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Joel: Everyone Who Calls on the Name of the Lord Will be Saved  
Joel 2:18-32 

 
 
Introduction 
We often suffer from large-scale natural disasters, including Covid-19, possibly. Due to 
climate change caused by global warming, torrential rains are becoming more 
frequent. There is no end to the news about the loss of precious lives caused by 
landslides and mudslides. Not only that, we’re always tormented by the anxiety of a 
major earthquake. 
 
Meanwhile, mass outbreaks of desert locusts are raging in many parts of the world. The 
problem is still unresolved, covering a wide area from Africa to the Arabian Peninsula 
and the Middle East. About 60 countries have been affected by agricultural damage, 
and 20% of the earth's land area and 10% of the world's population are in danger. It’s 
the modern-day version of Exodus from the  Old Testament or the book of Joel as we will 
see today.  

 
Why is this happening? Why do we have to suffer such terrible damage? We begin to 
wonder why any of this is happening,  if there is a loving and just God.  
 
Today, we’ll see In the book of Joel,  catastrophe caused by swarms of locusts that 
devour the crops, plague the lives of the people, and devastate the cities. What is the 
prophet telling us here? What message can we hear from God? 
 
Joel 2:18-32 

18 Then the Lord was jealous for his land and took pity on his people. 

19 The Lord replied[a] to them: “I am sending you grain, new wine and olive oil, enough 
to satisfy you fully; never again will I make you an object of scorn to the nations. 

20 “I will drive the northern horde far from you,pushing it into a parched and barren 
land;its eastern ranks will drown in the Dead Sea and its western ranks in the 
Mediterranean Sea.And its stench will go up;  its smell will rise.”Surely he has done great 
things! 

21 Do not be afraid, land of Judah; be glad and rejoice. Surely the Lord has done great 
things! 

22 Do not be afraid, you wild animals, for the pastures in the wilderness are becoming 
green. The trees are bearing their fruit; the fig tree and the vine yield their riches. 

23 Be glad, people of Zion, rejoice in the Lord your God, for he has given you the autumn 
rains because he is faithful. He sends you abundant showers,  both autumn and spring 
rains, as before. 

24 The threshing floors will be filled with grain; the vats will overflow with new wine and oil. 

25 “I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten— the great locust and the young 
locust, the other locusts and the locust swarm[b]—my great army that I sent among you. 
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26 You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, and you will praise the name of the Lord 
your God, who has worked wonders for you; never again will my people be shamed. 

27 Then you will know that I am in Israel, that I am the Lord your God, and that there is no 
other; never again will my people be shamed. 

28 “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. 

29 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 

30 I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows of 
smoke. 

31 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord. 

32 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved; for on Mount Zion and 
in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the Lord has said, even among the survivors 
whom the Lord calls. 

 

The book of Joel speaks of the coming of God's judgment and salvation through the 
plagues of the locusts. The first point of today's message is the prophecy of the coming 
of the "Day of the Lord.” God will execute His judgment under a special plan of 
salvation, so let us turn to God in repentance. Secondly, God is our Savior. He has 
prepared amazing salvation and blessings for us. Whoever calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved! So let us trust in the Lord even when we encounter difficulties. 
 
And thirdly, listen to the words of salvation, flowing with the grace that the Holy Spirit has 
poured out on everyone. The Holy Spirit makes the joy of God's salvation tangible in 
each and every one of our walks of life. So we’ll look at the coming of the Day of the 
Lord, the amazing salvation He gives us, and fulfillment through the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
1. The Prophet Joel 

 
The prophet Joel is very famous for this verse, which I used as the title of this message as 
well, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (2:32). However, there 
is very little personal information about Joel in the Bible. He is a mysterious prophet. We 
only know that his father's name was Pethuel. Unlike for the other prophets, there is no 
mention of in which king's reign he was active, which has biblical scholars still debating 
when he was active as a prophet and when the book of Joel was written. 
 
Nevertheless, his message is very clear. The book of Joel is a short one, consisting of only 
three chapters. The first half of the book is about the coming of the day of the Lord, 
God's judgment, and a call to repentance, intertwined with the locust plagues; the 
second half, beginning in chapter 2:18, prophesied that God will accomplish salvation 
and blessing, and that the Lord will judge the nations and bring restoration to Israel. 
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2. The coming of the Day of the Lord 
 
Brothers and sisters, what would happen if God came to our world? Joel puts it simply.  
The first thing that will happen on the "Day of the Lord" when the Lord comes is  
judgment. 
 
The prophet Joel compares the judgment at the coming of the Day of the Lord to a 
catastrophe of locusts. Locusts and grasshoppers will devour all the food, leaving the city 
in ruins, and the land will be desolate and the people will suffer from famine. 
 

