
Walking with God on a Journey of Faith: The Life of Abraham (14)  

December18th, 2022 

                                                                                                                          Takatsugu Nomura  

 

 

A Lifetime of Faith 

Genesis 25: 7 - 11 

Hebrews 11: 13 - 16 

 

There is a band called Moshiah Oi! that plays hard core punk. All its 

members were raised in homes in New York, and followed Hasidism 

which is an ultra orthodox Jewish group. Their most famous song is 

“Abraham was a Punk Rocker”. They sing about Abraham’s life; a life 

of faith in God in the midst of a world surrounded by idols and 

emptiness. He is a cool model of how to live for God and that is how 

we want to live. Indeed, when we look at Abraham’s life in the Bible, 

even though he made many mistakes, he lived a life honoring God 

and followed Him till the end of his life. What kind of life was it? Today 

is the last of the series of studying Abraham and his life. Today we will 

study his life of faith from Genesis 25: 7 - 11 and Hebrews 11: 13-16. 

 

You can find Genesis 25: 17 to11 in the OT and Hebrews 11: 13-16 is in 

the NT.  
 

7 These are the days of the years of Abraham's life, 175 years. 

8 Abraham breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old man 

and full of years, and was gathered to his people. 9 Isaac and 

Ishmael his sons buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of 

Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, east of Mamre, 10 the field that 

Abraham purchased from the Hittites. There Abraham was buried, 

with Sarah his wife. 11 After the death of Abraham, God blessed 

Isaac his son. And Isaac settled at Beer-lahai-roi. 

 

And now Hebrews 11: 13 to 16 

 

13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, 

but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having 

acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 

14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a 

homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of that land from which 

they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 

16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 

prepared for them a city. 
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This is God’s living word. Amen. 

 

As we look in this section, what kind of life was Abraham’s life?  

First of all, it was one that was faithfully lived under God’s covenant. 

Secondly, it was a life that sought God and not the world.  

And thirdly, it was a life that passed on God’s blessing to the next 

generation.  

If I were to summarize my message, it would be that Abraham lived 

a life faithful to God’s covenant and promises. He sought God and 

brought blessings to the next generation. 
 

 

First of all, Abraham’s life was one that was lived faithfully to 

God’s covenant as we can see in verses 7 and 8.  

7 These are the days of the years of Abraham's life, 175 years. 

8 Abraham breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old 

man and full of years, and was gathered to his people.  

As it is written here, Abraham lived to be 175 years old.  

In Genesis 11, we see that Abraham was born as Terah’s son and 

was named Abram. It means “The Father is Exalted”. 

In Genesis 12, when Abram was 75 years old, God spoke to him 

and promised His blessings.  

 

“Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house 

to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great 

nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that 

you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him 

who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed.” 

 

And when Abram was 99 years old, God changed his name to 

Abraham which means “Father of Many”. For 100 years since 

then, God walked with Abraham. However, although Abraham 

was faithful to God, he also failed and made mistakes in his life. 

He lied about his wife Sarai saying that she was his sister, which 

resulted in giving her away to Pharaoh in Egypt.  



Walking with God on a Journey of Faith: The Life of Abraham (14)  

December18th, 2022 

                                                                                                                          Takatsugu Nomura  

 

 

His life was also one of moving from one place to another, not 

having a place to settle. He was a nomad who travelled from 

place to place as God showed him. Most of the time his life was 

not peaceful.  

In Genesis 14, we see that Lot, his nephew, got involved in the 

wars among the surrounding lords. Abraham sent his people to 

rescue Lot. As you can see, Abraham’s life was full of continuous 

ups and downs. 

 

 

However, God remembered the promise He made with 

Abraham in Genesis 12. And the Lord reminded Abraham of the 

same covenant in Genesis 15. Abraham believed God and as a 

result, God saw Abraham as being righteous.  

 

Just as God told Abraham “that one who will come forth from 

your own body, he shall be your heir,” God gave Abraham and 

Sarah a child even though they were too old to have children,. 

And after Sarah was gone, Abraham took another wife, Keturah 

and was blessed with 6 more children. These children are said to 

be the ancestors of the people around the present day Middle 

East. As God promised, Abraham became the Father of many 

nations.  

