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Intercessory Prayer 

Genesis 18:16-33 

 

 

When I didn't know Jesus yet, I made fun of the prayers of Christians. From my 

point of view at that time, prayer seemed to be nothing more than a mutter 

about each person. But just before I became a Christian, I was walking in the 

valley of life, and it was this monologue-like prayer of my Christian brothers and 

sisters that supported me and helped me to become who I am today. They 

presented the request of my situation to God and prayed on my behalf. In 

today's passage, Abraham asked God with an intercessory prayer. From this 

passage, let’s think about how we can intercede and pray for others. Let’s read 

Genesis 18:16-33.  

 

16 When the men got up to leave, they looked down toward Sodom, and 

Abraham walked along with them to see them on their way. 17 Then the Lord said, 

“Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do? 18 Abraham will surely 

become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed 

through him. 19 For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his 

household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right and just, so 

that the Lord will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him.” 

20 Then the Lord said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and 

their sin so grievous 21 that I will go down and see if what they have done is as 

bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.” 

22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained 

standing before the Lord. 23 Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you 

sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous 

people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the 

sake of the fifty righteous people in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing—to 

kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far 

be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 

26 The Lord said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the 



 

 

  

Walking with God on a Journey of Faith:  Worship and Fellowship 

The Life of Abraham (8)  October 30th, 2022 

“Intercessory Prayer”                      Takatsugu Nomura 

 

 

whole place for their sake.” 

27 Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to 

the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes, 28 what if the number of the 

righteous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five 

people?” 

“If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.” 

29 Once again he spoke to him, “What if only forty are found there?” 

He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not do it.” 

30 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty 

can be found there?” 

He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 

31 Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if 

only twenty can be found there?” 

He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.” 

32 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once 

more. What if only ten can be found there?” 

He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.” 

33 When the Lord had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and Abraham 

returned home. 

 

Why do we need to pray intercessively? We will look at three reasons. First, the 

Lord had a covenant with Abraham. We’ve also been blessed with this covenant 

from God to make intercessory prayers. Second, Abraham prayed based on his 

knowledge of who God is. When we make intercessory prayers, we need to know 

who God is. Third, Abraham humbled himself and repeatedly made the 

intercessory prayers to God. In the same way, God humbly asks for our 

intercessory prayers. To summarize today's message: when we make intercessory 

prayers, we need to pray humbly and repeatedly based on the covenant with 

God and the knowledge of who God is.  

 

First, the Lord made His covenant with Abraham. We are also expected to make 

intercessory prayers upon receiving this covenant. Let’s look at verse 16. When 

the men got up to leave, they looked down toward Sodom, and Abraham 
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walked along with them to see them on their way. These were the three men who 

appeared before Abraham in the first half of chapter 18. Abraham invited them 

to his home and extend his hospitality, but he might not know that these men 

were two were angels and God himself! They arose, looked down at Sodom, and 

departed. Sodom was the place where Abraham's nephew, Lot, chose to live. 

When Abraham saw off the three men, God appeared to him. 17 Then the Lord 

said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do? 18 Abraham will surely 

become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed 

through him. 19 For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his 

household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right and just, so 

that the Lord will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him.” 

 

God revealed to Abraham what He was about to do. The reason was that 

Abraham would surely become a strong and great nation and that all the 

nations of the earth would be blessed by him. God called Abraham to make his 

children and descendants to obey the commandment of the Lord and to be 

righteous, thereby fulfilling His promises. Why was God’s purpose behind this? 

God reminded him of the unconditional covenant He made with Abraham in 

Genesis 12:1-3 and 15. Furthermore, God explained His plan to Abraham in 

greater depth, which we’ve seen in today’s passage. God's great plan was to 

bless all the nations of the earth through Abraham, so that Abraham, his family, 

and his descendants may observe the Lord's ways and be righteous, thereby 

fulfilling what the Lord had promised Abraham. God also told Abraham how he 

would respond to unrighteousness and sins, as we see in verses 20 and 21: 20 Then 

the Lord said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin 

so grievous 21 that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the 

outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.” God's plan was to destroy two 

cities, Sodom and Gomorrah, although He did not literally declare to do so. 

