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Matthew 9:35-38
Harvest is Plentiful

Introduction
Good morning, everyone.
Stories have the power to shape our personalities. Have you ever heard or read a
story that keeps you thinking about it long after you’re done? I like to read books
that make me reflect on my own life. One book that often made me think while I
read it, is the book "Musashi Miyamoto" written by Eiji Yoshikawa.

To this day, what remains in my mind is that Musashi Miyamoto was not content to
spend his life in idleness, but tried to live each day with a purpose. To Musashi
Miyamoto, purpose was not only for those of high samurai status, but even those of
low status, such as farmers, who "live with purpose," Musashi Miyamoto respected. I
continue to ponder the question of what purpose do I live with.

When we read fictional stories as well as non-fictional biographies, our lives are
affected. The same is true when I read Matthew's Gospel, which tells the story of
Jesus' life. Matthew's Gospel, which clearly conveys Jesus' compassion and deep
love for the weak in his position, makes me love him more and want to live like him.
That is the purpose of this sermon series. That, after each sermon, you would love
Jesus more. And that you will want to follow Jesus more and more.

Today, we will consider Matthew 9:35-38. I would like to understand this passage
through three questions.

First, who is Jesus?
Second, what is the will of Jesus?
Third, how should we, as people who believe in Jesus, act?

Who is Jesus?

Now consider the first question. Who is Jesus? To answer this question,
Matthew invites his readers to remember the Old Testament. In today's
passage, Ezekiel 34 is specifically referenced. I will ask Nomura san to read
some verses from Ezekiel 34 and Matthew 9:35-38. Listen to these two
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passages and see if you can find similarities with Matthew 9. Especially, listen
for the answer to the question, Who is Jesus?

Ezekiel 34:1~3, 5, 11~12, 23~24

1The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the
shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, even to the shepherds, Thus
says the Lord GOD: Ah, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding
yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? 3 You eat the fat, you
clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, but you do not
feed the sheep.

5 So they were scattered, because there was no shepherd, and they became
food for all the wild beasts. My sheep were scattered;

11 “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep
and will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is
among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I
will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of
clouds and thick darkness.

23 And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall
feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24 And I, the LORD, will
be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the
LORD; I have spoken.

Matthew 9:35-38

35 And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every
disease and every affliction. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion
for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
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shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the
laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send
out laborers into his harvest.”

Thank you, Nomura san

What do you all think? Did you notice any similarities? Who do you think Matthew, the
author, is implying that Jesus is?

From ancient times, in Israel and elsewhere in the Mediterranean, the image of the
shepherd was often used for a leader in society. In Ezekiel, the shepherds of Israel, the
leaders of Israel, are represented as not protecting the sheep, people entrusted to them for
their own good. In this passage from Ezekiel, God promises that He will have mercy on His
people and put a stop to this. He promises to judge this bad shepherd and appoint a good
shepherd from the line of David. He promises that God will rule his people righteously.
Justice will be brought to the poor and oppressed. And it is promised that God's people will
live in peace and prosperity.

Ezekiel 34 is a passage in which the hope of a Savior, the Messiah of Israel, is prophesized. All
Jews knew Ezekiel 34. That is why Matthew says, "When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd.” The reader is reminded of the promise in Ezekiel when he reads these words.

In chapters 8 and 9, Jesus heals the sick, calms storms, casts out demons, and even raises
the dead. And the climax of the section is when the Pharisees, the wicked shepherds of
Israel, claim Jesus has an evil spirit, while two men, blind but seeing Jesus' identity, confess
that Jesus is the Son of David.

Jesus is the Good Shepherd, that Israel is waiting for, who will save the flock, and fulfill Ezekiel
34. He will judge the bad shepherds of Israel and rule God's people righteously, bringing
justice to the poor and oppressed. Who is Jesus? He is the righteous shepherd who cares for
Israel, Yahweh's servant, the Son of David, the prophesied Messiah.

Lord of the Harvest
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After showing his readers that Jesus is the Messiah of Israel, Matthew reiterates the
theme of authority beginning in verse 37 and continuing in chapter 10. read chapter
9, verses 37 and 38.

３７Then Jesus said to His disciples. 'The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few.
３８So pray to the Lord of the harvest to send workers for His harvest.

In the Old Testament, the image of the Lord of the harvest is often used. When the
metaphor of the Lord of the harvest, the Lord of the vineyard, or even, the Lord of
the field, this ‘Lord” is God. So when the reader reads the word "Lord of the harvest,"
he or she naturally thinks of God. Now, let's read verses 37 and 38 again, and also
chapter 10, verses 1 and 5.

37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers
into his harvest.”

10:1 And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every
affliction.
5 These twelve Jesus sent out…

Did you notice something: In verse 38, Jesus commanded his disciples to pray to the
Lord of the Harvest to send workers for his harvest.

