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“Life Choices” 
Genesis 13:1-18 

 
Introduction 
Our lives are a series of choices every second. The present situation we are living in is the 
result of choices we have made from what has been given to us. Some of those choices may 
have been good choices that we feel we made, and some may have been bad choices that 
we regret. Abraham, like all of us, made choices in the situations he was given, and he lived 
with them. Some were good choices, and some were bad. But within these choices was 
guidance from the Lord God. How did the Lord God guide Abram? Today, I would like to 
read Genesis 13, and together, consider "Life Choices.” From the very first book of the Old 
Testament, let’s read Genesis 13:1-18. 
 
Genesis 13:1-18 
1 So Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, into 
the Negeb.2 ow Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold.3 And he journeyed on 
from the Negeb as far as Bethel to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, 
between Bethel and Ai,4 to the place where he had made an altar at the first. And there 
Abram called upon the name of the LORD.5 And Lot, who went with Abram, also had 
flocks and herds and tents,6 so that the land could not support both of them dwelling 
together; for their possessions were so great that they could not dwell together, 
7 and there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of 
Lot’s livestock. At that time the Canaanites and the Perizzites were dwelling in the land. 
8 Then Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife between you and me, and between your 
herdsmen and my herdsmen, for we are kinsmen.  9  Is not the whole land before 
you? Separate yourself from me. If you take the left hand, then I will go to the right, or if 
you take the right hand, then I will go to the left.”10 And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw 
that the Jordan Valley was well watered everywhere like the garden of the LORD, like the 
land of Egypt in the direction of Zoar. (This was before the Lord destroyed Sodom 
and Gomorrah.)11 So Lot chose for himself all the Jordan Valley, and Lot journeyed east. 
Thus, they separated from each other.12 Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot 
settled among the cities of the valley and moved his tent as far as Sodom.13 Now the men 
of Sodom were wicked, great sinners against the LORD.14 The LORD said to Abram, after Lot 
had separated from him, “Lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, 
northward and southward and eastward and westward, 
15 for all the land that you see I will give to you and to your offspring forever. 
16 I will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the 
earth, your offspring also can be counted.17 Arise, walk through the length and the 
breadth of the land, for I will give it to you.”18 So Abram moved his tent and came and 
settled by the oaks of Mamre, which are at Hebron, and  there he built an altar to the LORD. 
 
This is the word of the living God. Amen. 
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How did the Lord God guide Abram's life choices in Genesis 13:1-18? First, Abram returned 
to God after making a wrong choice. Every choice is a part of God's will.  Second, Abram 
made good choices by faith. We, too, must exercise faith in God in the choices we make. 
Third, the Lord shows us His greatness and His promises through our good choices. To 
summarize these three points in one sentence: In considering our life choices, when we seek 
to know God's will and choose with faith, God will show us His glory and promises. 
 
First of all, Abram returned to God after making a wrong choice. In every choice, we need to 
seek God's will. 
 

Genesis 13:1. So Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and 
Lot with him, into the Negeb. 
 

In chapter 12, Abram was staying in the Negeb, one of the lands God had promised him, but 
a famine broke out there, so he went further south, to Egypt. He stayed in Egypt because he 
could get food there. But in Egypt, Abram made the wrong choice. He had a crisis of faith. 
He pretended that Sarai, his wife, was his sister, and he gave her to Pharaoh, the king of 
Egypt to be his wife. This brought disaster to Egypt and to Pharaoh. When Abram’s deceit 
was brought to light, Pharaoh ordered him to leave Egypt with Sarai and all his possessions. 
His nephew, Lot and his servants also returned with him to the Negeb. 
 

Genesis 13:2-4. Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. And he 
journeyed on from the Negeb as far as Bethel to the place where his tent had been at 
the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, to the place where he had made an altar at the 
first. And there Abram called upon the name of the LORD. 

 
Abram was financially well off in Egypt, with plenty of livestock, silver, and gold from 
Pharaoh. He continued his journey from the Negeb and returned to the place where he had 
first pitched his tent and built an altar to the Lord. There, Abram called upon the name of 
the Lord and worshipped Him. Why did Abram return to the place where he first pitched his 
tent, between Bethel and Ai? 
 
In Egypt, Abram, to protect himself, pretended that his wife Sarai was his sister and gave her 
to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, as his wife. This wrong choice led to Abram gaining wealth and 
favor from Pharoah, but in giving Sarai in marriage to Pharaoh, Abram made a wrong choice 
that not only endangered his wife, but also the promise of the Lord God who had said, "I will 
give this land to your descendants." Abram was guilty of unbelief, putting his own self-
preservation ahead of the promises God had given him. He would have also hurt Sarai in this 
matter. So, after his wrong choice, Abram returned to the place where he had built the altar 
of the Lord. It was there that Abram called upon and worshipped the name of the Lord. 
 
