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Romans 2:1-6    The Inescapable Judgement of God 

” 

Introduction 

We have been studying the Romans focusing on the theme of God’s saving power. Today is our 3rd 

session. When I was in college I had a big fight with my roommate. My roommate loved videogames. 

One day I felt stressed because my study did not go well. I wanted to get some sleep, but my 

roommate was playing online video game right next to me. Thus I got upset, and said to him: “Your 

grade sucks because you play games all the time.” My roommate got angry and kicked me out of 

the room. Later when the administration staff came to solve our conflicts, I learned that my roommate 

had also been upset about me for a while. He thought I was someone incapable of self-management 

because my room was messy. After this event the two of us understood each other. But until then both 

of us were judging each other. In his letter to the Roman, Paul examined our tendency to judge the 

others, and told us that God’s judgement is in escapable. Today let’s read the Romans Chapter 2 

verse 1-16, and think about God’s judgement together.  

 

Romans 2:1-6 
  

1You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point 

you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same 

things. 2 Now we know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on truth. 3 So 

when you, a mere human being, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think 

you will escape God’s judgment? 4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his 

kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to 

repentance? 

5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against 

yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 God “will repay 

each person according to what they have done.” 7 To those who by persistence in doing good seek 

glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. 8 But for those who are self-seeking and who 

reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 9 There will be trouble and distress for 

every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; 10 but glory, honor and 

peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 11 For God does not show 

favoritism. 

12 All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who sin under the law will 

be judged by the law. 13 For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is 

those who obey the law who will be declared righteous. 14 (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have 

the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they 

do not have the law. 15 They show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their 

consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts sometimes accusing them and at other times 
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even defending them.) 16 This will take place on the day when God judges people’s secrets through 

Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares. 

This is the words of the living god. Amen. 

Today we will look at three points on God’s judgement. First, nobody can escape God’s judgment, 

because we are all sinners. Second, since we cannot escape God’s judgment, let’s put our hope in 

God’s mercy, patients and forgiveness. Third, now that we know God’s judgement is inescapable, 

what should we? The three points are: our sin, Christ’s mercy, and faith and obedience in Christ. 

First, nobody can escape God’s judgement. Why? Because we are all sinners. Let’s look at verse 1. 

1You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point 

you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same 

things. Paul used “therefore” in the first verse. Here he is continuing on something started in Chapter 

1. Chapter 1 talked out those “who suppress the truth by their wickedness” in verse 18, and those 

who “claimed to be wise, they became fools” in verse 22. According to Paul, these people passed 

judgement on others. Judging others means to measure others with your own scale and say: “this 

person is not good because of reason so and so”. The Pharisees in the gospel extended 

interpretation of the laws in the Old Testament, and made lots of oral laws on to-dos and not-to-dos. 

Those who cannot obey these laws were condemned as sinners. Hence here, in the context of the 

law, Paul is talking about the Jews. 

Why did Paul condemn the Jews’ judging behavior so harshly? The recipients of Paul’s letter are the 

Roman church, founded by the Jews who visited Jerusalem for Pentecost, believed in Christ after 

the Holy Spirit was sent, and returned to Rome. From them, the gospel was spread also to the 

Gentiles, who later joined the church. Since Rome was an international metropolis back then, the 

congregation was highly diverse in background. Since the Roman church was founded by the Jews, 

the church was also led by the Jews. The Jewish Christian judged the Gentile Christian on the ground 

that the Gentiles did not obey the law. After the Jewish believed in Jesus, they still thought they were 

exempted from God’s judgement because they had the laws, maybe due to ethic pride.  

Paul is using strong language to warn those Jews that they were passing on judgement on 

themselves. Why is judging other the same as judging oneself, because you do the very same thing 

which you accuse. Hypocrites pretend to be good, but they do the same thing as those who they 

pass judgement on. Paul is telling them here, that by judging others, they are judged by God based 

on God’s truth. Let’s look at verse 2 and 3. 2 Now we know that God’s judgment against those who 

do such things is based on truth. 3 So when you, a mere human being, pass judgment on them and 

yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God’s judgment? 