But what about verses 1 and 5 of chapter 10? Jesus is the one who sends his disciples
to proclaim the kingdom of God, heal the sick, and cast out demons. Jesus is the
one who sends workers into the harvest. Jesus immediately performs the action of
"sending" that he, just beforehand, said would do. Furthermore, Jesus is able to give
the power to heal the sick and cast out demons. This is a power that God gives, yet
in chapter 10, Jesus is the one who gives that power. It seems as if Matthew is saying
the Lord of the harvest seems to be both God and Jesus?
In the New Testament, there is no direct statement that Jesus is God. However, there
are strong indirect assertions that Jesus is God. In Matthew chapters 8 and 9, the
theme of Jesus' authority shows His power over sickness, demons, weather, and
death; in chapter 9:36, Matthew shows that Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah who
will heal, save, and rule Israel in light of Old Testament prophecy. And now, at the
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end of chapter 9 and into chapter 10, Jesus takes on God's role of sending workers
into the harvest, giving them power to cast out disease and demons, and also giving
them the message to proclaim that God's kingdom has come .

Conc: Who is Jesus? Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah of Israel. He is the King who
rules righteously. He is the authority over all the powers of the world. Jesus is the
Savior of the needy. Who is Jesus? Jesus is God.

What is Jesus’ will?
Intro
So what kind of King, Savior, Messiah, and God is Jesus? In other words, what is Jesus'
will? Let's take a walk through today's passage again.

First, I want to consider verses 35 and 36.

35 And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every
disease and every affliction. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion
for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd.

To deepen our understanding of these two wills, first, we will consider the meaning of
" proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom”. The word "gospel" has a political meaning
in the original Greek. Specifically, it means that a new king has been enthroned. So
far today, where have we read prophecies about a king? Ezekiel 34, King David.

Ezekiel 34 and other prophecies concerning the Messiah prophesy that a day will
come when God will dwell with His people. In that day, the wicked will be judged,
the oppressed will be set free, the land will be restored, and God's people will be
with Him. On that day, the consequences of sin in the form of suffering and death will
be wiped out, and sin itself will be defeated. By proclaiming the Gospel of the
Kingdom, Jesus is calling people to repent of their sins, of the evil they have done in
contributing to the destruction of God's good world, and to come to Him as their
gracious King and Savior.
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As stated in the first letter of Peter, God wants all men to be saved from the
judgment of evil. Jesus judges sin in order to blot out evil from the world, but His will is
that many will repent of their sins. If you have not repented of your sins and believed
in Jesus as your King and only hope, do so today. As Christians, we believe that God
will judge the evils of this world, including each of us. But God, who loves people,
also provides a way of escape and graciously offers forgiveness to those who repent
of their sins. As Jesus proclaimed to the towns and villages of Israel, I say to all today,
"Repent, for the Kingdom of God is near." Jesus' will is that sinners receive forgiveness
and welcome their King.

King Jesus not only urged us to repent of our sins, but He actually erased the
consequences of those sins: suffering and death. He noticed those in need and had
compassion on them. He healed the sick, cast out demons, and raised a dead girl.
He restored the world that had been destroyed by sin. Jesus' will is that his people will
enjoy life free from the effects of sin, and that the world would be restored.

In verses 35 and 36, Jesus' will is to save sinners and to erase the effects of sin; what
about verses 37 and 38?

37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers
into his harvest.”

I would like to reflect for a moment on the "harvest" in verse 37. In the Old Testament,
the image of harvest is often a metaphor for God's judgment and vengeance on
the nations, who are full of tyranny and shed the blood of the innocent. In Matthew's
Gospel, however, the image is not of this judgment, but on the contrary, of the
salvation of Israel and the nations! Although today's passage speaks specifically of
Israel, this theme is used frequently in Matthew's Gospel and is gradually broadened
in scope to include the entire world by chapter 28. I believe that Jesus, the Good
Shepherd who saves Israel, also saves the nations from judgment as Lord of the
Harvest.

By the end of Matthew's gospel, the whole world was included in the harvest. But do
you think there is much harvest in Japan? When I look at Japan, I sometimes don't
believe that the harvest is plentiful. If you are having trouble believing that there is
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much harvest in Japan, I want to consider two encouragements. First, God has
promised that Japan is included in the harvest. Let's look at Malachi 1:11.

11 For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name will be great among the
nations, and in every place incense will be offered to my name, and a pure
offering. For my name will be great among the nations, says the LORD of hosts.

Malachi states that God's name will be worshiped in the whole world. When Malachi
says "from the rising of the sun," he is not referring specifically to Japan. However,
God promises over and over again that the people of the world, including Japan,
will praise His name. We worship together on the basis of Malachi 1:11. God promises
that the whole world, including Japan, will praise His name.

