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“By Faith” 
Hebrews 11:1-16 

 
Introduction 
 
In the New Testament, Acts 16:31 reads as follows. "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you 
and your family will be saved." I am sure that many of you are waiting for the salvation of 
your families based on this verse. 
 
One middle-aged man approached me at the end of a worship service. He said, "Pastor 
Fukuda, I too have come to want to go where my wife and children are going. I want to 
believe in Jesus." His wife was a Christian, and his two children had already become 
Christians, believing in the Lord Jesus. 
 
This man initially drove his wife to church and played pachinko until the service was over. 
Later, he began to attend fun church events (picnics and camping), and even more so, 
he began to attend services. It took more than 20 years in between. Through his wife's 
faith (words and deeds), he gradually changed. 
 
Today we will look at Hebrews 11 regarding faith. How does faith in Christ work in the 
midst of a society where life is not as it should be and where problems abound? 
 
Hebrews 11:1-16 
 
1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For 
by it the people of old received their commendation. 3 By faith we understand that the 
universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out 
of things that are visible. 
4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he 
was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. 
And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken up so 
that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now 
before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. 6 And without faith it 
is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he 
exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 7 By faith Noah, being warned by God 
concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his 
household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness 
that comes by faith. 
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith 
he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and 
Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that 
has foundations, x whose designer and builder is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself received 
power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful 
who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born 
descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of 
sand by the seashore. 
13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them 
and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and 
exiles on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a 
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homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they 
would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, 
a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 
prepared for them a city. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
The first of the three points of today's message is what faith is. Let us see what the Bible 
has to say about its nature. Let us also reflect on our own faith. The second point is how 
the people discussed here walked by faith. I want to clarify how we should persevere by 
faith, especially in our lives that we have now. 
 
...and third, let's look at how different societies and communities can be created by faith 
(if faith is allowed to live and work). We can look forward to a "city (of God)" and a 
"better heavenly home," according to the Bible. The definition of faith, perseverance by 
faith, hope by faith. 
 
1. What is faith: definition of faith 
Chapter 11, verse 1 can be said to define faith. Perhaps rather than presenting what 
faith is theologically or logically, the author is trying to clarify the reality of faith (how faith 
works) from the actual figures of those who lived by faith as depicted in the Old 
Testament. 
 
And those who read (or hear) it will say, "Oh, let us live in faith like them. We will trust in 
the God of promise in spite of suffering, sorrow, trials, and battles. Let us rely on the Lord 
with hope. Let us follow Jesus with patience and not only with words." This is an 
exhortation to "follow Jesus with patience, not only words. 
 
As is clear from verse 1, there are two aspects to faith. It is a hope for the future and a 
power that works in the present. There are two aspects to faith: the longing for God to 
accomplish what He has promised, and trusting in His truthfulness and power, that He is 
real, though we cannot see Him at the present time, He still works providentially. 
 
The first verse is so simply worded that it may be somewhat difficult to understand. It says 
that faith is "assurance," "substance," and "reality" of what is desired. Biblical scholars say 
that the word was also used as a "guarantee, title-deed" in business. 
 
In other words, in today's terms, for example, when a sale of land is consummated, a 
certificate of title (registered title certificate) is issued for the land. The land or building 
does not come to the buyer like when you buy a laptop computer. The certificate of title 
is handed to the buyer so that he or she can clearly and visibly see that he or she really 
owns the land. 
 
Therefore, to best understand this phrase, we must not just take faith as a theoretical 
assent or belief, but extend it to a way of life, to live as we believe. In other words, it is "to 
believe and live as if what we want is real (realized). 
 
In this way, faith becomes an assurance (proof) to oneself and others that what one is 
waiting for is real. It is a clear assurance that the invisible God and His grace are real, 
alive, and at work. Not only the believer himself, but also those around him will say, "This is 
true!" 
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During the time of the Reformation, there was a debate about what faith is. 
Melanchthon, the Zurich reformer, said that faith is "assent" to the Word. Martin Luther, 
the first German Reformer, said faith was "trust" in God, and Jean Calvin of Geneva, the 
second generation of Reformers, said it was "obedience" to Christ. Hebrews 11 will 
contain all three of these men's arguments. 
 