Abram returned to seek God's will, having received forgiveness from God. We, too, have to 
make choices in many situations. Like Abram, we are fallen beings because of sin.  Without 
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God, we choose according to what is good in our eyes and according to our own human 
desires. It’s of utmost importance that we seek God's will for us in the choices we make. 
 
There was a time when I realized that I needed to pray and seek God's will in the choices I 
was given. It was when I was working in the U.S. and was suddenly told by my boss that I 
was fired from my job. I was a Christian at the time and had a desire to study in a seminary 
in the U.S. I had a plan to save money to go to seminary, and was praying about when I 
would be able to do so when I was suddenly fired. At that time in the U.S., foreigners with 
work visas were required to leave the country within two weeks of termination. I had 
planned to change my work visa to a student visa while in the U.S., so I felt that my plan was 
completely ruined. I was so consumed with the thought of remaining in the U.S. at this time 
that I spent about half of my salary contacting agencies that could help me find various jobs, 
going to interviews, and also asking an immigration attorney for legal advice and 
documentation. However, after two weeks, I was unable to transfer to a new job, and I was 
forced to return to Japan. Now, as I think about it, I believe that it was God's will for me to 
return to Japan. However, I did not pray for God's will, and I spent a lot of money because I 
wanted to stay in the U.S. This is when I realized that I needed to seek God's will in the 
choices I make. 
 
Brothers and sisters, we all make dozens of choices in our lives every day. What thoughts do 
you have in mind when you make your choices? We human beings are corrupted by the 
effects of sin. Our choices become what is good in our eyes, the thoughts of our own limited 
minds. We are finite beings and cannot know everything about what this choice will bring 
about for us in the future. But God is the one who knows everything about us. Therefore, 
we need to pray and ask Him what His will is.  There may be times when we are busy and 
have to make a quick decision. But to pause for a moment, calm our minds, and turn to God 
to ask what His will is for us is what God desires and waits for us to do. 
 
Abram returned to worship God. He made a good choice by faith. We, too, must make our 
choices by faith in God. 

Genesis 13:6,7.  . . . so that the land could not support both of them dwelling together; 
for their possessions were so great that they could not dwell together, and there 
was strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s 
livestock. At that time the Canaanites and the Perizzites were dwelling in the land. 

 
The place where Abram and his nephew Lot returned—between Bethel and Ai, where they 
first pitched their tents—presented a problem. The place to which Abram and Lot returned 
was not large enough for them to continue to live together. Abram and Lot owned much: 
wives, children, livestock, herdsmen to serve the livestock, property, etc. This led to disputes 
between the herdsmen who tended Abram's livestock and those who tended Lot's livestock. 
Problems apparently arose over where to place the livestock, and whether to feed them on 
the grass, etc. Another problem was the presence of Canaanites and Perizzites, two ethnic 
groups that were hostile to Abram and Lot. 
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Genesis 13:8-11. Then Abram said to Lot,“Let there be no strife between you and me, 
and between your herdsmen and my herdsmen,  for we are kinsmen. Is not the whole 
land before you? Separate yourself from me. If you take the left hand, then I will go to 
the right, or if you take the right hand, then I will go to the left.” And Lot lifted up his 
eyes and saw that the Jordan Valley was well watered everywhere like the garden of 
the Lord, like the land of Egypt in the direction of Zoar. (This was before the Lord 
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 
So, Lot chose for himself all the Jordan Valley, and Lot journeyed east. Thus, they 
separated from each other. 

 
To resolve the dispute, Abram suggested to his nephew Lot that they live separately from 
each other. 
 
In this passage, Abram acted differently than when he had gone to Egypt. He generously 
gave the choice to his nephew, Lot. If you go left, I will go right. If you choose to go to the 
right, I will go left. If it had been Abram until now, he might have said that if Lot chose 
Sodom or Gomorrah, he would go there too and would not give in, because Sodom and 
Gomorrah, one of the choices, were like the garden of the Lord and like the land of Egypt. 
They were prosperous areas. But Abram learned from his wrong choice in Egypt. It is true 
that the abundance of land and the wealth one has is NOT directly related to God's blessing. 
Abram sought out Egypt during a time of famine, where there was plenty, but he ended up 
in a terrible situation because of his desire to protect himself. He got wealth, but then Lot 
and Abram's herdsmen began to fight over it. Again, having land and wealth were not 
directly related to the blessings of God. 
 
