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Faith & Work② 
  

 

INTRODUCTION｜The value of work: All work is wonderful 

 

How does the bible portray the value and significance of our work? From today's scripture passage we can see works 

significance in 3 ways. First, let's look at how the value of work is displayed in the ways we honor those that we work 

with. Secondly, let's see how work has tremendous value regardless to its seeming insignificance. Thirdly, let's think 

about how through work affecting life in these ways can bring renewal. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE｜ Genesis 1:26-31 
 

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of 

the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing 

that creeps on the earth.” 27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and 

female he created them.  28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 

earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every 

living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 

on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast 

of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 

breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, 

and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

 

 

QUESTIONS｜ 

 

1: How was humanity created specially and differently? Is there a difference between humanity and the animals? Looking 

at humanity as “image of God”, what can we say humanity is essentially? (Ref Gen 1:21-22) 

 

 

2: What does today's scripture passage teach us about human dignity and the value of work? At what point in your work 

can you see the the true value in it? Share with one another. 

 

 

3: In comparison to the work of humanity, how can we describe God’s work? What was God in Christ’s work calling? 

How does this encourage you? (Ref: Philip Jensen) 

 

 

4: What kind of vision do you have for your work? Why is discovering joy and pride in your work difficult? 

 

 

5: According to scripture, work is not something lowly. Even the simplest of tasks is something that has honor and must 

be done. Can you agree with this last statement? If yes, you can agree, by what basis should we chose our work or 

occupations? 

 

 

6: According to the NT, the Son, Christ Jesus is “the image of the invisible God” and it is through him that we have 

reconciliation with God. According to this gospel, the difficulties of work, insufficient pay, times of purposeless 

unsuccessful existence are able able to be coped with in what ways? 
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REFERENCES｜ 

 

Genesis 1:21-22 

21 So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according 

to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed them, 

saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 

 

Philipp Jensen 

If God came into the world, what would he be like? For the ancient Greeks, he might have been a philosopher-king. The 

ancient Romans might have looked for a just and noble statesman. But how does the God of Hebrews come into the 

world? As a carpenter. 

 

Tim Keller 

No task is too small a vessel to hold the immense dignity of work given by God. Simple physical labor is God’s work no 

less than the formulation of theological truth. 

 

Colossians 1:19-20 

19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 

on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

 

 

PRAYER｜ 

 

・Lord God, in Genesis as landscaper and in the NT as carpenter we are shown how all forms of work are valuable. We 

praise you as we look on this truth and see the value and pride you place on your work of restoration. We pray that we 

can discover the value and significance of work.   

 

・As we reflect and think on the fact that all forms of work are wonderful and full of value let us consider and pray about 

how we can understand and engage our work biblically. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 

 

1. Lunchtime meeting (Kudanshita 5/10, Marunouchi 5/11, Otemachi 5/12) 

2. Baptism class (5/11) 

3. Sunday worship (5/15 founding anniversary) 

4. Crossroads bible study (5/15) 

5. Lunchtime meeting (Kasumigaseki 5/18, Otemachi 5/19) 

6. Obento Project (5/21) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


