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John9:1-12 “the Light of the world” 
 
 

John9:1-12 
 
1As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or 

his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that 

the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 

coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 Having said these 

things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud 7 

and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back 

seeing. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who 

used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 

10 So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud 

and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my 

sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

 

This is the word of the living God. Amen 
 
 
Introduction 
 
 
・Have you ever thought to yourself “why are these things happening?”  In the midst of Coronavirus Pandemic, 

everybody is thinking this. As a Pastor, I’ve received serious questions from people: “Why did I catch this terrible 

disease?” “My father commit suicide. He jumped in front of a train. Is it my fault?” 

・”I am mentally challenged due to a high fever during my childhood. If God is Love, why do I have to suffer?” 

I’ve received these serious questions. I praise God because these people who asked these questions became 

Christians. I know they are still struggling these issues though.  

・Through today’s scripture, Jesus has different points of view about sickness and suffering. He cured a blind 

man. He proclaimed himself as the Light of the World. What does really means to us? 
 
 

From this scripture, I would like to look at 3 points about Jesus as “Light of the World”. 

 

1st. The world without the Light. The Bible tells us that we are walking without the light in our lives. 

2nd, Who is this Jesus, as “light of the world”. How does he delight in us? 

3rd, What does it mean to walk with Jesus, who is the Light of the world? 

 

1st, The light without the world, 2nd, who is Jesus, 3rd, walking with Jesus. 
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1． The world without the light 

 

・The disciples’ question to Jesus about the blind man is not an unusual question. This question comes up in 

everyone’s heart in every generation. This question is unavoidable. Why does this happened to him? Who’s to 

blame? If we do not have the light of Jesus. we tend to search for people’s faults and in turn blame someone.   

・In the time of the Bible, the issues of sickness and poverty came from the sin of someone, Exodus20:5 say, “You 

shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 

fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me,” (Israelites might applied 

to wrong way) . Therefore, Israelites thought blindness and sickness came from the sin of previous generations. 

・Other people say that their own sin before birth influenced their blindness. How do unborn babies commit sin? 

For example, they thought, their parent’s worshipped idols, thus, unborn baby worshipped idols.  

・This way of thought is still popular today. Any bad things happened to individuals, some may say “it is the 

retribution of their ancestor.” or “This year is a bad year for you.” etc.. To take away this badness or filth, we 

need a ceremony to cleanse us. Whoever performs this cleanse ceremony will receive some payment or 

tithe.    

・if people have some issues in their lives, we usually take action in 2 ways. Please look at the words from 

disciples.  Why do these things happen?  “ 1, Is it because of his sins 2, Is it because of his parents’ sins? This 

reaction is like, self-blaming.  

・The tendency of man is to self-blame. “This happened because of me.”  The tendency of man is to hold guilt 

and hate themselves. The tendency of man is to solve things themselves even though they cannot. This ends up 

in self-guilt and self-pity.  

・Other reaction is to blame parents. When something happens, we put our anger towards someone then ask 

for them to responsibility. Parents is bad for me, Society is bad for me, God is bad for me etc…Pour out their 

anger to them. This cannot solve the issues, It leaves us with bitterness.  

・ How about you? I tend to blame myself. If something does not go right, I tend to blame myself. I felt 

helpless. I need the light of Jesus. Without this, I am easy to fall off into self-blame and guilt, or blame 

someone. This is the world without the light of the world.  

・the world without the light means, try to solve things ourselves without God. The worldview of “We should do 

everything by ourselves.” This is the darkness of our life. We tend to eliminate God which able to solve our 

problem in Jesus.  

・Everyone, please listen to the word of Jesus. “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works 

of God might be displayed in him. Jesus is able to solve our negative spiral of self-guilt, shame and blame. He 

is able to release you from searching who has to blame. It is the word of God might be displayed in us. He 

gave us the new light.  
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2. The light of Jesus 

 

・So, everyone, who is this Jesus, the light of the world? How does he delight in us? From today’s passage. He is 

the light who can see our eyes of the heart. Jesus is the light of Divine work, which is salvation.  

・Let’s see how Jesus came to this world as the light of the world. Also, Let’s take a look at how he started His 

work. Jesus proclaimed that the cause of blindness is the works of God might be displayed in him. He healed 

his blindness. Jesus came to this world to make back to what it used to be.  

・ Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's 

eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). 

