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Ruth 3: 1-18 “A Kindness Greater Than the First” 
” 
 

Introduction 
For the four weeks leading up to Christmas, we are relishing the Book of Ruth, and 
the story of redemption within. Today, I would like to take a look at Ruth Chapter 3. 
During the holiday season, Christmas songs are played throughout the streets. A song 
that I often listened to is "Christmas Eve" by Japanese artist, Tatsuro Yamashita. It's a 
song about heartbreak, (translated) "I know you won't come, and I’ll be alone this 
Christmas Eve". A part of the lyrics that particularly left an impression on me is 
(translated) "a feeling hidden deep within, not likely to come true. But I felt like I could 
muster up the courage to say it tonight." In this third chapter of Ruth, however, the 
exact opposite thing (to these lyrics) happens. In Chapter 3 of the Book of Ruth, God's 
deeply hidden will is revealed to Ruth. Today, let's relish this third chapter that reveals 
kindness greater than that which was shown earlier. Today’s Scripture is Ruth 3: 1-18. 

 
Ruth 3: 1- 8 
One day Ruth’s mother-in-law Naomi said to her, “My daughter, I must find a home 
for you, where you will be well provided for. 2 Now Boaz, with whose women you 
have worked, is a relative of ours. Tonight he will be winnowing barley on the 
threshing floor. 3 Wash,  put on perfume, and get dressed in your best clothes. Then 
go down to the threshing floor, but don’t let him know you are there until he has 
finished eating and drinking. 4 When he lies down, note the place where he is lying. 
Then go and uncover his feet and lie down. He will tell you what to do.” 
 
5 “I will do whatever you say,” Ruth answered. 6 So she went down to the threshing 
floor and did everything her mother-in-law told her to do. 
 
7 When Boaz had finished eating and drinking and was in good spirits, he went over 
to lie down at the far end of the grain pile. Ruth approached quietly, uncovered his 
feet and lay down. 8 In the middle of the night something startled the man; he 
turned—and there was a woman lying at his feet! 
 
9 “Who are you?” he asked.“I am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread the corner of 
your garment over me, since you are a guardian-redeemer of our family.” 
 
10 “The Lord bless you, my daughter,” he replied. “This kindness is greater than that 
which you showed earlier: You have not run after the younger men, whether rich or 
poor. 11 And now, my daughter, don’t be afraid. I will do for you all you ask. All the 
people of my town know that you are a woman of noble character.  12 Although it 
is true that I am a guardian-redeemer of our family,  there is another who is more 
closely related than I. 13 Stay here for the night, and in the morning if he wants to do 
his duty as your guardian-redeemer, good; let him redeem you. But if he is not willing, 
as surely as the Lord lives I will do it. Lie here until morning.” 
14 So she lay at his feet until morning, but got up before anyone could be 
recognized; and he said, “No one must know that a woman came to the threshing 
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floor.”15 He also said, “Bring me the shawl you are wearing and hold it out.” When 
she did so, he poured into it six measures of barley and placed the bundle on her. 
Then he went back to town.16 When Ruth came to her mother-in-law, Naomi asked, 
“How did it go, my daughter?”Then she told her everything Boaz had done for her 
17 and added, “He gave me these six measures of barley, saying, ‘Don’t go back to 
your mother-in-law empty-handed.’ ”18 Then Naomi said, “Wait, my daughter, until 
you find out what happens. For the man will not rest until the matter is settled today.” 
 
This is the word of the Lord. Amen. 
 
From Ruth Chapter 3, I will speak about sincerity using three points. First is Ruth’s own 
sincerity. She was by no means perfect, but she was sincere in her approach to God. 
Next is Boaz’s sincerity. He was sincere in his approach to Ruth, restoring her and filling 
her with blessings. Third is the sincerity behind Ruth and Boaz’s sincerity.  
 
