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Romans 8:12-25, “Living as Children of God” 

Introduction: 
Grace City has a relatively large number of young people. For the younger 
generation, after working for 7 to 10 years, it’s quite common then around 30 years 
old to switch jobs. You get used to your work, it becomes interesting, you’re 
achieving results. But at the same time, you’re given more responsibilities, the 
expectations and pressures are greater, you make mistakes and get discouraged. 
You start to wonder, is this enough? Is this really what I want to be doing? And many 
make a change. 

• The message from the Bible that can support you in a time like that has to 
do with your identity. Your identity is the foundation of your life, so let’s listen 
to this important message today. The Bible says, “You are a child of God!” 
What does it mean to live life as a child of God? 

Romans 8:12-25 

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh.  
13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live.  
14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  
15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”  
16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  
17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we 
suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 
the glory that is to be revealed to us.  
19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.  
20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who 
subjected it, in hope  
21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain 
the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  
22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of 
childbirth until now.  
23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our 
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bodies.  
24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes 
for what he sees?  
25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

• As we just read, the Bible says we are children of God. What does it mean to 
be a child of God? First let’s make clear the identity of being a child of God. 
Second, let’s look at the special privileges of being a child of God. Just as 
any child inherits the rights of their parents, we receive and share in the 
special privilege of God. 

• And third, let’s look to the hope promised to the children of God. Hope is a 
driving force to living our present lives; hope is different from just a dream. So 
our 3 points today are ① Identity as children of God, ② The privilege of the 
children of God ③ The hope of the children of God. 
 

1. Identity as Children of God 
• Let’s start from verse 14. “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons 

of God.” Do you realize what a shocking message this is here? The Spirit 
of God led us to Christ, and we are given the same standing (position) 
and rights as children of God that Christ has.  

• Of course in the Bible we see that by nature, Jesus Christ is the only Son 
of God. The child of a frog, is a frog. The child of man, is man. Just as 
children have the same DNA and nature of their parents, the child of 
God is not different from God. That is why right at the beginning of the 
Gospel of Mark it describes Jesus this way: “the beginning of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” (Mark 1:1) As Jesus began the ministry of 
proclaiming God’s Kingdom, God’s voice rang from heaven declaring, 

o “And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with 
you I am well pleased.” (Mark 1:11) 

• When we look at the Gospels, the disciples witnessed the incredible 
miracles and healings of Jesus. They heard the powerful message of 
Jesus, who saved and transformed people, and they confessed, “You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God”. And from the very beginning 
we see the evil spirits call Jesus the Son of God, and fear him. And we 
see the centurion who crucified Jesus, who witnessed his death firsthand, 
express faith saying “Truly this was the Son of God!” 
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• In light of all this, do you see what an extraordinary and amazing thing it 
is that we, who are not only mere humans but sinners who rebel against 
God, are called children of God? Without exception, all who believe in 
Jesus and follow the Holy Spirit are called children of God. John 1:12: 

o “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God” 

• The Bible is careful to express that through the Holy Spirit we are made 
children of God; that we are adopted as sons and daughters of God, 
added to the number of Christ’s brothers and sisters. In other words, even 
though we were not originally born into close relationship with God, you 
are each a member of God’s big family. And not only that, but God 
doesn’t compare us to Christ and treat us as inferior, second-rate 
children. 

• In the 1st century, the time of this passage, in the Greek and Roman 
world the system of adoption was extremely common. Once adopted, 
they had the exact same rights as the parents’ biological children. 
Romans 8:15-16 

o 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom 
we cry, “Abba! Father!”  
16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God,  

• Paul makes the position of adopted children of God clear by contrasting 
it with the position of slaves. No matter how good of a situation a slave 
has, they are not free. They are possessions of the master, obligated to 
work for the master. However, children of God who have received the 
Spirit of adoption, can intimately call God “Father” just as Jesus said 
“Abba, Father”.  

