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③ Christ’s Crucifixion and Resurrection – The Gospel of John  
  

 

INTRODUCTION｜An Empty Grave  

 

Hallelujah! The Lord is risen. In this scripture passage we read about the resurrection and the empty tomb. If Jesus’ 

resurrection is true we have no greater joy and power. First, let's look at and study the historical reality of the resurrection. 

Secondly, let's look at how Jesus’ resurrection power works at the point of our weakness. We experience the power of 

Jesus in our humility. Thirdly, let's think about how we can proclaim Jesus’ resurrection. If you believe in the 

resurrection how can you share it with those around you? 

 

 

SCRIPTURE｜ John 20:1-18 
 

20. 1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that 

the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 

whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 

have laid him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4 Both of them 

were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he 

saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 

tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus'[a] head, not lying with the 

linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went 

in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 

Then the disciples went back to their homes. 11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she 

stooped to look into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at 

the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have 

taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 Having said this, she turned around and saw 

Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom 

are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 

where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in 

Aramaic,[b] “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet 

ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my 

God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that 

he had said these things to her. 

 

 

QUESTIONS｜ 

 

1: (verses 1-10) On the morning of the third day from Jesus’ death what was the state of affairs at the tomb where Jesus 

was buried? When Mary Magdalene, Peter and John arrived at the grave what did they do? 

 

2: Jesus  corpse was buried and yet the tomb was empty. What proof become prominent as testimony to this fact? Discuss 

ways in which can you answer objections raised to the reality of Christ’s resurrection? (1 Cor 15:3-6) 

 

3: (verses 14, 18) According to the John’s gospel, who was the first person to encounter the resurrected Jesus? 

Considering, at that time, women’s testimonies were not considered as  credible witness testimonies, how does Jesus’ 

resurrection power come to work in us?(ref Luke 8:1-3) 

 

4: Jesus had told his disciples before about his coming resurrection. But they did not understand. How could such a thing 

like that happen? (Ref Matthew 16:21) 

 

5: (verse 18) What did Mary do after she met the resurrected Jesus? In groups of two discuss the way in which you 

encountered the resurrected Jesus (how did you become a Christian?) 

 



COMMUNITY GROUP GUIDE                        

2 
www.gracecitychurch.jp 

6: Think and lift up in prayer people who you can share the gospel with, people you can read the scriptures with and 

people you can invite to community groups. 

 

 

REFERENCES｜ 

 

1 Corinthians 15:3-6 

3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 

Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he 

appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of 

whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 

 

Luke 8:1-3 

1Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. 

And the twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called 

Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 3 and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's household manager, and 

Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their means. 

 

Matthew 16:21 

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders 

and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 

 

 

PRAYER｜ 

 

・Hallelujah! The Lord is risen. Let us lift up thanksgiving for the fact of the resurrection that brings joy and praise. 

Those who believe in Jesus will never see destruction and have received eternal life death has been conquered. 

 

・The risen Christ is living now. Is there something larger than Christ ruling your heart and your life? Repent in prayer 

of those heart idols. Jesus is the only person that can truly fulfill your true desires. Bow before him 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 

 

1- Grace City Gospel Choir (3/28) 

2- Lunchtime meeting (Otemachi 3/31) 

3- Obento Project (4/2) 

4- Worship and Fellowship (4/3 Preacher: Sakaguchi)  

5- Community leaders meeting (4/ 4) 

6- Lunchtime meeting (4/5Akasaka, 4/6 Kasumigaseki, 4/7 Otemachi) 

7- Crossroad’s Bible study (4/10) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