Lot, on the other hand, made the wrong choice at this time. Lot chose to go to Sodom and 
to Gomorrah because the land was as bountiful as the garden of the Lord, and like the land 
of Egypt. In Lot's eyes, it looked good. He chose for himself the entire lowlands of the 
Jordan. Lot would later go on to encounter God's judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah. Lot 
could see that Sodom and Gomorrah were prosperous, but he could not know what kind of 
people lived there. 
 
Abram made a choice to live in the place now given to him, the land of Canaan. He made his 
choice in faith after worshipping in the presence of God. The lesson for us is to spend time 
in the presence of God, seeking him and his will in the choices we make. 
 
Eric Liddell, one of the main characters in the movie "Chariots of fire," was also a man of 
faith. He was selected to compete in the 1924 Paris Olympics as a short distance track and 
field runner, but was informed that the qualifying round for the 100 meters, his strongest 
event, would be held on a Sunday. Eric, a believer in Jesus, made the choice to withdraw 
from the 100m preliminaries, even though he was favored to win the gold medal. He chose, 
instead to commune with and worship God. That Sunday, he preached the Word, and 
worshiped in a church in Paris. People were disappointed because Eric was considered one 
of the favorites for the 100m gold medal. However, the British Olympic Committee 
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proposed that he compete in the 400m. He was not a serious contender and people did not 
expect much from him, but he set a new world record in the 400m, and won the gold medal. 
Before that, he competed in the 200m and won a bronze medal. He made his choice by faith 
in God, and God honored him. 
 
When we encounter choices in life, we should make them by faith, trusting God’s goodness. 
What you choose by faith in God may sometimes feel like the less advantageous choice.  It 
may not seem like the best thing to do. It may even appear to be an undesirable choice in 
our eyes. However, the choices God has led you to make by faith are the best in God's grand 
and wonderful “big picture.” Let us make our choices by faith in him! 
 
God is glorified by the choice Abram makes in faith. After Abram made his choice, God 
spoke directly to him. 
 

Genesis 13:14-17. The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Lift up 
your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and 
eastward and westward, for all the land that you see I will give to you and to your 
offspring forever. I will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can 
count the dust of the earth, your offspring also can be counted. Arise, walk through the 
length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you.” 

 
The meaning of God's words is revealed in the previous chapter, Genesis 12. Let’s read 
Genesis 12:1-5. 
 

Genesis 12:1-5. Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred 
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.  And I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  I 
will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  So Abram went, as the Lord had told him 
and Lot went with him.  Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from 
Haran.  And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their 
possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, 
and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. 

 
The land to which Abram returned and stayed was the land of Canaan, which God had 
promised him and was going to give him. God promised Abram that He would look out over 
the land from east to west, north to south, and that He would give all this land to Abram 
and his descendants forever. God also told Abram that his descendants would increase like 
the dust of the earth, too numerous to count. To Abram, who had chosen in faith to listen to 
God's will, God expressed His splendor and glory as a reminder of the blessings He had given 
him. 
 
Incidentally, Abram unfortunately did not actually see everything that God unconditionally 
promised and blessed him with in his 175 years of life. So, what happened to this blessing 
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given to Abram? The blessing that God gave to Abram in Genesis 12 was fulfilled through 
Jesus Christ. As Abram's descendant, Jesus Christ was sent into the world as the perfect man 
and the perfect God. He lived always seeking what the will of God the Father was. Jesus 
Christ was sinless. Therefore, on the night before His crucifixion in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, He could have chosen not to be crucified, but He prayed for God's will to be 
done and was crucified. By going to the cross, He incurred the wrath of God on His body to 
atone for the sins of us sinners and to give forgiveness and eternal life to those who believe 
in Jesus as their Savior from sin. Through Jesus Christ, God has manifested His glory and 
fulfilled the promise He gave to Abram. 
 
When we face choices in life, we should pray for God's will and make our choices in faith, 
because the promises He has given us will never change and will always be fulfilled.  He gave 
us His beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to atone for our sins on the cross, fulfilling the promise He 
made to Abram. We who believe are included in that promise. May the Lord intervene in 
our life choices, and may we finish walking the path of faith He has given us. God is certainly 
inviting you who believe into that path. Let us pray. 
 
Our loving, merciful and gracious God. We are faced with choices in life at various times. 
Lord, we ask you to intervene in our choices. Guide us so that we can pray for your will, 
taste what your will is, and choose. Give us faith to believe in You. Without faith in You, we 
cannot choose correctly. Increase our faith. Above all, we thank You that You will be 
glorified as we walk in Your will. We thank You from the bottom of our hearts that You loved 
us to the point of crucifying Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, and that You are leading us to 
eternal fellowship with You. We thank you, Lord, that through life’s choices you are inviting 
us to come to you. Continue to walk with us. We pray in the name of our beloved Lord, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