Instead, He said, "I want to see if I should destroy them or not." Why didn’t God 

make an absolute statement of destroying these two cities? 

 

Sodom and Gomorrah were places where Abraham's nephew, Lot, and his 

family lived. To destroy Sodom and Gomorrah means that Abraham's family 
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would be in danger. God chose Abraham to bless the whole earth, but the 

destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah would bring judgment upon him, which is 

exactly the opposite of that blessing. Abraham, whose name means "father of 

many", made intercessory prayers for Lot and his family, and for the protection of 

Sodom and Gomorrah, where Lot's family lives. He wanted God to show that he 

would truly be a blessing to the whole world. That was the reason why God 

wanted to wait and see, by allowing Abraham to intercede for Lot and Sodom 

and Gomorrah.  

 

We are not Abraham. But we become God’s children through His new covenant 

and Jesus' salvation on the cross. God asks us to pray for others and this world in 

this new covenant. Intercessory prayer is also the privilege of asking our God 

what he wants to tell us.  

 

An incident I experienced in my early days as a Christian made me realize the 

importance of intercessory prayer. A family of immigrants from Peru came to the 

church I attended in New York. The man listened attentively to the sermon, but 

his wife and children simply felt that they were just accompanying the father. 

However, the father suddenly lost consciousness after a Sunday service, and the 

examination showed that he had a large tumor in his brain. At that time, his wife 

and children stopped coming to church, because they believed that there was 

no God. The members of the church gathered together during weekly prayer 

meetings to pray for the healing of this man and for his family to believe in Jesus 

and return to church. Unfortunately, God called this man to heaven. His family 

had left the church for two years, but two years later, they suddenly came to 

church and confessed that Jesus was their Savior. It was an event in which I 

thanked God for answering the intercessory prayers of the members of the 

church.  

 

Brothers and sisters, we can intercede and pray for others and the community 

because of the covenant and the privilege that God has given us. Since God is 

trying to expand His kingdom on earth through us Christians, we are able to know 

what His will is through intercessory prayers. And God will surely intervene and 
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work to fulfill His will.  

 

Intercessory prayer is the privilege in the covenant with God. And Abraham, 

knowing who God is, interceded and prayed. We also need to intercede and 

know who God is at the time of prayer. After God showed Abraham His plan to 

destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, Abraham remained in the presence of God and 

pleaded like this:  

23 Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous 

with the wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you 

really sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous 

people in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the 

wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not 

the Judge of all the earth do right?” 26 The Lord said, “If I find fifty righteous people 

in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake.” 

 

In this prayer, Abraham did not just ask God to rethink about destroying Sodom 

and Gomorrah, nor simply mentioned his nephew, Lot. Instead, he appealed to 

God's disposition and character by praying: God, You are righteous. You will 

always judge people righteously. You let the righteous live and destroy the 

wicked, but if You destroy both the righteous and the wicked, is it not contrary to 

Your nature?  

 

God answered to his prayer, “if I find fifty righteous people in the city, I will forgive 

all of them for their sake." God promised that if He found even 50 righteous 

people in the city, He would forgive them all and treat them with grace and 

generosity. Why did Abraham appeal to God's nature rather than just ask for 

what he wanted?  

 

Abraham is only human just like us. But God chose him and promised that the 

whole earth would be blessed through him. Even so, Abraham still had disbelief 

in God, sinned and made many mistakes from time to time. But God still promised 

that He would keep Abraham alive and give him a child despite the fact that he 

and his wife were too old to bear a child. What a blessing! Abraham came to 
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know who God is by walking with God throughout his life. He learned that God is 

righteous, having awesome power, and full of grace. Although he was a sinner, 

God patiently built intimate fellowship with him. That is also why he could pray in 

a way that appealed to God's disposition and character. This kind of prayer is a 

prayer that requires deep fellowship with God and deep knowledge of God. Like 

Abraham, we have been given the privilege to make intercessory prayers, so we 

need to know more about who God is.  

 

During the Grace City retreat this time, I experienced Bible counseling for the first 

time. And I was strongly impressed that Bible counseling is exactly like an 

intercessory prayer to God. Counselors need to know the counselee in depth. 