1. The Sincerity of Ruth 
First, let’s look at the sincerity of Ruth.  
Here we can see the key phrase of Chapter 3, which is “The right to redemption.” 
We see this first in Chapter 2, verse 20: “That man is our close relative; he is one of our 
guardian-redeemers.” 
 
Naomi’s husband, Elimelech, owned land in Bethlehem. However, when he 
emigrated to the land of Moab, he had sold that land, which according to the law, 
had to be dealt in the following way according to Leviticus 25: 23-25. 
 

Leviticus 25:23 “The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is 
mine and you reside in my land as foreigners and strangers. 24 Throughout the 
land that you hold as a possession, you must provide for the redemption of the 
land. 

25 “‘If one of your fellow Israelites becomes poor and sells some of their 
property, their nearest relative is to come and redeem what they have sold. 

Naomi had the right to own the land that belonged to Elimelech, but she didn’t have 
the financial means to buy it back. The law stipulates that relatives should buy back 
the land that had been sold.  
 
If Ruth and Boaz get married, Naomi’s husband's land is inherited by his close relative, 
Boaz, and their lives could become stable through harvesting fields. If Ruth and Boaz 
have a child together, that child would inherit the land and property.  
 
In ancient Jewish society, there was much value placed on a child inheriting property. 
Let’s take a look at verse 1, first. “My daughter, I must find a home for you, where you 
will be well provided for.” 
 
In Chapter 1, Naomi lost her husband and sons, became a widow, and returned to 
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Bethlehem with her daughter-in-law, who was a foreigner, but in Chapter 2, we can 
see that Naomi was encouraged by Boaz, a relative of her late husband Elimelech. 
This is because Boaz gave Ruth a job of picking ears in the field, treated Ruth very 
gently, and supported Ruth and Naomi. Naomi recommended that Ruth and Boaz 
get married. By “finding a home,” Naomi meant not just a physical home but also a 
family. As Ruth’s mother-in-law, Naomi wanted Ruth to get married and be happy, 
so Naomi devised a way for Ruth and Boaz to get married. Their marriage, as I 
mentioned earlier, was a blessing for Naomi. 
 
Naomi ordered Ruth to ask Boaz for marriage that night  because Boaz was 
celebrating the harvest and sowing barley. She instructed Ruth to wash herself, put 
on her best clothes for celebratory occasions, hide without being noticed until Boaz 
gets sleepy after the party, and roll up at his feet and sleep.  
What Naomi was telling Ruth to do, to fall asleep at Boaz’s feet, was considered 
sexually scandalous from a cultural point of view at the time. The Bible frowns upon 
premarital sexual intercourse. It was a scandalous act for two unmarried people to 
be alone in a room together. Yet Naomi still insisted that Ruth do this.  
 
How was Ruth able to be so bold as to follow Naomi’s orders, even at the risk of doing 
something scandalous? It was because Ruth was sincere in her walk with God. And 
that God also loved both Ruth and Naomi, and poured His blessings on them. Ruth 
was a Moabite, meaning she was a foreigner.  Nevertheless, she lived a life seeking 
God.  
What Ruth was about to do was not in perfect alignment with the virtues of the Bible. 
In fact, it could have been considered sinful. But Ruth showed her sincerity toward 
God and followed through. And God considered her actions good. Although not 
perfect on Biblical terms, Ruth jumped in as a sign of her sincerity toward God. 
 
We are currently exposed to the threat of coronavirus infection. Everyone has 
become conscious of death from infection. Not only that, but it also has a great 
influence on society. Because of this situation, I feel that it is necessary to become 
bold and at the same time sincere in our walk with God. Grace City started 
broadcasting the worship services on YouTube, which we hadn’t been active about 
until now. But we decided to boldly test it out and broadcast services on YouTube. 
Those who are involved technologically have to make sacrifices and contributions in 
various ways to make this work.  
 
