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INTRODUCTION｜A City Set on a Hill 

	  
In this second message of this month’s series that focuses on the vision of Grace City Church Tokyo, 
we’ll be looking at the theme: a missions community.  The gospel doesn’t just change our individual 
lives, but also makes our relationship with others new and brings about a new community that befits 
the gospel.  From the bible, we will first look at the identity of the community and the identity of 
people who live the gospel.  Second, we’ll think about the significance of Christian community as “a 
city set on a hill”.  Third, we’ll consider how this community, which is the salt of the earth and the light 
of the world, contributes towards spreading the gospel of Jesus throughout the world.   
 
SCRIPTURE｜  Matthew 5:13-16  Matthew 28:16-20  
 

Matthew 5:13-16 
[13] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It 
is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet.  
[14] “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. [15] Nor do people 
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.  
[16] In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
 
Matthew 28:16-20 
[16] Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. [17] And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. [18] And Jesus 
came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. [19] Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
QUESTIONS｜	  
 
1: (Matt 5:13-16) What do you think Jesus, in calling Christians “the salt of the earth” and “the light of 
the world”, was trying to tell us about the Christian identity and way of life? How does this encourage 
you? 
 
2: Jesus says that there are times when salt loses its taste and times when a lighted lamp is put under 
a basket.   Give some concrete examples of when these happen. 
 
3: Why is it that Christians are called “a city set on a hill”? What can the Christian community do to 
let the light of Christ shine?  (ref. Philippians 2: 15-16) 
 
4: (Matt 20:18-20) How does Jesus express what it means for us to share the gospel with others?  Why 
does He choose to express it in that manner? 
 
5: For us to become disciples of Christ, what kind of help does the Christian community need to give 
one another?  Let’s pray specifically, by name, for the friends and acquaintances with whom we 
would like to share the gospel.  Also, let’s think of some practical ways in which, in our respective 
community groups, we can help one another to share the gospel with these friends.  
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Reading (Reference)｜ 
 
Grace City Vision 
To reveal God’s glory through a church planting movement; to renew lives; to restore the city and to 
build God’s Kingdom, through proclaiming Christ’s gospel of grace in the center of Tokyo. 
 
Philippians 2:15-16 
[15] that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a 
crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, [16] holding fast to 
the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 
 
Prayer｜ 
 
- Give thanks and be honoured that we, through the grace of the gospel of Christ, have been given 
the identity and role as the salt of the earth and the light of the world.  Pray that we will be able to 
work to fulfil this role as the salt of the earth and the light of the world.    
 
- Pray that the gospel will be shared with all the peoples around the world, and that they will 
become disciples of Christ.  Let’s think about what we can do in our community groups to help this 
happen.  In particular, let’s pray that the city of Tokyo will be filled with the gospel of Christ.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 

 
Community group leaders meeting  May 11th Mon 
Lunchtime meeting MarunouchI  13th Wed  
Lunchtime meeting Otemachi  14th Thu 
Obento Project 16th May Sat 
 
Lunchtime meeting Kasumigaseki  20th Wed  
Lunchtime meeting Otemachi  21th Thu 
Day of Pentecost & GCCT 5th Anniversary Service 24th Sun 
	  
 
 
 
 
 
 


