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Romans 8:31-39, “The Love of God in Christ Jesus” 
” 
 

Introduction 
Today, let’s start with a question.  ‘How does God view you?’  ‘What is the 
expression on his face when he looks at you?’  Is he looking at you as a gentle 
father with a smile on his face?  Or, is it with a stern, strict frown because he is 
angry with you?  Perhaps he regards you with an expression of total disinterest. 
 
I believe these are very meaningful questions which cause each one of us to 
think about the kind of relationship we have with God.  Not only that, but these 
are questions that invite honest thoughts about how you actually feel about 
God and act towards him, rather than just knowing intellectually, the teachings 
of the Bible about God.  What is your answer to these questions? 
 
The passage we are about to read is the conclusion of Romans 1—8, in which 
Paul focused on the gospel message.  In that sense, it can be said that these 
verses are a summary of the gospel.  God is on your side!  The love of Christ 
gives you complete forgiveness!  You are an overwhelming winner!  Nothing 
can separate you from God’s love!  This is the unmistakable truth of the gospel! 
 
Romans 8:31-39 
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 
us? 
32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not 
also with him graciously give us all things? 
33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 
34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who 
was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 
36 As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 
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38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, 
39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Beloved, these verses are like a song of assurance, praising God for his love and 
for our faith.  Let’s look closer at these verses, focusing on these three points.  
The first point is, God is our ally.  The second point I want us to pay attention to 
is, God has acquitted us in his “court of law.”  In other words, through the 
intercession and defense of Christ, God has completely forgiven us.  The third 
point we will focus on is, in hardships and trials, we are more than conquerors.  
This is because in the midst of the suffering and testing that we experience 
every day, we receive the joy and victory because of the love of Christ.  There 
is nothing that can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
1. God is our Ally 
One Bible scholar said that the phrase, “God is for us,” is a concise summary of 
the gospel  (Cranfield, Vol 1, p. 435).  “God is for us” means that God is with 
us.  When we face our enemies, God is standing with us, on our side, as a close 
friend. 
 
But for many, it feels as though God is against them, indifferent, or angry.  In 
fact, in the Old Testament, the people often suspected that God was hostile, 
indifferent, or angry with them.  When we ourselves are troubled by trials and 
hardships, we also are driven by such thoughts.  Therefore, the Bible 
repeatedly says, God is with us.  He is for us.  He is our ally. 

Psalm 23:4.  Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, 
they comfort me. 
 
Psalm 118:6, 7.  The Lord is on my side.  I will not fear.  What can man 
do to me?  The Lord is on my side as my helper; I shall look in triumph 
on those who hate me. 

 
Normally, we have to do something to get someone to be our ally.  We do 
good things in order to get them to think well of us.  It’s easy for us to have this 
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same attitude towards God.  We feel we must make a sacrifice; we must pray 
or do religious acts.  We think we must be good and give offerings to him. 
 
For example, I heard this story directly from a Tarot fortune teller.  Many 
company owners rely on fortune tellers.  When they are facing a serious 
decision that involves moving a large sum of money, they will go to a fortune 
teller and pay a lot of money in order to be told what is the appropriate 
decision to make.  They want to be on the side of the gods and spiritual 
powers, thinking that this is how they will be successful. 
 
However, in order for the true God to be your ally, to be on your side, he 
doesn’t need your sacrifices.  He doesn't need your prayers or good deeds.  
Rather, to us who do not trust him, to us who doubt him, he proved that he is on 
our side by giving us his own son. 
 
The apostle Paul emphasizes this by saying, “[God] who did not spare his own 
Son but gave him up [to death] for us all . . .”  Formerly, Abraham sought to 
sacrifice his only son Isaac, to clearly show his trust and obedience to God.  
However, when God saw this, he said, “ . . . you have not withheld your son, 
your only son, from me.” (Genesis 22:12, 16)  And, God provided a ram 
instead, for Abraham to offer as a sacrifice. 
 
Indeed, God who loves us is on our side.  He did not spare his own Son but 
handed him over to death.  All this for us, even though we are hostile to him, 
and view him as an enemy who interferes with our lives, not believing him, and 
not recognizing his existence. 
 
Beloved, who is God to you?  Think again about who God is through Christ.  
Are you misunderstanding who he is?  Are you ignoring him?  God is on our 
side. 
 

Romans 5:8.  But God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 
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2. God has Acquitted Us 
But, why does God love us and why is he on our side?  Ordinarily, love is an 
attitude or a deed towards someone you like or who is valuable to you.  
However, the Bible repeatedly says that we are sinners who are hostile to God, 
not believing him, and not obeying him. 
 
