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⑰Gospel of John 
 
INTRODUCTION｜Jesus and The Law 

	  
For us to succeed in life, we do our best to abide by society’s norms, rules, and morals.  Did Jesus do 
the same?  Firstly, Jesus made clear God’s heart in the light of the law (the prevailing social norms of 
the time).  So, let’s listen to the words of Jesus.  Second, according to Jesus, who revealed to us 
God’s heart, our problem is not as simple the inability to abide by social norms and morals.  There is 
sin in the motivations of our hearts, even when we do the right things.  Third, Jesus accomplished 
what was in God’s heart, so let us focus our hearts on Jesus and rely on Him. 
 
SCRIPTURE｜  John 7:14-24
 

14  About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching.  15  The 
Jews therefore marveled, saying, “How is it that this man has learning, when he has never 
studied?”  16  So Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me.  17  If 
anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am 
speaking on my own authority.  18  The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own 
glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no 
falsehood.  19  Has not Moses given you the law?  Yet, none of you keeps the law.  Why do you 
seek to kill me?”  20  The crowd answered, “You have a demon!  Who is seeking to kill you?”   
21Jesus answered them, “I did one work, and you all marvel at it.  22 Moses gave you 
circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), and you circumcise a man on the 
Sabbath.  23  If on the Sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that the law of Moses may not 
be broken, are you angry with me because on the Sabbath I made a man’s whole body well?  
24  Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgement.” 
 
QUESTIONS｜	  
 
1: (v.14-17)  What impact did Jesus’ teaching have on the people?  Also, how do we know that the  
things Jesus says are from God? 
 
 
2: (v.18)  How does Jesus’ teaching differ from the rules and morals of our present society?  How do 
people who accept Jesus’ teaching benefit from it? 
 
3: (v. 19-20)  Jesus passed the judgment that the Jews were not obeying the law.  What law did they 
fail to obey? 
 
4: (v. 21-24)  Jesus brings up the practice of Jewish circumcision on the Sabbath and says that His 
healing of the sick on the Sabbath was fulfilling the law.  How is this so? What is the purpose of the 
law? (reference: John 5:5-10) 
 
5: Please think about the reasons why the Jews didn’t obey the law, and also about their 
motivations.  Are we doing the same thing? (reference: Tim Keller) 
 
6. If Jesus is communicating God’s heart, how should we respond?   
    What prevents you from receiving the teachings of Jesus? 
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Reading (Reference)｜ 
 
John 5: 5-10 
 
5  One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years.  6  When Jesus saw him lying 
there and knew that he had already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be 
healed?”  7  The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water 
is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before me.”  8  Jesus said to him, “Get up, 
take your bed, and walk.”  9  And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and 
walked.  Now that day was the Sabbath.  10  So the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It 
is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.” 
 
Tim Keller, Reason for God, p. 162 
 
So according to the Bible, the primary way to define sin is not just the doing of bad things, but the 
making of good things into ultimate things.  It is seeking to establish a sense of self by making 
something else more central to your significance, purpose, and happiness than your relationship to 
God. 
 
Prayers｜ 
 
•We try to find our life-goals and live a meaningful life, and be successful and prosperous by 
obeying social norms and rules.  However, Jesus goes beyond those rules and shows us the heart of 
a God who brings us salvation.  Let’s give thanks for the gospel of Jesus.   
 
•Let’s reflect on the reasons why we obey social rules and morals, and our motivations for doing so.  
If we haven’t been putting our trust in Jesus and have been depending on our own strength - doing 
good works, performing well, meeting KPIs and succeeding – let’s repent. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 
 
13th  Mon Leaders Training  Grace City Gospel Choir  
Lunchtime meeting  14th Akasaka 15th  Kasumigaseki   16th Otemachi  
Obento Project 18th  
 
Leaders Training 20th 
Lunchtime meeting  21st Jinbocho  22nd   Kasumigaseki   23rd  Otemachi  
 
 


