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Romans 13:8-14 "Clothed in Christ" 
 

Introduction 
This is a bit of an abrupt question, but do you have a favorite fashion style? I'm sure there 
are those who love jeans and T-shirts! You may have a favorite brand or fashion 
designer. Some of you may even be experts in making your own clothes. 
 
Clothes have a mysterious appeal. Of course, they play a role in protecting you, but 
they can also make you look different depending on the fashion you wear. In other 
words, you can become a different person. A typical example is cosplay. On weekends, 
you can dress up as an anime character and enjoy yourself as if you were a different 
person. 
 
Perhaps there is a deeper motive behind it. It could be that you are searching for your 
authentic self, longing for a different life, or maybe there is a lack of self-confidence. The 
Bible we are about to read describes the ultimate fashion. It says, "Put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ." In fact, isn't this a picture of what you really want to be? 
 
Romans 13:8-14 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 
murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12 The night is far gone; the day 
is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light. 13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in 
sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 
The first thing to focus on in today's Scripture is love of our neighbor. God's law and all His 
teachings are accomplished through love, and love is what we want. The second thing I 
want to look at is hope. From our hope in the future comes a holy way of life. Let us 
abandon the way of living in darkness and step into the light. 
 
And thirdly, we take up the fact that we are told to put on Christ in order to walk in love 
and holiness. Here is the source of all power. Love your neighbor, live a holy life, and put 
on Christ. 
 
Love for Your Neighbor 
Now, after Paul talks about Christian citizenship in chapter 13:1-7, he goes on to talk 
about loving our neighbor. This is because love of neighbor is the foundation of a 
healthy civil life. He repeatedly tells us to love one another, to love others, and to love 
our neighbors as ourselves. 
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Of course, the lesson of having a debt-free social life, as it was commonly known then, is 
also important. It is necessary to live an independent life without getting into debt or 
causing trouble to others in order to lead a safe life. "Do not owe anything to anyone" is 
a thought-provoking message. 
 
This is because shopping with credit cards, taking out loans to split payments, and 
leasing are all convenient and taken for granted in today's world. This can lead us to 
take on too much debt or loans out of necessity or desire. In many cases, we end up in 
bankruptcy. We should be careful because it is easy to get greedy and give in to our 
desires. 
 
But not when it comes to love. We give boldly and generously, we support and we help 
without seeking repayment. The point of Paul's comparison between borrowing and 
loving is that borrowing requires repayment, but love does not. Of course, love here is 
not just about money or finances. It includes your time, effort, and every act of love. 
 
When Paul repeatedly tells us to love "one another," and "others," as ourselves" in his 
teaching on neighborly love, it is to emphasize that we are to love everyone without 
distinction. Specifically, this includes giving generously and willingly to the poor who are 
unable to repay. Love is not only for our friends and associates, but even for our enemies 
who are angry and want revenge because of evil that has been done to them, as it says 
in the latter part of chapter 12. 
 
The quote in verse 9 from Leviticus 19:18 in the Old Testament is the same verse that 
Jesus was referring to. 

19:18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own 
people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord. 

 
The neighbor here was interpreted by the Jews as referring to the Jews of their own race. 
Therefore, non-Jewish Gentiles were considered unclean and were not considered to be 
objects of love for them. 
 
But the Lord Jesus warned against this biased attitude of the heart. We are to show love 
not only to those who are favorable to us, but also to those who cannot repay their 
debts to us. He encouraged us to pray for and love even our enemies who persecute us 
and do us evil. 
 
In Jesus' message, there is a story about guests who invited people to lunch or dinner. He 
says not to invite your own friends, brothers and sisters, relatives, rich neighbors, etc., in 
other words those who can invite you and return the favor. Rather, invite the poor, the 
disabled, the lame, the blind, because they can't give back. (Luke 14:12-14) 
 
Two things are being warned against. One is to love generously without holding back, 
without expecting anything in return. The second is not to selfishly choose our neighbors 
based on whether they can pay us back. This kind of love is the manifestation of the new 
life, society, and the Kingdom of God. 
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Toyohiko Kagawa was a pastor and politician known for his practice of neighborly love, 
and as a promoter of the labor and consumer cooperative movements, he tried to 
change society through love. He lived in the slums of Kobe, founded the Kobe Co-op, 
which later became the largest consumer cooperative in Japan, and was nominated 
for the Nobel Prize several times. What motivated him was love! 
 
The Ten Commandments say, "Thou shalt not commit adultery. Thou shalt not kill. Thou 
shalt not steal. Do not covet your neighbor's property." Passivism may be encouraged, as 
if it is not sin, doesn't cause harm or damage, and will lead to a good life and a good 
society. But this is not the case. The teachings of God's law can only be accomplished 
through active love that is generous and lavish. 
 
A Holy Life Born of Hope 
So, brothers and sisters, what is the driving force behind a Christian life lived with love for 
one's neighbor, as Kagawa did? We may ask, what is the source of the power to live for 
the gospel with love, as Paul did? How do live a life of love as revealed in the gospel of 
Jesus? 

13:11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12 The night is 
far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works darkness and put on 
the armor of light.  