Joel 1:15 Alas for that day!  For the day of the Lord is near;  it will come like 
destruction from the Almighty 
 
Joel 2:11 The Lord thunders at the head of his army; his forces are beyond number, 
and mighty is the army that obeys his command. The day of the Lord is great; it is 
dreadful. Who can endure it? 

 
Perhaps the swarm of locusts metaphorically represents an invasion by a foreign enemy. 
Historically, however, it is difficult to place them clearly, and the identity of the invaders  
(Babylonians?) is a matter of debate among biblical scholars. But isn't it clear what we  
should take from the prophet Joel? In the face of natural disasters and wars, we must  
realize that the Day of the Lord is coming. That God is coming! 
 
The Day of the Lord marks the time when God will intervene in our lives and in this world  
to reveal His holiness and righteousness. Note especially that the message of this  
prophecy is addressed to Israel, that is, to God's chosen people, the Jews. Nevertheless,  
even God’s chosen people will be judged if they disobey God through unbelief, infest  
evil through disobedience, and show no mercy to the poor and weak. There is no  
injustice in God. 
 
We can also clearly see here that the catastrophe caused by the swarm of locusts is  
thorough. In other words, no sin, no matter how small, will go unnoticed. We  
underestimate our own sins, but make a big deal out of other people's sins. We think, "I  
didn't do anything as bad as that person did. This little lie is okay.” We tend to think that  
as long as we don’t bother anyone else, internet pornography and adultery can be  
overlooked. We comfort ourselves by underestimating our own sinfulness. 
 
Not only that, but we tend to seek blessing from some good performance, like the  
Pharisee who said, "I did a little kindness at work, so I'll get away with it," or "I must be  
forgiven because I serve the church and worship more diligently than others. We try to  
make it look like we haven't sinned too much, or on the contrary, we try to offset our sins  
with moral and honorable acts and performances. 
 
But, brothers and sisters, such is a plan that will never succeed. Your sins are piling up like  
sludge in your heart. It takes the special work of a holy God to scrape it out and dispose  
of it. 
As part of our reconstruction efforts after the Great East Japan Earthquake, we restored 
houses that had been damaged by the tsunami. In order to do this, we had to remove 
the mud that had gotten into every part of the house. To do this, we had to break down 
the walls, remove the floors, and leave the house with almost nothing but the roof, pillars, 
and exterior walls. All the mud had to be removed before washing the houses with water 
and disinfecting them. As I volunteered, I realized that sin, like the mud of a tsunami, 
enters every nook and cranny of our hearts and lives. 
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That is why Joel calls on us to thoroughly repent of our sins. 
 
2: 12 “Even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting and 
weeping and mourning.” 13 Rend your heart and not your garments.Return to the Lord 
your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, 
and he relents from sending calamity. 

 
Brothers and sisters, the day of the Lord is coming. We need to change our hearts and  
repent of our sins, as it will happen imminently in the near future. Don't procrastinate. 

Pour  
out your heart before God today and turn to Him. 
 
3. Astounding salvation 
But you see, brothers and sisters, God is gracious and loving. He judges our sins in order 
to heal, to forgive, and to restore. 
 

18 Then the Lord was jealous for his land and took pity on his people...21 Do not be 
afraid, land of Judah; be glad and rejoice. Surely the Lord has done great 
things!...23 Be glad, people of Zion, rejoice in the Lord your God, for he has given 
you the autumn rains because he is faithful. He sends you abundant showers,  both 
autumn and spring rains, as before. 

Have you noticed the striking contrast? Up to verse 17 of chapter 2, the prophet spoke a  
message of imminent and terrible judgment. But from Joel 2:18 onward, the message is  
one of restoration, healing, joy, and praise through God's grace. God loves us so much  
that He is jealous, but He is deeply compassionate. 
 
The Day of the Lord that we just looked at  in the first point, has its origin, according to 
biblical scholars, in the holy war of the Lord that Israel experienced. When the Lord God 
intervenes in battle and destroys the enemy, there will be peace and restoration for 
Israel. A true sovereign can end a war of conquest in one day. The Lord God will 
intervene and subdue the enemy. He will protect the people and fill them with blessings. 
The Day of the Lord is a day of both judgment and salvation. 
 
Brothers and sisters, did not God, in the cross and resurrection of Christ, perform the very  
judgment and restoration, the subduing of the enemy and blessing at the same time?  
Through Christ's death on the cross, sin was destroyed. Satan, who deceives us, has been  
conquered. Christ’s resurrection is the guarantee of peace, new life, restoration and  
blessing. 
 
