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Isaiah 53:1-12 “The Suffering Servant” 

 

Introduction  

 

• Isaiah 53, the chapter we just read, is one of the most shocking passages in the Old Testament.  I 

say this because Jesus the Messiah, whom God sent to bring salvation, suffers unspeakable abuse.  

And, at the end of his suffering is his inevitable death. 

 

• Normally, the Savior of the world would be a hero.  Who wouldn’t expect that the One who has 

come to stop the misery of all people and save the world would be the greatest leader!  He is the 

King who has power to overcome evil.  However, according to the Bible, the Messiah who will 

presumably end the atrocities of this world, becomes a sacrifice.  Instead of victory, there is defeat.  

This seems very strange.  Why does it turn out this way? 

 

• Let’s consider three points.  And in so doing, let’s reflect together on the meaning of Christ’s 

suffering.  1) Because the suffering Servant took the cruel pain upon himself, we ourselves, are 

comforted and healed.  2) Because the Lord’s Servant suffered and died in our place, we are 

forgiven.  3) Through the death of the suffering Servant, we receive blessing and are led into a new 

way of life. 

  

Isaiah 53:1-12 (ESV) 

1 Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 

2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or  

majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him.  

3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  

4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows;  

yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the  

chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 

we have turned — every one — to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.  

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for  his generation, who considered 

that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people? 

9 And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death,  although he had done no  

violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.  

10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, 

he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.  

11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall be 

the righeous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.  

12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,  

because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, 

and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

 

1.  His Suffering For Our Consolation 

 

• The Lord’s Servant, referred to in Isaiah 53, suffers immensely.  His abuse is graphic and on display.  

His pain is indescribable.  He is verbally abused and experiences deep sorrow.  Even though he 

suffers, there is no one who cares for him.  Everyone hides their faces.  He is whipped, pierced with 

a sword, and killed. 

 

• Please look at verse 5.  Why does the Lord’s Servant suffer such horrible pain?  It is to bring us peace.  

It is so that we are healed. 

 

53:5  But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was 

the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 
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• If you are verbally abused by someone, or become very depressed, by whom do you want to be 

comforted?  As for me, I want it to be someone who understands my grief.  I want to hear the voice 

of someone who has suffered deeply in his spirit.  Why?  Because he understands the depth of my 

pain and the hurt in my heart.  He won’t look down on me or be unconcerned.  He will reach out 

to me, relate to my need, and give me great comfort. 

 

• Jesus the Messiah, suffered so that we, in all of our pain, might be comforted and healed.  Please 

consider this: If the Savior came and yet did not understand our reality and our everyday lives, and 

if he couldn’t comprehend at all what we are experiencing, wouldn’t you feel anxious and 

insecure about that?  If he doesn’t understand anything about us, can he actually save us? 

 

 

• In the New Testament book of Hebrews, this is written.  Hebrews 2:18. 

2:18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being 

tempted. 

 

• The ultimate pain described in Isaiah 53 is to be cut off from God.  If, in your heart, you are crying 

out “Where is God when I need him?” be assured that Jesus understands.  With his wounds we are 

healed.  We are comforted.  Jesus is the one who shares your tears. 

 

 

2.  Christ’s Substitutionary Death 

 

• What is so shocking about these verses in Isaiah 53?  It is that the Lord’s Servant, Jesus the Messiah, 

suffers and dies in our place!  Though people usually suffer for something they themselves have 

done, this is not the case here.  Remarkably, Jesus suffered and died as our substitute. 

 

• Verse 6 says, “ . . . the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  And, verse 8, “ . . . he was cut off 

out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people.”  Verse 10 says, “ . . . he has 

put him to grief, when his soul makes an offering for guilt.” And finally, verse 12 also makes this 

abundantly clear: 

 

53:12 “ . . . he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he 

bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.” 

 

• All of these phrases clearly show us that Jesus suffered in our place, and that his substitutionary 

death was for the forgiveness of our sin. 

 

• Brothers and sisters, why did Jesus exchange places with us, suffering and dying for us?  It is said 

that this is the mystery of Christianity.  “How is it that the sins of all humankind are forgiven because 

of the substitutionary death of Christ?”  This question has been at the center of many debates.  

And, some argue that if a loving God forgives sin, a sacrifice or a substitutionary death is not 

necessary. 

 

• However, are we forgetting that forgiveness always includes pain and suffering?  If someone does 

something evil against us, we need to forgive them.  But, it’s painful to forgive.  Over and over we 

ask ourselves why that person did that to me, while trying to control the bitter thoughts that want 

to boil over. 

 

• If you don’t forgive, it’s likely you will take revenge.  Hatred and vengeance form a chain and 

become a vicious circle to which we cannot help but fall prey.  This is the present condition of the 

world in which we live.  If we don’t forgive, we will be consumed by our own hatred.  Again, pain 

and suffering accompany forgiveness. 

 

• Therefore, if the forgiveness we receive is true forgiveness, someone will experience pain.  Brothers 

and sisters, it is because Jesus suffered in our place, that God is able to forgive us.  Because of the 

pain he endured, we are forgiven.  This is the Good News!  Good news that results from pain. 
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3.  A New Way of Life 

 

• The last thing I’d like to look at is the victory of our Messiah who sacrificed his life and died for us.  

We have become familiar with the title of “The Suffering Servant” given to Isaiah 53.  But, that is not 

all.  Although the Lord’s Servant suffers and dies, let’s not forget that there is victory, also. 

 

• The one who dies and is buried (vs. 9) will see his offspring; . . . the will of the Lord shall prosper in his 

hand (vs. 10).  And, the one who is judged, beaten, and killed (vs. 8) is the righteous one, God’s 

servant, and the one who makes many to be counted righteous (vs. 11).  And again, the one who 

is like a lamb being led to the slaughter (vs. 7) is the victor (vs. 12). 

 

• What does this mean?  Two things.  First, though the word “resurrection” is not used, there is clear 

indication of a resurrection.  Jesus was raised from the dead and is victorious.  We can be utterly 

confident of God’s love and forgiveness.  Secondly,  forgiveness and right-standing before God 

are promised for those who love Jesus and are trusting him.  Right now, many of us are experiencing 

hardships, grief, and anxiety because of things we cannot see.  However, Jesus, the one who 

endured your pain and died in your place is alive!  The Savior who suffered for you has secured 

your salvation and blessings. 

 


