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③Art Month – HEART OF THE ARTS 「The Spirit’s plan」  
  

 

INTRODUCTION｜The Spirit’s plan 

 

Today’s passage talks about setback and change of role. The King David had prepared everything with ardor to build a 

temple for God. But God removed this responsibility from him and entrusted the work to Solomon. First, let’s think 

about the gift of creativity that God offers us to perform our tasks and roles. Then, let’s remember that all the gifts of 

creativity are different, we do not need to compare ourselves or compete with others. Finally, let’s use our gifts and 

cooperate together to create a community. 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE｜  1 Chronicles 28:9-21  
 

9 “And you, Solomon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a whole heart and with a willing 

mind, for the Lord searches all hearts and understands every plan and thought. If you seek him, he will be found by 

you, but if you forsake him, he will cast you off forever. 10 Be careful now, for the Lord has chosen you to build a 

house for the sanctuary; be strong and do it.” 

11 Then David gave Solomon his son the plan of the vestibule of the temple, and of its houses, its treasuries, its 

upper rooms, and its inner chambers, and of the room for the mercy seat; 12 and the plan of all that he had in mind 

for the courts of the house of the Lord, all the surrounding chambers, the treasuries of the house of God, and the 

treasuries for dedicated gifts; 13 for the divisions of the priests and of the Levites, and all the work of the service in 

the house of the Lord; for all the vessels for the service in the house of the Lord, 14 the weight of gold for all 

golden vessels for each service, the weight of silver vessels for each service, 15 the weight of the golden 

lampstands and their lamps, the weight of gold for each lampstand and its lamps, the weight of silver for a 

lampstand and its lamps, according to the use of each lampstand in the service, 16 the weight of gold for each table 

for the showbread, the silver for the silver tables, 17 and pure gold for the forks, the basins and the cups; for the 

golden bowls and the weight of each; for the silver bowls and the weight of each; 18 for the altar of incense made 

of refined gold, and its weight; also his plan for the golden chariot of the cherubim that spread their wings and 

covered the ark of the covenant of the Lord. 19 “All this he made clear to me in writing from the hand of the Lord, 

all the work to be done according to the plan.” 

20 Then David said to Solomon his son, “Be strong and courageous and do it. Do not be afraid and do not be 

dismayed, for the Lord God, even my God, is with you. He will not leave you or forsake you, until all the work for 

the service of the house of the Lord is finished. 21 And behold the divisions of the priests and the Levites for all the 

service of the house of God; and with you in all the work will be every willing man who has skill for any kind of 

service; also the officers and all the people will be wholly at your command.” 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS｜ 

 

1: (verses 11-12) What was the idea of God for the construction of the temple? When God gave David the plan to build 

the temple, what special concern did he have? 

 

2: The Spirit of God was already working actively during the creation of the world. From this fact, what do we 

understand about our own artistic activities or our creativity? (reference: Genesis 1:1-2) 

 

3: (verses 9-10) What kind of frustration did David, who was very enthusiastic at the idea of building a temple for God, 

probably feel when this great project was given to Solomon? We can talk about setback and change of role in this story. 

How did he go through this hardship? (reference: 1 Chronicles 22:7-10) 
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4: Did you ever experienced such a frustration or setback? Please share. What did you learn through this experience? 

 

5: (verse 20-21) When you use your creativity coming from God in your work or position, what kind of temptation or 

hardship do you encounter? 

 

6: What kind of help did God prepare to make sure Solomon would succeed in the construction work of the temple? Let’s 

remember about Jesus who went through failure and change of role to bring us the Gospel, and pray for each other. 

 

 

 

REFERENCES｜ 

 

Genesis 1:1-2 

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over 

the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

 

1 Chronicles 22:7-10 

7 David said to Solomon, “My son, I had it in my heart to build a house to the name of the Lord my God. 8 But the word 

of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘You have shed much blood and have waged great wars. You shall not build a house to 

my name, because you have shed so much blood before me on the earth. 9 Behold, a son shall be born to you who shall 

be a man of rest. I will give him rest from all his surrounding enemies. For his name shall be Solomon, and I will give 

peace and quiet to Israel in his days. 10 He shall build a house for my name. He shall be my son, and I will be his father, 

and I will establish his royal throne in Israel forever.’ 

 

 

 

PRAYER｜ 

 

・God offered us the gift of creativity and his Spirit guides us in the tasks we are entrusted. Let’s thank God for his grace, 

and pray to walk according to our guide and source of creativity, the Spirit of God. 

 

・Everyone goes through frustration or failure at some point in his life. Even in these hardships, temptations and 

struggles, Jesus can set us free from jealousy, pride, low self-esteem, fears, anger or self-pity. Let’s pray to be able 

rejoice and thank God in a bold humble attitude. 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 

 

Grace City gospel (19) , lunch time meeting (21 Kasumigaseki, 22 Otemachi), obento project (24), Joso City volunteer 

trip (24) 

Worship & Fellowship (25 ＠KDDI Hall), lunch time meeting (28 Marunouchi, 29 Otemachi), Joso City volunteer trip 

(31) 

Worship & Fellowship (11/1 ＠KDDI Hall), devotion seminar #1 (11/1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