Also, the worship time has been changed and everyone had to accommodate, and 
we  thank you very much for this. However, this has increased the possibility of the 
Gospel being delivered to people who have never heard the Good News of God. 
Also, I’m sure your working environment has changed a lot too. We may feel that we 
are being asked to make bold changes in the kinds of work we will be able to do in 
the future, and what kinds of things we can do to demonstrate the expression of 
God's greatness. Ruth was by no means perfect, but she demonstrated sincerity in 
her walk with God. How are you doing in your own walks? 
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Although she was a foreigner, Ruth adored God and was sincere in her walk with 
Him. Brothers and sisters, let us also not be afraid of God, fearing, "I might not be able 
to do it," or "I might not be cut out for it." 
Walk boldly and with sincerity. Sincerity towards God sometimes pushes us into bold 
and big changes. However, God guides us to these bold actions to reveal His 
greatness and for our own benefits.  
 
2. Boaz’s Sincerity 
Second, let’s take a look at Boaz's sincerity. He faced Ruth with sincerity, restored her, 
and filled her with blessings. Let’s take a look from verse 6 to 11. In verses 6 and 7, we 
can see that Ruth faithfully did what was told to her by Naomi. Then Boaz wakes up 
from his sleep in verse 8. And then in verse 9, he asks, "Who are you?" and she says, 
"“I am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread the corner of your garment over me, 
since you are a guardian-redeemer of our family.” 
 
Boaz was surprised. A woman in her best clothes was sleeping at his feet, and the 
corner of his clothes were rolled up. And Ruth's words may sound indirect, but they 
are actually conveying her feelings to Boaz directly. She modestly spread the corner 
of his garment over herself. She sought to be protected by Boaz, as the Lord God 
protected the people of Israel as if under the wings of the eagle. Ruth told him that 
he is their relative who has redemption rights to buy back their land. She was asking 
him to reclaim her father-in-law’s land through marriage with Ruth. 
 
In response to this bold and scandalous confession by Ruth are Boaz's reactions as 
we see in verse 10 and 11.  10 “The Lord bless you, my daughter,” he replied. “This 
kindness is greater than that which you showed earlier: You have not run after the 
younger men, whether rich or poor. 11 And now, my daughter, don’t be afraid. I will 
do for you all you ask. All the people of my town know that you are a woman of 
noble character. 
 
Boaz responded to Ruth's confession with sincerity, as we see in verse 10: “This 
kindness is greater than that which you showed earlier.”  What did he mean by this? 
 
The kindness that was shown earlier is mentioned in the previous chapter, in Ruth 2:11. 
Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-law 
since the death of your husband—how you left your father and mother and your 
homeland and came to live with a people you did not know before.” Ruth’s sincerity 
is in that she didn’t go after a young man, whether he was poor or rich. As we can 
see here, instead of seeking any other man, she sought Boaz, who is a relative and 
a legitimate redeemer of their land. Boaz is a relative of Elimelech, so Boaz and Ruth 
were so far apart in age that they could practically be father and daughter. Still, 
Ruth sought Boaz, and he responded to her sincere request with his own sincerity. 
 
The word that means to buy back land to restore the rights of a relative is "goel" in 
Hebrew, which can be translated as "redemption". Atonement is compensation for 
one's crime by offering money or goods. It originally meant paying a ransom to let 



Online Service December 13, 2020  
Christmas 2020: A Story of Redemption, The Book of Ruth ③ 

 
 
slaves go. What happens to Ruth when Boaz buys back the land that belonged to 
Elimelech and restores Ruth? Ruth was a foreigner and widow from the land of Moab. 
But through Boaz’s act of redemption, she will become Boaz's spouse, a member of 
his family, and be granted the right to inheritance. And through marriage, Boaz will 
be obliged to love Ruth throughout his life and to protect her. 
 
