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④ Gospel Partnership 
  
 
INTRODUCTION｜The Love of God 

 
Our theme for today is about the gospel motivation for tithing. What should be our attitude and motivations when 
we handle money? With particular reference to tithing, let’s look at what the Bible teaches about money. Our first 
point is that to tithe is to take part in God’s grace. Second, tithing is a voluntary expression of our response to 
God’s love and grace rather than compliance to a command. Finally, let’s think about some practical guidelines for 
how we should approach tithing. 
 

SCRIPTURE｜ Isaiah 49:13-18 
 

8:1 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, 
2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 
generosity on their part. 3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their 
own accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— 5 and this, not as we 
expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. 6 Accordingly, we urged 
Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act of grace. 7 But as you excel in everything—
in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace 
also. 
8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. 9 For you 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by 
his poverty might become rich. 10 And in this matter I give my judgment: this benefits you, who a year ago started 
not only to do this work but also to desire to do it. 11 So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in 
desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of what you have. 12 For if the readiness is there, it is 
acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have. 13 For I do not mean that others 
should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness 14 your abundance at the present time should 
supply their need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness. 15 As it is written, 
“Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack.” 
 
QUESTIONS｜ 
 
1: (Verse 1-7) How did the Macedonian Christians tithe? From this, what can we learn about the principles of tithing? 
 
2: What is Paul referring to when he says ‘to take part in the relief of the saints’? If you have a similar experience, please 
share with the group. (Reference: Acts 2:45, 4:32, Letter to Diognetus) 
 
3: (Verse 7-9) In verse 8, Paul does not describe tithing as a legalistic requirement. Why is this the case? What should be 
our motivation in tithing and giving? 
 
4: In what ways are believing the grace of the gospel and tithing related? Think about possible objections to tithing and 
discuss the ways in which the gospel responds to these objections. 
 
5: (Verse 10-15) Paul reminds us of the story in which God provides manna to Israel when they are journeying in the 
desert. What can we learn about our income, savings, and tithings? (Reference: Exodus 16:16-20) 
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REFERENCES｜ 

 
Acts 2:45, 4:32 
2:45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
4:32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that 
belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 
 
Letter to Diognetus, c.100-150 A.D. 
They share their table with all, but not their bed with all. They are poor and make many rich; they are short of everything 
and yet have plenty of things. 
 
Jonathan Edwards、The Duty of Charity 
By the gospel we must give aid even when we can’t do it without suffering ourselves… how else will we bear one 
another’s burdens? If we are never obliged to relieve others’ burdens but when we can do it without burdening ourselves, 
then how do we bear our neighbor’s burdens when we bear no burdens at all?" 
 
Exodus 16:16-20 
16:16 This is what the Lord has commanded: ‘Gather of it, each one of you, as much as he can eat. You shall each take 
an omer, according to the number of the persons that each of you has in his tent.’” 17 And the people of Israel did so. 
They gathered, some more, some less. 18 But when they measured it with an omer, whoever gathered much had nothing 
left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack. Each of them gathered as much as he could eat. 19 And Moses said to 
them, “Let no one leave any of it over till the morning.” 20 But they did not listen to Moses. Some left part of it till the 
morning, and it bred worms and stank. And Moses was angry with them. 
 
PRAYER｜ 

 
・ Thinking on the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us give thanks for the wonderful gift of forgiveness, that by the 

sacrifice and precious blood of Christ we have been made rich in Christ and saved from our former depravity and sin. 
 
・After reading the passage below, pray for the wisdom to know how to tithe and give in service of the work of God’s 

kingdom and those in need around you. 
7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency[a] in all things at all times, you may 
abound in every good work. (2 Corinthians 9:7-8) 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 

 
Lunchtime Meetings (21@Akasaka, 22@Marunouchi, 23@Otemachi) 
 
Retirement Home Volunteering (25) 
 
Sunday Worship (26) Vision Sunday Combined Service (14:00@KDDI Hall) 
 
Women’s Dinner Discussion (26) 
 
Lunchtime Meeting (28@Kudanshita, 30@Otemachi) 
 
Obento Project (4/1) 
 

Sunday Worship (2) ② Gospel Partnership (13:00 & 15:30@KDDI Hall) 
  
 


