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㉕ Re-Think of Gospel  
  

INTRODUCTION｜Jesus and The Father 

 

In today`s bible passage we are confronted with the question of will we trust Jesus, even when the 

influential people in our country oppose him?  Both in first century Israel, and in contemporary Japan, 

most of the leaders did not follow Jesus, and so this question is important for us.  Jesus` answers to this 

question are: 1) despite being opposed, Jesus is in control of everything, so trust him; 2) Jesus 

questioned the objections concerning him, and so let`s do the same, and question objections to 

Jesus; 3) even if he is opposed, let`s trust Jesus based upon his actions. 

 

SCRIPTURE｜ 10:22-42
 

10:22 At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. 23 It was winter, and Jesus 

was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him 

and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25  

Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's 

name bear witness about me, but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. 

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and 

they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given 

them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 I 

and the Father are one. 31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus answered 

them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you going to 

stone me?” 33 The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you 

but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.” 34 Jesus answered them, 

“Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’? 35 If he called them gods to whom the word 

of God came—and Scripture cannot be broken— 36 do you say of him whom the Father 

consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of 

God’. 37 If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me; 38 but if I do them, 

even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand 

that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.” 39 Again they sought to arrest him, but he 

escaped from their hands. 40 He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John 

had been baptizing at first, and there he remained. 41 And many came to him. And they said, 

“John did no sign, but everything that John said about this man was true.” 42 And many 

believed in him there. 

 

 
QUESTIONS｜ 

 

1: In verse 25-30, even though Jesus is opposed by the leaders of Israel, what power does he speak 

about having? 

 

2: How does the fact that no-one will snatch Jesus` sheep out of his hand give you comfort in the 

midst of the trials in your life? 

 

3: In verses 31-36, Jesus quotes Psalm 82:6. In Psalm 82:6, those human judges in Israel who judge 

based on the words of God are called gods.  Therefore, Jesus says that his claim to be the Son of 

God should not immediately be opposed, as being blasphemy, but rather seriously considered. 

What do you think about the objection of these leaders of Israel? In what way do you think that 

Jesus` answer, questioning the objection, was a good answer? 
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4: What objections to Jesus do the non-Christian friends around us have about Jesus? 

 

5: In verses 37 to 39, based upon what does Jesus command us to believe in him?  Based upon what 

evidence should people like us in the modern world believe in Jesus?  (Ref. John 20:30-31, John 

17:18-21) 

 

6: Even though Jesus is opposed by most Japanese leaders, and even though only a small minority 

of people believe Jesus in Japan, and even though most of those around do not believe in Jesus, 

having now considered this passage, do you think that you more confidently trust Jesus?  Why or 

why not? 

 

 

REFERENCES｜ 

 

John 20:30-31 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this 

book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 

that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

John 17:18-21 

18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sake I 

consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth. 

20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that 

they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that 

the world may believe that you have sent me. 

 

 

PRAYER｜ 

 

・Give thanks that Jesus is our shepherd and a savior in whom we can count on. Praise God our 

Father for sending us Jesus. Pray that we will be able to trust in Jesus more and more. 

 

・What kind of challenges and oppositions are you facing? Share about these and pray for one 

another. If you are struggling to trust Jesus, let’s repent and reflect once more upon the gospel. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS｜This Week & Next Week 

 

Grace City Gospel Choir (13th) 

Lunchtime Meetings (15th@Kasumigaseki, 16th@Otemachi) 

Ishinomaki Volunteer Team (17th-19th) 

Ishinomaki Gospel Festival (18th) 

Obento Project (18th) 