The second exhortation comes from 1 Kings. In 1 Kings 19, there is a scene in which
seemingly all of Israel worships the god Baal and does evil deeds. In the midst of this
great evil, in verses 17 and 18 of 1 Kings, the prophet Elijah laments that he is the only
one in Israel who is keeping God's covenant. However, God rebukes Elijah, and
declares that even though Elijah seems to be the only one in Israel free from sin, God
declares that there are 7,000 who keep His covenant. When you think of Japan,
have you ever thought that like Elijah, we are the only ones worshiping Jesus?
However, just as God promised in Elijah's day, God has other people of His own in
modern Japan.

Grace City Church, God promises a great harvest in Japan. There are many people
in need in Japan. Do you see them? There are many people who need the hope of
the gospel. Do you see them? God is faithful to His promises. God promises that
many will come to Him among those who need the hope of the gospel. Jesus' will is
that the harvest will be gathered from all over the world. Jesus' will is that many in
Japan repent of their sins and accept the Kingdom of God.

Finally, regarding the will of Jesus, I would like to consider that the Lord of the harvest
sends workers for the harvest. In chapters 8 and 9 of Matthew's Gospel, Jesus was the
one who proclaimed the gospel of the Kingdom and blotted out the effects of sin.
Yet, from chapter 9:37 to chapter 10, Jesus partners with His disciples to do this work.
Jesus' will is that people partner in this work with Him.
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What is the will of Jesus? To proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom, to reverse the
consequences of sin, and to work with us to do this.

What should we do ?
We now know who Jesus is in this passage. And we also know what this scripture says about
His will. If it is Jesus' will to cooperate with us, what does that look like? I believe that Jesus
wants us to look at the world, to pray, and to partner with Him in His mission, as He sees it.

Given the application of today's passage, it's natural to think of it as praying to the Lord of
the harvest in verse 38, but in addition to praying, I want to consider the disciples'
experience before receiving the command and being sent after receiving the command.

Recall that verses 35 and 36 summarize what happened in chapters 8 and 9. That is, Jesus
traveled throughout Israel, demonstrating His authority and restoring people from the effects
of sin. During this time, Jesus' disciples were with Him, helping Him and watching Him. When
Jesus looks at the crowds like sheep without a shepherd, His disciples are looking at the
crowds in the same way. It is to these disciples, who had spent so long among the
oppressed people of Israel, that Jesus commands them to pray. The command to the
disciples to pray comes from their experience among the needy people of Israel. Likewise,
our prayers come out of our experience.

When you look around yourself, what are people like? It is not easy to notice those who are
truly in need. It is easier to turn a blind eye. But if we really do, that is, if we see things the
way Jesus sees them, compassion arises. And compassion is the first step toward action.

This week, start small. Look at your family, friends, or co-workers. Really look at them. Do you
see the effects of sin in their lives? Do you see their problems and struggles? Do you see their
sin? Do you see their need for a Savior? Please, look at them as Jesus would look at them.
Then begin to pray.
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This prayer is the primary application of this week's passage. We see that there is much
harvest in Japan, and we pray that Jesus will send workers for that harvest. Pray that the
gospel of the Kingdom of God will be shared with those who need to hear it. Pray that
hearts will be changed and people will come to Jesus. See that the harvest is great, but the
workers are few. With such a great harvest, why are there so few workers?

God, please do not neglect this harvest. May You send workers to the harvest in Japan. In
our workplaces. To our group of friends. And to our families.

Let us pray to God who answers our prayers.

But it is important to understand how God works. In chapter 9:37, Jesus commands his
disciples to pray that the Lord of the harvest would send workers into the harvest. But in
chapter 10, who did Jesus send into the harvest? The disciples. God sent those who pray.
We, too, are given the opportunity to become partners with Jesus, which starts with praying
for how God might use us in the harvest.

How should we act? Let us look at the world around us from Jesus' perspective and have
mercy like Jesus. Then, on top of that mercy, let us pray that God will send us workers for the
harvest. And when Jesus sends us, let us cooperate with Him in faith. As you go out this
week, I ask that you begin to pray, paying particular attention to the people around you,
the problems they have, and the harvest around them. Let us pray to the Lord of the
harvest, who is merciful and compassionate.

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father.

We thank You for sending Jesus, who came down from heaven and made His dwelling
among Your people. Lord, we thank you that Jesus saw and had compassion on sin and its
effects on your good creation. Lord, we thank You that You judge the injustices of the
world. We thank You, Lord, that those who confess their sins and believe in you, can receiv
forgiveness and enter the Kingdom of God.

Heavenly Father, You have promised that the harvest in Japan will be plentiful. Sometimes it
is hard to believe that. We pray that You will give us eyes to see the hurting people around
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us as Jesus sees them, eyes to see those who need the hope of Your gospel. May You help
us to have compassion on those You have compassion on.

Thank You that You desire to partner with us in Your Kingdom work. We pray that you will go
to your harvest field and prepare people to do your kingdom work. May You prepare us to
go and work to eliminate sin in this world as well.

In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.


