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㉖ Re-Think of Gospel  
  

INTRODUCTION｜Resurrection and life 

 

What is our hope when we are confronted to death? Let’s see what is the hope of Christians, those 

people who believe in God and entrusted their lives to Christ. In this passage, we first learn that Jesus 

is resurrection and life, which is our greatest hope. Then, Jesus is our comfort and savior, and he 

challenges death. Finally, let’s focus on the fact Jesus went through death himself and is now our 

glorious Lord as he rose again. 

 

SCRIPTURE｜ John 11: 17-44 
 

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 

18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that 

Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha 

said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I 

know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother 

will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the 

last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 

though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. 

Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of 

God, who is coming into the world.” 28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister 

Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, 

she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in 

the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, 

consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was 

going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, 

she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was 

deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” 

They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved 

him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also 

have kept this man from dying?” 38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was 

a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of 

the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four 

days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of 

God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank 

you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of 

the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said 

these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died 

came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus 

said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 

 
QUESTIONS｜ 

 

1: (Verses 21, 32) What do Martha and Mary think would have happened if Jesus had come before 

Lazarus died? How is it similar to the way we react when we face sufferings or disappointment? 
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2: (Verses 23, 25-26) How does Jesus announce hope for the future to the desperate Martha? What 

kind of hope does it represent for us? 

 

3: (Verses 33-38) What is the reaction of Jesus to Lazarus’ death? What does it show about Jesus’ 

character? How is it comforting of us? 

 

4: When Jesus is in front of Lazarus’ tomb, he is moved. Why? What should I think about death? 

(Reference: Romans 6:23) 

 

5: The fact Jesus resurrected Lazarus teaches us about what kind of person Jesus is and what we can 

hope in him. Who is Jesus? What is the hope he brings us? (Reference: Revelation 21:1-4) 

 

6: How can I appropriate the hope Jesus offers me? 

 

 

REFERENCES｜ 

 

Romans 6:23 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Revelation 21:1-4 

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from 

the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they 

will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear 

from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain 

anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 

 

 

PRAYER｜ 

 

・Jesus is resurrection and life. Let’s be thankful and praise God for he is gracious and gives us a 

hope that goes beyond death. 

 

・We often forget that Jesus is living with us. It is easy to start thinking about the past (“What if it had 

been like this…”, “What if this hadn’t happened…”) and lose hope. Let’s repent for our lack of faith 

in Jesus and rely on him. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 

 

Lunchtime meeting (Marunouchi 22, Otemachi 23), symposium about Sunday worship (26) 

 