 

Abraham’s life of 175 years was not necessarily perfect. 

However, we can see that it was a life faithful to the covenant 

and promises that God made with him.  

 

 John Gibson Paton was another man who walked faithfully in 

God’s promise. He was born in a poor family in Scotland as the 

first son of 11 siblings. His father was a sock shop owner, who 

raised his 11 children in poverty. John grew up seeing his father 

live a life filled with prayer.  He believed that God called him to 

“Go to the other side of the world and share God to those who 

do not know God yet.” He travelled with his family to the 

Southern Hemisphere, to the New Hebrides Archipelago located 

to the Northeast of Australia. He and his family moved to Tanna 

Island in Vanuatu Republic.  
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In those days, the inhabitants of the island were cannibals, which 

is the practice of eating human flesh. John and his family were in 

constant danger of persecution.  Despite losing his wife and son 

to illness, he fearlessly and faithfully continued to preach God’s 

word believing in God’s promise. He also prayed to God to send 

missionaries. As a result, by the time of his death at the age of 82, 

the New Testament was translated in the indigenous language 

and 25 churches were planted in the near-by islands. We can 

definitely say that Paton lived a life faithful to God’s promise.   

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Abraham made mistakes and he even 

sinned. However, he repented of his sins and walked faithfully in 

God’s promise. Even more, God kept His promise with Abraham 

and walked alongside him without leaving him.  There is no other 

god who keeps his promise this much. He is faithful to those who 

believe in Him as their Savior even if they had rebelled against 

Him in sin. What a God we believe in! We have been given the 

privilege to walk with this wonderful God.  

 

Abraham walked faithfully in God’s blessing and in His covenant. 

His life was not seeking after the world but desiring after God. 

Please look at Genesis 25, verses 9 and 10.  

 
9 Isaac and Ishmael his sons buried him in the cave of Machpelah, 

in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, east of Mamre, 

10 the field that Abraham purchased from the Hittites. There 

Abraham was buried, with Sarah his wife. 

Here we see that Abraham’s sons Isaac and Ishmael buried his 

body. He was buried in the cave of Machpelah, east of Mamre. 

Macphelah is located in present day Palestine, in Hebron on the 

west bank of the Jordan River. This is the field that Abraham bought 

from a Hittite, a foreigner, in order to bury his wife Sarah. And this is 

the same place where he was buried.  

It is written in the Bible that while he was alive, Abraham received 

many blessings from God and was a rich man. However, when he 
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finished his life on this earth, Abraham gave all his property to 

Isaac. The only property that was his was this field in Macphelah. 

Sarah was buried there first, then Abraham, his son Isaac, and his 

grandson Jacob were buried there as well.  

Abraham received so many blessings and so much wealth, but 

amazingly, in the end, the only thing that he kept was the burial 

site. It seems so surprising. However, it was good that he ended his 

life in this way. The Lord blessed Abraham with worldly goods, but 

he didn’t need them nor was he able to take them when he died. 

Abraham was not satisfied with worldly goods; his life was 

characterised by seeking God Himself and looking forward to his 

home in heaven. And he attained it.  

In Hebrews Chapter 11 verses 14 to 16 reads as follows:  

14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a 

homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of that land from which 

they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 

16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 

prepared for them a city.  

The Lord called Abraham out of his own country, a place filled with 

idolatry and riches, to be separated from his own father and family 

to a place that God showed him. And at the end of his life, 

Abraham went home to a place that God had prepared for him. 

God prepares a place in heaven for those who live in faith. A 

place that surpasses anything of this world.  

Paul Rush is a missionary who like Abraham didn’t seek the world 

but sought God. I’m sure those who play American Football have 

heard his name.  

Born in the state of Indiana from parents who attended an 

Episcopal Church, he worked as a manager at a hotel in New York. 

After the Kanto Great Earthquake in 1923,  he received a request 

from a Christian mission agency in Japan to rebuild YMCA. He was 

convinced that this was a calling from God and headed to Japan.  
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Thanks to his gift of managing a hotel, the rebuilding was done in 

just one year. When he was getting ready to return to the States, 

the Episcopal Bishop in Japan, Channing Williams asked him to 

help him rebuild the University he was involved in. Paul remained in 

Japan working as an English teacher at the Faculty of Commerce 

of the same school. Later this school became Rikkyo University.  As 

he taught English, he thought of a way in which he could help poor 

students with their physical well-being. In those days, American 

football was very popular in the United States, and he thought it 

would be a good sport to introduce to the students in Japan.  