• “Abba” is what Jesus called God the Father. It shows a feeling of 
closeness to God. It was the word Jewish children regularly used for their 
dads. What intimacy and familiarity! The words of Jesus’ prayers, in the 
Aramaic language he spoke daily, spread around the Greek-speaking 
world, surely used by Christians just as they were, like Christians use the 
words “Amen” and “Hallelujah”. 

• What’s more, we used to be slaves to sin. At that time in history, normally 
if slaves were freed, they became “freed slaves”. But slaves to sin freed 
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by Christ, bought, redeemed by Christ, through the Holy Spirit are made 
children of God. Our birth certificate, our DNA of God, is the Holy Spirit 
himself. And this is not just a change in your sense of awareness or 
perspective. You yourself are made new; born again as a new person. 
 

2. The privilege of the children of God 
• So what are the privileges, the special rights of the children of God? They 

are loved by God. They live not in fear and insecurity, but with joy and 
peace. They inherit the nature of God. Their sins are completely forgiven. 
They live in eternal life. They are growing in being changed more and 
more into the likeness of Jesus. They live with purpose, with the calling, 
the mission, of spreading the Gospel. They have the hope of waiting for 
Christ and God’s Kingdom. Like Christ, they serve. The list goes on and 
on. 

• There are far too many of these privileges to list, but let’s focus on what is 
emphasized in our passage today. In verse 15 Paul contrasts the spirit of 
slavery and the Spirit of adoption as sons. He does that to make clear this 
privilege we have as God’s children. 

• In other words, if you’re a slave, you are praised or approved based on 
how you serve the master, on your work and achievements. If you make 
a big mistake, if you rebel or betray him and it’s discovered, you’d surely 
be cast away. But it is not that way with children.  

• Are you familiar with the famous parable of the prodigal 
son? The younger son despises his family, leaves his father, 
uses up all his inheritance, and ends up a miserable, 
penniless, homeless man. But he remembers his father and 
makes up his mind to go back home. At that time he 
thought he did not deserve to be called a son, and 
determined to become one of his father’s hired hands. But 
the father accepts this prodigal home as a son! 

• Many people try to live, like the younger son, as a slave. “I don’t deserve 
to be a child of God. God will reward me if I do good. So I’m going to try 
my best. But I can’t do enough, so surely God won’t bless me…” It’s a 
performance-based way of living. This is a tendency that we can apply 
not only to our reputation at work, but in our relationships, in any area of 
life. 
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• However, the children of God are different. No matter how poor our 
performance, we won’t be fired. Even human parents say “What are we 
going to do with you? But you’re our son.” “My daughter ran away from 
home, dropped out of school, it’s a mess, but she’s my daughter so 
there’s nothing I could do but accept her back.” That is a parent’s heart, 
parental love. Can you imagine God’s attitude? 

• God’s children are received with unconditional love. The privilege and 
standing as sons and daughters of God cannot be changed. We live 
every day in a performance-based world. In work, in friendships, even in 
love. Because of that we tend to see our relationship with God in the 
same way. But God is not your boss. The Holy Spirit has bonded us with 
God in a parent-child relationship.  

• Of course, all human parents are imperfect. They are sinners. They may 
have even cruelly treated or abused you. So even if you hear God is 
called Father and you are called child of God, your reaction might be to 
reject that. Just as you might feel fear, insecurity, or a sense of duty 
towards a boss, it can be difficult to call on God with close familiarity as 
“Abba, Father” and trust him. 

• It is for that reason the Holy Spirit was sent. The Spirit wipes away that 
performance-based mentality in our hearts. Through the Gospel the fear 
and insecurity in our hearts are erased, and replaced with trust and 
secure peace in God the Father. It can take time to truly accept that 
emotionally, on a heart level, but please keep listening to the Gospel of 
Christ. The Spirit soaks our hearts in the love of Christ.  

• In this way the children of God are made new in a grace-based way of 
living. A grace-based way of living affects everything, it remakes your 
life. This is a great privilege, but let’s add on yet another. Verse 17 says 
we are fellow heirs with Christ. 