Verse 2 and 3 address how to believe in God's creation of the world. We must agree that 
this world was created by the invisible Word of God. As we agree, we must trust God's 
reign of grace. Therefore, we express our faith by living in a way that what we see is not 
all there is. 
 
However, some may believe that faith is unnecessary for people today. It is easy to think 
that living according to one's own judgment and the values of the visible world, and not 
God, is all that matters, and that there is no room for faith to work. But the deepest 
motivations for our thoughts and actions are driven by faith. 
 
You are probably thinking that you are here now, rationally accepting that the oxygen-
filled air is what allows you to breathe and live even now. No, that's not true. You are 
here without an oxygen tank because you "believe" (have faith) in that. It is faith, not 
intellect, that is driving you. And faith guarantees and confirms (proves) the existence of 
oxygen and its great workings. No one lives without faith. 
 
Therefore, everyone, let us reflect carefully on what we believe. Especially Christians. It is 
essential and important to agree with the Word of God, but what about your way of 
life? Trusting God about the future is great, but how are you following Jesus here and 
now? May our faith in waiting for the future give us strength to live in the present, and 
may our personal trust in God produce a life of patient faith. 
 
2. how to walk by faith: perseverance in faith 
Now that the author of Hebrews defines what faith is, he describes how to live by faith. 
He briefly introduces the believers Abel, Enoch, Noah, and Abraham. 
 
Abel offered a better offering than his brother Cain, but Genesis 4:4 says, "Abel also 
brought the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for 
Abel and his offering." 
 
In Genesis 5:22,24, it repeats that "Enoch walked with God." Concerning Noah, even 
though Genesis 6:5 says, "The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually," 
Gen. 6:8,9 says, "But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. These are the generations 
of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with 
God." 
 
What do they have in common in their faith and their way of life? In a word, it could be 
summed up as "walking with God. We have a personal intimacy and trust with God, the 
creator of the world. It is a way of life that serves and obeys God first, relying more on 
Him. 
 
Micah 6:8, "He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of 
you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God." 
 
If one walks with God in faith and is pleasing to Him, then justice (righteousness and 
social justice) will be done in one's life. He or she will love sincerity (accompanied by 
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mercy and helping others) and will serve God and others with humility. The person serves 
God and others in a humble way, because the character of God is manifested in the 
believer's walk through faith. 
 
Therefore, Abel offered God the best of the first born sheep. Normally, we want to keep 
the best and enjoy it ourselves. But Abel wanted to offer the best to God, even though 
Cain, driven by envy, would have killed him. He was a man who delighted in God. 
 
Noah, too, believed that what God commanded was best, even in a world infested with 
ungodly and evil people (which meant that he would suffer), and he gave his all for the 
salvation of the world. Noah's faith in building the ark allowed God's light to shine, 
revealing the sin of the world. 
Heb. 11:6 "Without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to 
God must believe he exists and that He rewards those who seek Him." 
 
Let's be thankful. For it is God who has drawn near to us in Jesus so that we may draw 
near to Him. That is, so that we may walk with Him by faith. Christ, who is called 
Immanuel (God with us), became man and our friend, enabling us to walk in a manner 
pleasing to God. Hence, according to the Book of James, Abraham is called God's 
friend. 
 
James 2:23 "and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, 'Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted to him as righteousness'--and he was called a friend of God." 
 
How did Abraham walk by faith? The author notes that he left without knowing where he 
was going. He trusted in God, endured life in a tent, and looked forward to the Kingdom 
of God that would soon come. Also, he gained a son, Isaac, by Sarah, who was told she 
could not bear a child. His descendants became as numerous as the stars of heaven 
and the sands of the seashore. God gives amazing blessings to those who believe. 
 
For me, the story of Abraham's faith, especially when he left without knowing where he 
was going, helped me make two major decisions in my life: once when I was a senior in 
college and had to decide whether or not I should go to seminary. The other time was 
when I was trying to decide whether or not I should quit my job as a pastor of a church 
in Yokohama and go to Tokyo to plant a church. I was really encouraged by Abraham's 
faith. 
 