 
What Paul is referring to here is the end times hope that comes through Christ and will 
surely be completed in time. He has hope that the promise will be fulfilled. He sees the 
light of hope, the fulfillment of the promise, and that "the hour has come for you to 
awake from your sleep," the dawn of a time when "salvation is nearer to us." 
 
When you start a project at work, you probably set the objectives, make a plan, draw 
up a timeline, and define when the project must be completed by. And you're 
constantly monitoring your progress to see how far you've come, and whether you're 
making good progress or falling behind. The hope that the project will be completed will 
sustain you through the hard and difficult times. 
 
Where are we now in God's plan? Do we "know what time it is"? We are living in a time 
between two events. The first is Christ's death on the cross and resurrection, an event of 
salvation accomplished 2000 years ago. Jesus was resurrected and took control of the 
future. 
 
And secondly, Christ will eventually (or soon) come again (we call it the Second 
Coming) to destroy all evil and resurrect us to complete the Kingdom of God. 
 
Therefore, Jesus also tells us to understand who we are and what we should do as we 
look forward to this time. (Mark 13:33-37) v. 33 - "Be on guard, keep awake, for you do 
not know when the time will come." v. 35 - "Therefore stay awake--for you do not know 
when the master of the house will come." v. 37 - "And what I say to you I say to all. Stay 
awake." 
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Indeed, it is said that the darkness is deepest before dawn. As such, it is full of 
"debauchery and drunkenness, lewdness and lasciviousness, strife and envy," and we 
are often troubled by them. Therefore, let us "put off the deeds of darkness and put on 
the armor of light. Paul writes using the metaphor of a battle or a soldier. He uses this 
metaphor because it is a battle against sin that we ourselves must strive to win. 
 
The tools for that battle have already been given to us by God: 2 Corinthians 6:6-7, 
Ephesians 6:13-18. 
 

II Cor. 6:6,7 - "by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 
by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for 
the right hand and for the left;" 
Eph. 6:13 - "Therefore take up the whole armor of God." v. 14 - "Stand therefore, 
having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness," v. 15 - "and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given 
by the gospel of peace." v. 16 - "In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with 
which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one." v. 17 - "and take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God." v. 18 - 
"praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication." 

 
Putting on Christ 
All of these things we have just discussed are found in Christ our Savior. Therefore, Paul 
boldly tells us to put on Christ. 

13:14 Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 
desires. 

 
Usually in times of war, the headquarters of an army is located away from the front lines, 
where it can give orders safely and most effectively. But what about for those of us who 
are fighting sin, walking in hope, and trying to love? Christ is with us as we fight on the 
front lines. Not only that, but He will wrap us in the garments of love, heal us, protect us 
with the perfect armor of righteousness, and fill us with the joy and power of the 
resurrection. 
 
In addition, putting on Christ is not just a fashion statement on the outside. This beautiful 
metaphor of putting on Christ is about trusting in the One who died and rose again for 
me and loved me with His self-sacrificing love. It is about relying on the power of His 
resurrection, and placing my hope in His plan and wisdom to guide all things. This is why 
we are renewed by it. Ephesians 4:23-24. 
 
"And to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after 
the likeness of God in true righteousnes and holiness." 
 
If we do not put on Christ, how miserable we will look. When Adam and Eve sinned and 
left God, they only covered their waists with shabby fig-leaf pants that they made 
themselves to wrap their sin-scarred hearts and bodies. Filled with shame and guilt, they 
blamed each other, the husband cursing his wife and the wife cursing the serpent in an 
attempt at self-justification and self-redemption. 
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When God saw them, He lovingly pointed out the truth about their sin and judged them 
for their sins. The rich blessings of being with God in the Garden of Eden were lost as the 
woman suffered in childbirth and the man suffered in labor. However, God made 
leather garments for them to wear as they left Eden. In a very real sense, the first fashion 
designer was God! 

3:21 And the Lord God made garments of skins for Adam and his wife, and clothed 
them. 

 
If they feel God's love and forgiveness in their skin garments, they will be comforted and 
have hope. That is exactly how God has clothed us with Christ. Animals were killed for 
the clothes that Adam wore. Christ went to the cross so that we could have God's love, 
forgiveness, hope, and strength. 
 
Also, the Christ you put on is resurrected and alive. He is able to protect you, keep you 
alive, heal you, help you, and guide you. Wrapped in this Christ, let us love one another 
and our neighbors as ourselves. With the hope that is in Christ, let us renew our minds and 
engage in a holy life. 
 
Prayer 
Heavenly Father. We praise your name. Thank you for giving us the love and holiness of 
Christ. 
Please help us to love and serve our neighbors because of the gospel of Jesus. May we 
show the love of God by loving all people without preference. Transform our selfish 
thoughts and hearts. Fill us with a fountain of love that is bold, generous, and giving. 
We return to the gospel of Jesus' death and resurrection, and look forward to the time 
when Christ will come. Blot out the works of darkness from our lives. Lead us by the Holy 
Spirit to clothe ourselves with the armor of light and to overcome evil. May our hope for 
the completion of our salvation and the coming kingdom of God become real in our 
daily lives. 
By putting on Christ, heal us of our brokenness caused by sin and make us holy from the 
inside out. We trust in the power of the resurrected Jesus. In Christ's name we pray. 
Amen. 
 