Specifically, they need to know what is going on in the counselee’s heart and 

pinpoint what specific needs he/she has. Also, the counselors need to keep in 

mind that it is God, not them, who can change the counselee. In other words, 

they cannot truly give counseling without knowing God deeply and praying 

intercessively.  

 

When we pray for others, we need to know more and more who God is. If we 

don't truly know the God hearing our prayers, how can we have deep fellowship 

with Him and make intercessory prayers? We are given the Word of God in the 

Bible to know who God is. By knowing God’s words and having intimate 

fellowship with Him, we will be able to make the intercessory prayer that God 

desires. 

 

Abraham humbly interceded again and again, and God humbly asks for 

intercessory plea again and again. Verses 27 through 33 read.  

 

27 Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to 

the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes, 28 what if the number of the 

righteous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five 

people?” 

“If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.” 

29 Once again he spoke to him, “What if only forty are found there?” 
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He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not do it.” 

30 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty 

can be found there?” 

He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 

31 Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if 

only twenty can be found there?” 

He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.” 

32 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once 

more. What if only ten can be found there?” 

He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.” 

33 When the Lord had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and Abraham 

returned home. 

 

Abraham persistently made intercessory prayers to God and had been asking 

God nonstop: what if there were fifty righteous people remaining? What about 

forty? Thirty? Twenty? Ten? Five times. Abraham was not offering a business with 

God as if God were supposed to make his requests come true. Rather, he was 

asking God to reconsider the plan of destroying Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Abraham admitted that he was only dust and ashes, but he boldly making his 

humble supplication to God no matter what. How did God respond to 

Abraham’s prayers? Well, instead of being bothered by these repeated prayers, 

God answered Abraham clearly every time that for the sake of the righteous, he 

would not destroy it.  

 

God heard Abraham's intercessory prayer, but He still destroyed Sodom and 

Gomorrah. However, He delivered Lot and his family from Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Whom can we think of from the story of Abraham's intercessory prayer? It is Jesus 

Christ. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said "Ask, and it will be given. Seek, 

and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks 

receives, and the one who seeks finds, and the one who knocks it will be opened. 

Jesus taught that as we continue to pray and ask God, He will always show us His 

will. And Jesus Himself prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane the night before He 

was crucified. This prayer demonstrated his deep fellowship with God and his 
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praise of God's disposition. He asked God to remove the cup again and again, 

but He was submissive to the will of God the Father. Eventually, God heard Jesus' 

prayer by showing His will, which is to let Jesus Christ be crucified on the cross to 

bear God's wrath and judgment so that we sinners who accept Jesus as Savior 

will be forgiven and invited into the Kingdom of God.  

 

When we pray before God, we do not have to worry whether God will listen to 

the same prayers being repeated many times, for God humbly and patiently 

hears our prayers over and over again and will show His will to us. Therefore, when 

we intercessively pray, let us humble ourselves to God and make our requests 

known to Lord again and again.  

 

God always hears our prayers and reveals His will. In deep fellowship with God, 

Jesus also prayed intercessively for us sinners over and over again for God’s will 

to be revealed, which was that Jesus, the blameless Son of God, would receive 

the wrath of God to atone for our sins bring salvation to those who believe in 

Jesus as their Savior. With sincere joy and gratitude for Jesus' intercessory prayer, 

let us also intercede and pray for the others. God will surely hear.  

 

Let's pray 

Dear Lord, thank you for your words today and thank you for hearing our prayers. 

Thank you for showing us through Abraham how we should pray. Lord, you made 

a covenant with Abraham, in which the privilege of prayer has also been granted 

to us. Thank you for this privilege you have given me. Today we also learned that 

we need to know who you really are when we pray. Through the Word you give 

us every day, we get to know you deeply and are invited to have deep fellowship 

with you. And thank you for being willing to hear my prayers again and again. 

Thank you for letting us know that the answer to our prayers is always pointing to 

Jesus, who has saved us by dying on the cross and invited us to rejoice in the 

fellowship with you. Help us to work hard to make more and more intercessory 

prayers. We prayed in the name of our dear Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 