At the same time, we must persevere by faith. Abraham had no land on which to settle 
and was forced to live in a tent among strangers. The only land he owned was the tomb 
where he buried his wife (the cave of Machpelah). The birth of a child was a long-
cherished dream for the elderly couple, but they were unable to have one and had to 
wait patiently until they finally reached the age of 100. 
 
3. Hope through faith 
By the way, Hebrews 11:13 is somewhat shocking. All these died as men of faith...and did 
not obtain the things promised." This isn't the happy ending we expect by faith, "I got 
what I believed and waited for." 
 
I think the Bible is honest and realistic in that sense. Perhaps what you are feeling every 
day is the dilemma and frustration of believing and not getting it right away. But the 
difference between the people described here and us is that they "saw it far off and 
welcomed it with joy, confessing that they were sojourners on earth. They rejoiced in 
hope! What about you? 
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My brothers and sisters, we need to adjust our faith focus or perspective. We need to 
adjust our focus or perspective on our faith. We persevere but have no joy. I'm praying 
and I'm walking with God, but I don't feel a sense of fulfillment or purpose in my life." If 
this is the case, then our faith is misdirected. 
 
Hebrews 11:15,16, "If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, 
they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that 
is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 
prepared for them a city." 
 
God has provided a "heavenly home" (the city of God) through Jesus Christ that is far 
better than you think, expect, or pray for. And yet, we believe (or misunderstand) that 
what we are striving for is the best, and we are disappointed by the shabby things we 
make up for ourselves. 
 
Hebrews 11:10 "For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose 
designer and builder is God." Does it not say, "The city was built on a solid foundation, 
and God is the architect and builder of it? If the eyes of your faith are focused on the 
city of God, and if you daily reflect on your thoughts, desires, expectations, prayers, and 
efforts in light of the Word, and are led by the Spirit, you will never be disappointed. 
 
God will do for you what He has done for so many believers. He will use what is not 
good, what you want to avoid, even trials and suffering, for the joy that you will 
eventually experience in fullness. 
 
As many of you know, I took three months off due to burnout. As I reflected on my life 
during that time, I realized that I had not been taking care of myself (with apologies), 
that I had not worked on the seasons of my life well, that I had been too busy to get 
enough rest, that I had not fully utilized my gifts, strengths, and weaknesses, and so on. I 
have shared this with you all. 
 
Many of us share our work conditions, life challenges, burnout situations and weaknesses, 
and pray together. But then the thought of self-blame comes up. I felt like I was a bad 
pastor who had burned out, that people didn't trust me because they thought that, and 
that I was a failure as a leader. 
 
However, at a recent worship team meeting, as I listened to everyone share their 
struggles and weaknesses, I realized something different instead of just feeling sorry for 
myself. My burnout was indeed due to weakness and sin, but it was also for the sake of 
those in need of spiritual renewal. 
 
Is modern society a burnout culture? I think it can even be called that. The reason I 
believe and preach the gospel of Christ in the midst of all this is to bring spiritual 
awareness and renewal through the gospel. I have re-framed my burnout by faith to 
understand weakness, repent of sin, and bring spiritual renewal for the sake of the gospel 
of the "city" (culture, work, family, way of life, and relationships) that Jesus will eventually 
bring to fullness. It leads to hope. 
 
Andrey Kurkov, a Ukrainian writer from the country currently at war, contributed a short 
essay to the Asahi Shimbun. In it, he writes about the importance of hope as a personal 
matter. 
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"When this war is over and Ukraine has defended its independence, I would like to visit 
Japan again. I want my wife and children to see Japan. I wonder if such a day will ever 
come. But people need hope. Without hope, life is gray and mundane. It is just like the 
"gray zone" between the Russian and Ukrainian forces in the Donbass region (in eastern 
Ukraine), which is not occupied by either country." 
 
My brothers and sisters, there is hope through faith. It is the city of Christ, designed by 
God and built by God. Please review your life by faith through the gospel. Walk by faith! 
 