Paul says God judges based on truth. What is the truth? Frist, God is righteous. God’s righteousness is 

shown in the Bible. Psalm 50 verse 6 says: “And the heavens proclaim his righteousness, for he is a 
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God of justice”. Only God has the authority to judge. The Bible has also taught us that we fell 

because of since and will face God’s judgement. In Romans 3 Paul says all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God. Humans deserves God’s judgement because we have fell for sin. Paul 

warns us here that, by judging others, we are sinning in front of God and hence will be judged by 

God.  

In this passage, Paul wants to tell us that nobody can escape God’s judgement because all are 

sinners.  

(Example) 

Maybe you have heard of the slang “self-restrain police”. It is popular on SNS and media lately as 

covid-19 spreads. The government has called for self-restrain from going out to contain the infection 

of coronavirus. In this context, some people attack or even judge others’ behavior. These people are 

called “self-restrained police”. Because of such behavior shops are forced to shut down, and 

attacks targeting specific individuals happened. The cause of such behavior is anger. These people 

were outrageous and judgmental, because others did not restrain as much as they did themselves.  

I also had the tendency to judge others. When I went to the supermarket and saw people who did 

not wear masks or who did grocery with families during busy hours, I also complained in heart. That 

moment I remembered again that I am also a sinner.  

Nobody can escape God’s judgement, because we are all sinners. None of us can judge others. 

Does this mean Christian cannot condemn wickedness and sin? Paul encourages us to instruct each 

other in Romans15 verse 14. To instruct is to point out someone’s sin when that person is not following 

Jesus’ teaching, and to encourage the person to obey Jesus Christ. It is not passing on judgement. 

Nevertheless, the person who instructs is also a sinner in front of God, and must repent. We are all 

sinners, and we much face our sin. 

Since none of us can escape God’s judgment, let’s put our hope in God’s mercy, patience and 

forgiveness. In verse 5 Paul says those who judge others are storing up wrath against themselves on 

the day of God’s wrath. Paul is calling those who judge others to return to God. In the first half of 

verse 5, Paul raised “stubbornness and unrepentant heart” as one reason for judging others. And in 

verse 4, Paul tells us how to overcome our sin of judging others: God’s kindness leads u you to 

repentance.  

Let’s look at verse 6 to 10. 6 God “will repay each person according to what they have done.” 7 To 

those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal 

life. 8 But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath 

and anger. 9 There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, 
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then for the Gentile; 10 but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, 

then for the Gentile. 

Some might interpret this passage as: “One should not judge the others but just do good deeds”. 

Please look at verse 7 and 8.” 7 To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and 

immortality, he will give eternal life. 8 But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and 

follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. Paul gives two opposite examples here. Verse 8 is about 

those who are self-seeking and reject the truth, and verse 7 those who by persistence in doing good 

seek glory, honor and immortality. The righteousness is given through faith, not through good deeds. 

Glory, honor and immortality are the nature of Jesus. In Revelation Chapter 4 verse 11, the 24 elders 

lay down their crowns in front of Jesus and worshiped him, the one worthy to receive glory and 

honor and power. Here what Paul wants to tell us is not “stop judging others and do good”, but 

“seeking Jesus Christ’s glory, honor and immortality.  

(Application)  

In “Chronicles of Narnia” by the British writer C. S. Lewis, there is a character called Eustace. This boy 

is a cousin of the four siblings (the main characters of the book), but he is disliked by the four siblings 

because he judges everything around him. Because of certain event Eustace entered the world of 

Narnia together with the two youngest siblings. In their adventure, Eustace passed judgement on 

everything he saw in Narnia. When he is alone on an island, he found a gold mountain. The moment 

he had greedy, dragonish thought about money, he fell asleep. When he woke up he found himself 

transformed to a dragon. He wanted to go back to his original form, but didn’t know how. At this 

time a lion appeared. The lion said: “You will have to let me undress you”, and removed the dragon 

scales from Eustace. Eustace felt a strong pain that he had never experience. After finishing 

removing all the scales, the lion washed Eustace with clean water. After that, the dragon becomes 

a boy again. After that, Eustace’s character changed and he became a hero of Narnia eventually. 