・the way of Jesus’s healing is unique. It looks like a mud pack treatment: “Jesus spat and make mud, then put 

it on to his eyes.” This scene reminds us the creation of men from Genesis chapter 2. 

 Genesis2:7 then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath 

of life, and the man became a living creature. 

 

・Jesus is able to renew and restore this world with His divine power. In John Chapter 1, It states, He is God. He is 

creator of everything. He came to the world and darkness has not overcome it. 

John1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in 

the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made 

that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

・Jesus asked the blind man to wash his mud at the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Siloam means Sent. 

This passage emphasize that Jesus came from the God the father. This is divine work. Jesus came to this world 

as the light of the world. He can heal and renew us.   

・He is also able to open the eyes of our heart. Which means, He can transform our world view and life. He 

gave us the new life. I talked about it in first point. Our tendency is to blame ourselves or someone.  

・but this scene reveals to us that our problem cannot solve with retribution, accusation, rule or penalty. 

Indeed, we need rules, our sin must be revealed, repentance is important. We cannot ignore these.   

・we tends to hide our sins, trying to justify our wrong doing. We also tend to not forgive and keeping accusing.  

It will create hatred and conflict. Our relationships get cold. Sometimes it is so hard to restore. Blind man 

became a beggar. This is our tendency.   

・Jesus point out to this blind man, Jesus came to his life. Jesus performed divine work. He teaches us to see 

through the light of Jesus. Jesus is able to work within you. He is able to open our eyes of our heart. There is sin in 

our heart. This issue is unavoidable, but please look through the light of Jesus. He is able to give forgiveness, 

healing, repentance, reconciliation and renewal.  
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3. walk with the light 

 

・ The behavior of Jesus seems strange, spit and make mud, put it on man’s eyes, wash in the pool etc. He 

also asked another man to heal blindness with his spit (Mark 7:33 8:23). Why did he do that? It is for healing.  

・There is the story of Naaman in the Old testament. He is the commander of Aram (Syria). He has terrible 

skin disease. So Naaman went to Prophet Elisha. But Elisha did not show up his face to Naaman. He 

simply asked to Naaman to wash you body 7 time in Jordan river. Naaman get angry, but Naaman’s 

soldier ask to do it. Naaman washed his body 7 times in Jordan river. He healed completely.  

・What we need most is the faith in Jesus Christ. We need to humble down before Him. We have to recognize 

our life is in darkness without God, Jesus. we also need to believe that He is in control even though we are in 

the midst of suffering.  

・some may wonder, “I understand that we need the light of Jesus, but Is God really working?” 

We know that there are uncurable diseases, unsolved conflicts, and tangled relationships. It all may suffocate 

us. 

・but this verse will encourage us in the midst of suffering. Hebrew2:18, Because he himself suffered when he 

was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

・Jesus came to this world, while people are in suffering, pain, and toil. He came to this world with His Grace. 

His Grace is on the cross. Through the suffering on the cross, He did divine work, which is forgiveness and love. 

His love is full of grace, not only that He is almighty God. God the father resurrected Jesus. His resurrection 

brought his kingdom to us closely.   

・Therefore, please remember His story of redemption on the cross. His work of salvation had been finished, but 

he still brings people in to His salvation. Please look this at world and yourself through the lens of The Gospel. 

God will give u His wisdom. He will reveal to you in prayer.  

・My friend’s father is against Christianity. His mother could not understand my friend’s faith. They did not open 

their heart for Christ. His father was retired as a school principal. He was working in the library. He suddenly 

received a heart attack. He became a persistent vegetative state. He is able to react something but no 

consciousness.  

・I sometimes visit that hospital. Doctors tell me that he is able to hear you. So I simply talk to him, read the 

bible and preach the Gospel and pray. He reacts sometimes. His breath is getting softer, his facial 

expressions become calm. His wife told me that, “My husband is at peace.” 

・I visited him frequently. I kept reading the bible and prayer. Through this, his wife opened her heart. She 

received Jesus. I read the bible and talk about His Good News.  It was originally the worst situation, but 

God brings us hearing, forgiveness of sins, and hope of resurrection.  

・So everyone, please share with your friends how Jesus gave us the light. Our pain and suffering is so hard to 

understand but we rely on Jesus with humbleness. The blind man proclaims Jesus, therefore, let us tell people 

about Jesus. Tell them of your experience with Jesus.  

 

Let us Pray 