Also, the word sincerity or kindness is called "hesed" in Hebrew. Hesed has various 
meanings such as covenantal love, truth, and faith etc.The covenantal love of God 
and the faithfulness of seeking more reliance on God's law are manifest in Boaz. Boaz 
not only gave Ruth his property, but also restored her family, welcoming her as one 
of God's people, and filling her with God's blessings. 
 
I would like to share a story of Kenji Igarashi, a man who practiced walking before 
God with sincerity. He was born in the middle of the Meiji period, and when the war 
broke out in his youth, he volunteered to serve in the army. But he was tricked by 
someone and forced to work like a slave. He escaped from there and considered 
suicide, but became a Christian through a traveller he met after his escape. He then 
swore in his heart to live a life of sincerity towards Christ.  
 
Thereafter, Igarashi became active as a buyer at a major department store, but he 
quit when he couldn't worship God on Sundays, and began to look for a way of life 
in which he could remain faithful to God. He handled people's dirty laundry working 
at a laundry shop where he tried to walk faithfully with God, despite that it was 
considered menial and lowly a job. The motto of the company he founded was to 
run business on the basis of Christianity. He also built a place of worship within his 
company's factory, treating his employees as family members and enthusiastically 
proclaiming the Gospel to them.  Even after he resigned from his position of 
president, he walked faithfully with God and led people to Christ. Igarashi's company, 
Hakuyosha, is still the largest in the cleaning industry. Igarashi's sincere way of living 
invited people to the covenantal love of God and filled them with God's blessings. 
 
Brothers and sisters, Boaz's sincerity toward both God and Ruth has restored Ruth and 
filled her with blessings. I think we can learn a lot from Boaz's display of sincerity. Just 
as Boaz displayed his sincerity to the Lord God, isn't it necessary for us to face God in 
the same way? Boaz, who was faithful to the Lord, received great blessings. And with 
this covenantal love, he led Ruth to God's blessing as well. Sincerity towards God 
creates the power and influence to make a great difference in human life. Let us 
therefore be sincere, in the same way Boaz was sincere. Your sincerity towards God 
will lead you to His blessings as well. 
 
3. The Sincerity behind two displays of Sincerity 
Third, let's look at the sincerity behind these two displays of sincerity. It is in verses 12 
to 18. Verse 12 “Although it is true that I am a guardian-redeemer of our family,  
there is another who is more closely related than I.” Boaz has the right to buy back 
the land of Elimelech and Ruth, but Boaz is not the only relative. 
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Boaz tells Ruth that there are relatives who are closer to Elimelech and also had the 
right to buy back his land. After telling her, in verse thirteen, he tries to protect Ruth, 
saying, 13 Stay here for the night, and in the morning if he wants to do his duty as 
your guardian-redeemer, good; let him redeem you. But if he is not willing, as surely 
as the Lord lives I will do it. Lie here until morning.” 
 
The Lord is alive. Boaz tells Ruth to stay here for the night. Boaz was a sincere man, so 
he was also faithful to God's law. Therefore, he humbly tells Ruth that if a relative 
closer to Elimelech could play the role of buying back the land and Ruth, it would 
be better to have that relative do so. However, if the relative refused, Boaz declared 
that he would take on the responsibility. Boaz entrusted the Lord God with what the 
outcome would be. Let’s look at verses 14-16. 14 So she lay at his feet until morning, 
but got up before anyone could be recognized; and he said, “No one must know 
that a woman came to the threshing floor.” 15 He also said, “Bring me the shawlo 
you are wearing and hold it out.” When she did so, he poured into it six measures of 
barley and placed the bundle on her. Then he went back to town. 
 
Boaz takes action to fulfill his promise to Ruth and to protect Ruth from the eyes of 
the people and all misunderstandings. After letting Ruth stay until morning, he fills her 
outer garment with six measures of barley on her back so no one would know she 
had come to the barley yard. It is. By doing this, he knew that they could hide the 
fact that Ruth had come to the wheat field. 
 