Using his gift of management, he worked together with 6 

universities and was able to gather all the necessary equipments 

through gifts. He became known as the Father of American 

Football in Japan. He also helped to build colleges and hospitals 

using his own money and raising funds through donations. When he 

died at the age of 82 years old in Japan, the balance in his bank 

account was zero. His only belongings were a Bible, a fountain pen, 

his pajamas, a toothbrush, and a couple of suits. He used all he 

had not for himself, but for Japan as he sought God. 

Brothers and Sisters, Abraham’s life was not about seeking worldly 

blessings, but about seeking God Himself. To be in eternal 

fellowship with the creator God who is sovereign over this world, is 

the best blessing overall. That is what Abraham was promised and 

received during his life. And we are also promised such blessing.  

Abraham’s life was a life of passing God’s blessings on to the next 

generation. Look at Genesis 25 verse 11: 

After the death of Abraham, God blessed Isaac his son. And Isaac 

settled at Beer-lahai-roi. 

After Abraham died, the Lord blessed his son Isaac. Isaac is not the 

only child of Abraham. He also had Ishmael and after Sarah died 

he had 6 children with his second wife Keturah. They are all 

Abraham’s children, but there is a decisive difference between 

Isaac and his other children. Isaac was the one who was promised 
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by God. And that is why Isaac was the one who received the 

blessing.  

 

There was a time when God tested Abraham. Even though Isaac 

was the one whom God had promised, God told Abraham to give 

him up as a sacrifice to the Lord. Abraham obeyed God and was 

ready to give Isaac as a sacrifice. Through Abraham’s actions God 

saw that he was a faithful man. Also, Isaac was able to see his 

father’s faith through this. As you can see, Abraham’s life was 

passing on God’s promise and blessing to the next generation.  

 

Abraham passed on his faith to the next generation, to Isaac. And 

Isaac received God’s blessing and lived a life of faith like his father. 

Unfortunately, as we continue in Genesis Chapter 25, Isaac 

struggled in his relationship with his children and with his wife. So, 

we can say that Isaac was not a perfect man.  

 

Will there be any person who can completely fulfill God’s blessing? 

Next week we are celebrating the birthday of someone special. 

This special person, Jesus Christ who was born on Christmas day, is 

the One who perfectly fulfills God’s blessing.   

Jesus Christ is the one who was born from the line of Abraham, 

Isaac, and later on from the line of  David, and He is the one who 

fulfills the word of God, who died on the cross and forgive the sins 

of all who believe in Him. Abraham’s life of faith ultimately points to 

our precious Lord Jesus Christ who was born on Christmas day. Let 

us set our hearts on Jesus Christ as we await Christmas. And those 

who believe in Jesus as their Savior receive more blessings than 

those Abraham received. Let us start our week setting our eyes on 

our Lord Jesus Christ, eagerly awaiting His birthday.  

 

Let’s pray.  

 

Dear Father, This morning we learned from your Word of Abraham’s 

life of faith. First of all, You were the One who was faithful to your 

promise to Abraham. And we also learned that Abraham was 

faithful and believed in your promise. We thank you that you have 

extended this promise to us as well. Please help us to walk faithfully 

setting our eyes on You. You greatly blessed Abraham as well. 
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When he faced You, Abraham left all his worldly goods to his son 

and he was taken away without any belongings. The thing that 

lasts forever is our relationship with You. Please help us to live 

putting our relationship with You first to all things.  

Lastly, Abraham passed on his life of faith to the next generation. 

And we will celebrate Abraham’s descendant Jesus Christ’s 

birthday next week. We thank you for the redemptive work on the 

cross of Jesus Christ. Thank you for the blessings of the forgiveness 

of our sins and eternal life. 

We praise You for Abraham’s life and we rejoice in Jesus ’birth. 

Please help us to focus our hearts on You and rejoice for the 

blessings that You have given us. I pray through our precious Lord 

Jesus Christ’s name. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


