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Why pray? 
  
INTRODUCTION｜ 

 
Why pray? for some, prayer is a mere duty. For some it is used a test of God’s existence. If God were to answer a given 
prayer they will be a Christian but if not they will reject the Christian faith. For some they pray for alleviation from 
struggles and frustrations at work yet they are left with unchanged circumstances. Why pray? In response to that 
question, our text today will bring about 3 answers. First, we pray because we commanded to. Second, we have been 
promised that we will be heard. Third pray because we will be given joy. Seek, given, filled with overflowing joy 
 

SCRIPTURE｜  John 16:20-24
 

20  Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your 
sorrow will turn into joy. 21  When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when 
she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the 
world. 22  So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take 
your joy from you. 23  In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the 
Father in my name, he will give it to you. 24  Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will 
receive, that your joy may be full. 
 
 
QUESTIONS｜ 

 
1: In verses 23-24 What work did Jesus give the disciples to do? 
 
 
2: We have various doubts, fears and opinions about prayer. Share about your recent prayer life. 
 
 
3: In verse 23-24 what does Jesus promise? (Ref Matt 26:39, Acts 3:6, 1 John 5:14, 3 John 7) 
 
 
4: What should you pray for? Discuss. 
 
 
5: In verse 24 what are the disciples told they may request from God the Father? 
 
 
6: In response to your answered prayer have you ever been overcome with joy? Discuss. In light of Christ's cross donyou 

overflow with joy? 
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REFERENCES｜ 

 
Matthew 26:39   
And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 
 
Acts 3:6    
But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise 
up and walk! 
 
1 John 5:14    
And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 
 
3 John 1:7  
For they have gone out for the sake of the name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles. 
 
 

PRAYER｜ 

 

•In that we have been commanded to work let us pray individually and as a church in the name of Christ to the father. 
 

•Pray that in this time of Christmas we would have many opportunities at the Christmas party and other events to 
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ to the unbelieving world.   

 
UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 

 
Lunchtime meetings: (12/13 Kudanshita, 12/14 Kudanshita, 12/15 Otemachi) 

Obento Project(12/17) 

Christmas party (12/17 18:00~) 

Kids Christmas party (12/18 before worship) 

Sunday worship 

Lunchtime meeting (12/20 Akasaka, 12/21 Kasumigaseki, 12/22 Otemachi) 

Sunday worship (12/25 at TKP Garden City from 14:00~) 