At the same time, sending Ruth back with the wheat was a sign to Naomi that he 
was willing to restore their land. Let’s take a look at verses 16 to 18. 16 When Ruth 
came to her mother-in-law, Naomi asked, “How did it go, my daughter?” Then she 
told her everything Boaz had done for her 17 and added, “He gave me these six 
measures of barley, saying, ‘Don’t go back to your mother-in-law empty-handed.’ ” 
18 Then Naomi said, “Wait, my daughter, until you find out what happens. For the 
man will not rest until the matter is settled today.” 
Ruth returned to Naomi and told Naomi what had happened. Naomi then told Ruth 
to wait until they found out how things will be settled. 
 
Boaz was a sincere man. Boaz also bought back Ruth in accordance with the law 
given by God. Boaz understood Ruth's sincerity and took action to protect her so as 
not to humiliate her. Also, the act of buying back carries a great risk. Even if Boaz 
buys back Ruth and the field of Elimelech for a fee, a child is born between him and 
Ruth would be considered Elimelech's grandson. Also, when a child is born, the assets 
will not belong to Boaz because the child will inherit it as the grandchild of Elimelech. 
Repurchasing is a big responsibility, but there is little to gain from it. So why did Boaz 
say he wanted to go ahead with this decision? 
 
This is where we can see God's sincerity, God's covenantal love, which surpasses 
those of Boaz and Ruth. The Lord God told them in Deuteronomy 7: 8-9 that when 
the Israelites were released from Egyptian slavery, He would love them and keep 
them.  
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Deuteronomy 7: 8 But it was because the Lord loved you and kept the oath 
he swore to your ancestors that he brought you out with a mighty hand and 
redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful God, 
keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him 
and keep his commandments. 

 
The Lord God is worthy of our trust, and those who love him and keep his 
commandments will keep the covenant of grace for generations. Ruth, who 
confessed her faith in the Lord and fled to Bethlehem with Naomi, heard through the 
mouth of Boaz that God will reward her for what she has done. The abundant reward 
and blessing from the Lord, the God of Israel, who has come to protect you under 
His wings have been proclaimed. Behind the sincerity of Ruth and Boaz, the Lord God 
is trying to reveal His own sincerity and goodness. It was the very will of God that 
united the two. 
 
The Bible observes the sacrificial love of Boaz as well as the sacrificial love of Jesus 
Christ. Boaz's sacrifice was to Ruth and Naomi. But the sacrificial love of Jesus Christ 
put Himself on the cross to buy back everyone who believed Jesus Christ was the 
savior. This Jesus was born through the very descendants of Ruth and Boaz. 
 
In Ruth Chapter 3, we can witness the sincerity of Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz. However, 
it was God himself who was behind their displays of  sincerity. On Christmas, He sent 
Jesus Christ, His Beloved Son, to love us and to redeem us from our sins. Christmas is 
a holiday meant to celebrate the birth of this very Being. The Lord God redeemed 
Ruth through Boaz, and redeemed us through Jesus Christ, their descendant. Let us 
therefore trust Jesus Christ, who truly loved us, sincerely lived His life up until the cross, 
and redeemed us for our sins. Only when we understand Jesus Christ's sincerity 
towards us, 
will we be able to truly relish the joy of Christmas. 
 
Let us pray: 
Our Father full of blessings and mercy, You have always been sincere. Lord, you have 
shown your love to Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz. And You expressed it to us through Jesus 
Christ. We thank you from the bottom of our hearts. Lord, let us also receive your 
sincerity and walk in faith. We are not worthy of your salvation, yet we sincerely thank 
you for loving us because of your boundless mercy, and for redeeming us through 
Your great sacrifice.The time will soon come to celebrate Your birth.Throughout Your 
birth, we will be reminded that we have been forgiven for our sins and that we are 
free to take a brand new step into life. We pray that You allow us to gladly walk in 
this new life that you have given us. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our beloved 
Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 


