
obento project (7/2) 
worship & fellowship @ TKP Garden City Shimbocho (7/3 “Idolizing work: success, money, power”) 