We have already looked at the first reason.  Even though we are so obstinate, 
God gave us his beloved son to melt our hard, stubborn hearts.  Therefore, 
since Christ gave his life as a sacrifice for those he loved, God cannot hate 
those whom Christ loves.  Rather, God desires to fill with good things, those 
who are loved by Christ. 
 

Roman 8:32.  He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us 
all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 

 
The second reason is this.  God is holy.  Because he is holy, we would not 
expect that God would accept sinners.  However, because of Christ, those 
who believe in him are acknowledged and accepted as righteous.  God, who 
is on our side, declares that we are righteous and valuable. 
 

Romans 8:33, 34. 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It 
is God who justifies.  34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who 
died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed is interceding for us. 

 
Verses 33 and 34 give us a picture of the Supreme Court of Heaven, so to 
speak.  It is an image in which God is the presiding judge who acquits each 
one of us.  And Jesus himself is standing with us in the defendant’s box 
interceding for us.  We are not alone in God’s court. 
 
The record of your wrongdoing pursues you.  Accusations against you 
because of your sin are piled up in front of the presiding judge.  There is not a 
single sin that is not revealed.  And, you cannot make any excuses because 
complete evidence is presented.  Even if it were possible to fix it with excuses 
or masquerades, God is not deceived by such a child’s trick. 
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Because of Jesus, God recognizes you as completely righteous.  This is 
because Christ, who died in our place, made a judiciary transaction, so to 
speak.  By his own righteousness, goodness, and life, he redeemed, or bought 
back, us who were sinners.  Not only that, but the resurrected Jesus sits at 
God’s right hand, a place of authority, making perfect intercession for us. 
 
As human beings, we are prone to care about what people think of us, and 
how they evaluate us.  At work, at school, with friends and in various other 
relationships—even in parent-child relationships—we desperately struggle to be 
recognized.  We are extremely afraid of making mistakes and of failing.  
Sometimes it’s difficult to sleep at night because of anxiety. 
 
We often feel the kind of pressure expressed in this way:  “Fail once, and a 
second chance will not be given.”  Of course, it is important to adapt to 
people around us, and receive good estimations from others.  After all, we live 
in communities and in relationship with one another. 
 
However, please understand this.  God fully acknowledges and accepts you!  
Because Christ died for you, was raised again, and is at God’s right hand 
interceding for you, God loves you and accepts you as you are. 
 
Therefore, when you are accused of making a mistake, when you are harshly 
reprimanded for a failure, when you are blamed for a wrongdoing, you can 
honestly admit it.  You can repent because there is forgiveness through Christ’s 
intercession and God’s declaration of acquittal.  Our acquittal in God’s court 
of law gives us new energy and motivation.  It’s okay if you make a mistake.  
You can repent and start over.  Complete forgiveness is promised! 
 
3.  In Trials and Hardships, We are More Than Conquerors 
So then, beloved, don’t despair in your current suffering.  The apostle Paul was 
someone who met with many hardships and much persecution, even being at 
risk of losing his life.  In the midst of his suffering, he speaks of what he can 
never lose, which is God’s love and the hope of victory. 
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Romans 8:35-37. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?  36 As it is written, 
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us. 
 

I would like you to pay particular attention to the fact that verse 37 says, “in all 
these things.”  It does not mean that because hardships and persecution will 
end you will have victory.  Rather, in the midst of suffering, we have the 
promise of hope, joy, and victory.  But, this is a difficult thing for us to fully 
understand, don’t you think? 
 
From October, we have been considering resuming worship at KDDI hall in 
December.  Many of you cooperated in completing a questionnaire for us.  
But, at the beginning of November, the number of corona virus infections 
began increasing.  In addition, we learned that KDDI hall would not be 
available in January of next year because of interior remodeling work they are 
going to do.  We had no choice but to forgo the resumption of worship 
services at KDDI hall.  This was extremely disappointing.  Relationships within 
the Grace City community have weakened.  It’s difficult to share real love and 
encouragement.  I’m hearing that because of the pandemic, many are 
suffering or struggling.  It feels like “we are being killed all the day long; we are 
regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”  Where is the victory? 
 
Brothers and sisters, let’s look to Christ.  Let’s focus on Jesus who loves us, and 
who was lifted up on the cross, like a slaughtered lamb.  Through his death on 
the cross he overcame sin and death, and through his resurrection he secured 
victory for us.  Recently, I’ve often been reflecting on Hebrews 12:2, 3. 
 

Hebrews 12:2, 3.  2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross 
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
God.  3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against 
himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 
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The victory is in Christ!  Even in the midst of trouble let’s cling to the promises in 
the Bible and continue to fully trust him. 
 

Romans 8:38-39.  38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels 
nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 