The lion that healed him is the real king of Narnia, whose name is Aslan. Through this story, Lewis 

depicted how God leads the sinners to repent with his deep kindness and mercy.  

Everyone, none of us can escape God’s judgment, but we need God’s mercy, forbearance and 

patience. Because of our sin, Jesus has been lifted to the cross and sacrificed his life so that we can 

be forgiven. Jesus has forgiven the stubbornness, sin and judgement in our hearts. Can we continue 

being stubborn and judgmental after receiving his forgiveness? Certainly not. By forgiving us, Jesus is 

leading us to repentance with his kindness and mercy. Now that we are forgiven by God, we have 

been freed from the slavery of sin. Let’s repent and follow Jesus.  
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Nobody can escape God’s judgment. What should we do then? Paul says that God does not show 

favoritism in verse 11. Even David King was judged relentlessly by God. The bible says that that 

neither Christian nor non-Christian can escape God’s judgement. Paul explained the reason in his 

letter to the Roman. Let look at verse 12 to 15. 12 All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart 

from the law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not those who hear 

the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared 

righteous. 14 (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the 

law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the 

requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their 

thoughts sometimes accusing them and at other times even defending them.)  

Those who are under the law are the Jews. Their ancestors received the law through Moses from 

God. Hence when the Jews commit sins, they are judged by the law. How about Gentiles who do 

not have the law? They are judged apart from the law. How can that be? Gentiles have conscience 

by which they tell the good from the evil. Hence they cannot say: “I am not a Jew, and I don’t know 

the law. Hence I cannot be judged.” 

There is a legal proverb: Ignorance of the law is no excuse. This means, when one has broken the 

law, the person cannot just say: “I didn’t know the law” and avoid punishment. For example, if a 

Japanese person breaks the law in another country, he or she cannot be excused for not knowing 

the law. That person will be judged according to the law in that country.  

Last, let’s look at verse 16. 16 This will take place on the day when God judges people’s 

secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares. Just like what we confess in Apostles’ Creed, 

Jesus has ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the father almighty. He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead. Nobody can escape the judgement. What should we do 

then? The Jews know the law and are proud of it, but they are not saved because they know the 

law. One cannot escape the judgement with the excuse of not knowing the law either. What should 

we do? We should repent on our sin and follow our savior Jesus Christ.  

God will judge all on the last day. However, if you confess that Jesus is your savior, who has atoned 

for your sin on the cross, and has received God’s punishment and anger for you, you are exempt 

from God’s judgment and anger. Through faith in God and the power of the Holy Spirit, you have 

received the heart to love Jesus and to follow his instructions of “love god with all your heart and 

love your neighbors as yourself”. Therefore, if you really repent over your sin, love Jesus and obey 

him, you don’t need to fear the judgement on the last day. Jesus has already given us the great 

reward of eternal life. On the last day, Jesus will say to you: “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 
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(Matthew 25:21). Therefore, you who believe in Jesus our savior, have faith that Jesus has atoned for 

your sin, repent and follow Jesus. 

However, if one doesn’t believe Jesus has atoned for your sin, according to the bible, God will judge 

that person on the last day. Everything that person has done will be exposed and judged by God. I 

don’t mean to scare those who are not yet believing in Jesus. But this is something everyone will 

experience eventually, and it is not that far away. The bible has clearly said that if you don’t believe 

Jesus as your savior, you will be under God’s judgement and anger. Please think about this seriously.  

Every one of us is a sinner. However, Jesus has sacrificed his life for the atonement of our sin on the 

cross, and has given us the great forgiveness. Do remember Jesus’s great forgiveness, repent every 

day, and walk as God’s faithful servant. God will work on your repenting heart, and transform you to 

someone who love God and love others just like Jesus does.  

Let us pray. 

Merciful God our farther, we praise your great name. Lord, you know everything in our heart, 

including the fact that we often judge others. Nobody has excuses in front of you. We repent on our 

sin. You have atoned for our sin on the cross. We praise your mercy and kindness. Because you have 

received the punishment on our sin, we can stand in front of you without fear. We thank you for that. 

We pray that you will continue to transform us to someone who confront our own sin, repent and 

follow you. In the name of our beloved lord Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.  

 