In the second half of chapter 2, Joel lists six wonderful rejuvenations, restorations, and  
blessings. God's love and presence are renewed (verse 18,27), the covenant is  
rejuvenated (renewed) (verse 27), and the legitimacy of God's people is restored (verse  
26). There will be agricultural blessings (verse 19,22-24), abundance of power over the  
enemy (verse 25), and deliverance from death and destruction (verse 32). 
 
Brothers and sisters, the Day of the Lord has become reality with the coming of the Lord  
Jesus. What kind of blessing was it that our lives and this world were rejuvenated? Joel  
declared, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved" (verse 32). This  
same phrase is used in the New Testament book of Acts. 
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When Peter and John, disciples of Jesus, went to the temple to pray, a man who was 
born criplpled asked them for alms. Peter said to him, "I have no gold or silver.  But I will 
give you what I have. Get up and walk in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth." (Act 3:6) 
The man was healed and started walking. The salvation that the Lord Jesus brings is the 
power of grace that renews not only our minds, but also our bodies and all other things. 
 
There is a later testimony to this story. When Peter and John were preaching the gospel 
of Jesus' death and resurrection and giving messages of repentance over this gracious 
event, the priests and other leaders of Israel arrested them. They were put on trial and 
threatened to stop delivering the message of the resurrected Jesus. But Peter says, "I am 
not going to do it. Acts 4:10,12. 
 

10 then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this 
man stands before you healed...12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.” 

Brothers and sisters, perhaps you think that you may not have had a real salvation in the  
name of the Lord, as in this story. If so, let's go back to the book of Joel. What is a bit  
puzzling is that even though it is a prophecy of a future restoration, a healing that will  
come after the judgment, verses 2:18-24 are written in the past tense. Joel is speaking  
with joy and praise, as if it has already happened. 
 
This is often referred to as the “Prophetic Perfect,” which is found in the prophetic books.  
Joel is already seeing God's salvation and restoration even though he is in the midst of  
darkness when judgment is about to come. He is living God's mercy and salvation in the  
here and now by faith, anticipating the future. This is what salvation is all about: tasting,  
rejoicing, praising, and living the blessings prepared for the imminent future "here and  
now" in the name of the Lord, through faith. 
 
4. Filled with the Holy Spirit 
 
How then is it possible to live with this kind of faith? Is it possible for us in the present? 
 

27 Then you will know that I am in Israel, that I am the Lord your God, and that 
there is no other; never again will my people be shamed. 28 “And afterward, I will 
pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old 
men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. 29 Even on my servants, 
both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 

Brothers and sisters, the Spirit of God has been poured out on all those who call on  
(believe in) the name of the Lord. In the Old Testament times before Jesus came, the  
Holy Spirit was a special gift that was poured out only on special people, such as  
prophets, kings, and priests. But now, the Holy Spirit has been poured out on everyone  
who believes, and they can have a close relationship with God just like the prophets. 
 
A prophet is a person who spoke the words directly from God, taught the will of God,  
walked with God, and did God's work. Many of you probably read the Bible and hear  
about the people in it who walked closely with God and received special blessings from  
Him, and yearn for the same. "Oh, I want to be like Moses and talk to God face-to-face.”   
“Oh, I want to live a life of power like David.” 
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But you've got it all wrong. You are more than Moses, and you know God and walk with  
Him much more intimately than David did. What the prophets wanted to know, to see,  
and to have has come to pass in Jesus Christ, and is being given to each of you by the  
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is making you know more of God than they ever did. 
 
The Spirit of God works in two directions. He works inside you to bring you to believe in  
Christ, to humble you so you can repent of your sins, to give you peace of mind, and to  
bring you into a closer relationship with God. 
 
Not only that, but it works on you outwardly. It will encourage you to love your neighbor  
as you love yourself, to share the gospel of Christ, and to live a life of influence to do  
God's work. Peter and John, whom I quoted earlier, were threatened not to speak in the  
name of Jesus, but they prayed together, "Let me speak boldly and let me perform acts  
of grace in Jesus' name.” 
 

Acts 4:31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

 
We, too, can be used by the Holy Spirit. Even in our weakness, the power of grace is fully  
at work. Finally, let's look at the words from the book of Joel, which Jesus also quoted. 
 

2:30 I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and 
billows of smoke. 2:31 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood 
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. 2:32 And everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the Lord has said, even among the 
survivors whom the Lord calls 

Jesus quoted this part of the book of Joel when he said, "At that time people will see the  
Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory” (Mark 13:26) Brothers and  
sisters, the day of the Lord is coming; the time of the end, when the Lord Jesus Christ will  
come to this earth again. 
 
But rather than being a day of sorrow and mourning, it will be full of joy, praise, glory and 
salvation. "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved," "for there is one 
whom the Lord will call." Let us await Him in faith. Let us be led by the Spirit here and 
now, looking forward to the future, and anticipating the wonderful day of the Lord. 
 
 