• 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs 
with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may 
also be glorified with him. 
 

• God is the owner and ruler of all the earth. This means we will inherit the 
earth and reign.  

• Let’s imagine you were given a great inheritance. Your 
father, who left you an enormous fortune, truly loved you. 



Online Service Novemer 8, 2020  
Romans: Power of God for Salvation ⑯ 

 

How would the one who loved you want you to spend the 
fortune? Surely he would want you to use it wisely in the best 
way possible for your good, to live a meaningful life full of 
joy. Surely he would also want you to spend it for the good 
of those around you, contributing to society. At the very 
least, he wouldn’t want you to squander nor waste it.  

• You, as a fellow heir with Christ, are children of God entrusted with the 
whole world! What great joy, great mission, wonderful vision. Led by the 
Holy Spirit, we can engage in life as children of the great God with joy 
and freedom. 
 

3. The hope of the children of God 
• However, all because we are children of God, it does not mean that we 

can easily see the future. Right now from the spread of corona virus we 
too have much suffering, grief, and frustration. Verse 18 says 

• “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to 
us.”  

• Even the children of God do not escape suffering. And it is not just us, 
but all of creation that is full of suffering. There is structural pain. Creation 
is “subjected to futility” (vs 20) and in “bondage to corruption” (vs 21). 
Creation is “groaning together in the pains of childbirth” (vs 22). In other 
words, you are not the only one suffering. All of creation is groaning, 
waiting eagerly for the salvation of God. 

• As we see in Genesis 3, the people entrusted to rule the 
earth tried to become God themselves, rebelled in sin 
against God, walked away from God. Because of that not 
only people but all of creation (nature) was separated from 
God, and the harmony between God and man and nature 
was broken. 

• In spite of that, we have hope. One day we, and the earth as well, will 
be wrapped in glory. That is why Paul says, “if you know what glory we’re 
headed for, you will not see your current suffering and pain as 
meaningless nor worthless.”  

• Do you know the story of Joseph? At 17 years old, young, 
impertinent Joseph is sold into slavery, off to Egypt, by his 



Online Service Novemer 8, 2020  
Romans: Power of God for Salvation ⑯ 

 

jealous brothers. Joseph is bought by a high official, 
becomes the steward in his house, but by the deception of 
the official’s wife Joseph is thrown into prison as a criminal. 
As Joseph spends 13 years of suffering and despair there, he 
learns humility and grows in character. Finally released at 30 
years old, he’s acknowledged and honored by Pharaoh 
King of Egypt and selected as prime minister. And not only 
that, but through that he’s able to save his family suffering 
from a famine, and reconcile with his brothers. 

• What God fulfilled through Joseph’s story, through the Gospel, that is 
what He aims to do in our sin and suffering filled lives and world. Look at 
the drama story of the redemption and restoration God accomplishes 
through Christ. Our present pain is like the birth pains of a mother in 
labor.  

• Therefore, if through the Holy Spirit you accept this truth, you engage in 
the role and mission as children of God. As the children of God wait to 
be fully restored in glory, (vs 23 says “we wait eagerly for adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our bodies”) we do so with firm patience and 
the freedom of being set free from sin.  

• Let’s look back at the beginning of our passage. In verse 12 and 13 it 
says that we, children of God, are not to live according to the flesh, the 
nature of sin. Inspect your heart and your life.  Instead, through the 
guidance and help of the Holy Spirit, we are to put to death the “deeds 
of the body” (sin). Please don’t leave your sins as they are. Let’s repent 
of them. Let’s believe the Gospel. Please think on, meditate on the Holy 
Spirit.  

• You are a child of God. You are loved unconditionally. Through Christ’s 
sacrifice on the cross you are completely forgiven. Just as children freely 
and even messily make requests, we are permitted, given the privilege, 
to entreat God from our hearts. Let’s pray to him, call to him, “Abba, 
Father”.  Your Father mobilizes the world to do what is best. To restore all 
the world to beauty and greatness. 

 


